
30 Days of 
Prayer for the 

Unreached People of Ukraine  

http://www.joshuaproject.net/people-profile.php?rog3=UP&peo3=12521


Suggestions how to use this prayer guide:  

At home:  

1. Pray for one people group each day for a month.   

2. When you hear about these peoples on the radio, TV, or 

reading news; pray for their needs found in the prayer 

guide and for the news event that come with them.  

3. Read the prayer guide together as a family at home and 

pray at dinner time.  

4. When you see foreigners on the street, in the market, 

pray for them. Perhaps they haven't heard about God's 

love. If they are your neighbors, get to know them and 

pray that they would come to know the love of God.   

In church:  

1. Pray during the Sunday service for these people groups. 

In less than a year, you can pray for every people group if 

you choose one each Sunday.   

2. If you pray during the Sunday's service, distribute 

information in the sheets on the people group so that 

members of the church can continue to pray at home 

(see the last page for information on how to receive 

prepared leaflets for distribution).   

3. You can allocate more time to pray for unreached peoples 

during a weekly prayer service.  



Muslims in Ukraine 
Islamic people groups have lived in areas that now are 
part of Ukraine for hundreds of years.  

Their presence began in the 13th century, when the 
Mongols invaded the Crimean peninsula and brought 
Islam to the region. Two hundred years later, the Tatars 
gained independence from the Golden Horde and 
established the Crimean Khanate. The Crimean 
Khanate became a leading center for the Islamic world. 
In 1783 there were close to 1,600 mosques and 
religious schools in Crimea.  

From the 17th century to the early part of the 19th 
century, Ottoman Turks expanded their empire into the 
southern half of Ukraine. And, in the early part of the 
20th century, Muslims from the Volga and North 
/ŀǳŎǳǎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ wǳǎǎƛŀ ōŜƎŀƴ ǎŜǘǘƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜ 
industrial cities.   

{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜΩǎ aǳǎƭƛƳǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǎ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ 
mid-1990s, assistance was provided for about 3,000 
war victims from Abkhazia, a breakaway region of 
Georgia. Some 5,000 refugees arrived from Tajikistan 
during that decade, and 2,000 refugees came from the 
Russian republic of Chechnya. Plus, Chechen refugees 
traveling to Europe often travel through Ukraine. 

Today, there are more than 160 mosques in Ukraine, 
serving 445 legally registered Muslim communities. Of 
¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜΩǎ от ǳƴǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ом ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ 
Muslim background. The Crimean Tatars are the fifth 
largest people group in Ukraine. 

In the 17th century during the 
expansion of the Ottoman 
Empire, Saints Peter and Paul 
Cathedral in Kamianets-Podilskyi 
was transformed into a mosque. 
The minaret from that period still 
remains today.  



Adyghe of Ukraine 
There is a tiny flame flickering in the west of Russia, near 
Ukraine. Only 50 Adyghe believers hold the light for 124,000 of 
their Muslim countrymen. Their forbearers once embraced 
Christianity, but they became converts to Islam through the 
intermingling with the people of neighboring countries where 
they fled for their lives in the 1860s. More recently Islam was 
completely accepted when they instituted sharia law. 

Primary Residence: Adygea 
Population in Ukraine: 338 
World Population: 637,000 
Main Language: Adyghe 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: New Testament 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

ÅPray that the veil will be lifted from the eyes of the Adyghe 
people.  

ÅPray also that they will see the truth and put their faith in 
Christ alone.  

ÅPray that the Lord will send long-term missionaries to form 
relationships with the Adyghe, and that key leaders will be 
raised up among the Adyghe people who will boldly proclaim 
the gospel. 

Photo source: MIR - Muslims in Russia 

They are rich in outreach, having 
been adopted by several churches. 
They have a New Testament and 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ 
their language, the JESUS Film, and 
literature in their language. But 
still, there has been no church 
planted. The few Adyghe believers 
attend a Russian Baptist Church 
and are being assimilated into the 
ranks and culture of the Russians 
rather than flowering in their own 
setting. This limits the outreach to 
their own people. 
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Aghul of Ukraine 
Isolated! That is how the Aghul people are described in the 
Joshua Project website. They live in a very mountainous 
region. Where there are mountains, people usually stay in 
the same place their entire lives, free from outside ideas. 
Their traditions and customs remain intact. 

There are four different Aghul subgroups, and their 
language is very similar to the neighboring Lezgians. Aghul 
men sometimes go to nearby towns to trade their dairy 
products for grain and manufactured goods. That means 
that the men are more likely to be influenced by the 
outside world than the women and children. Though there 
are 34,000 Aghul people, only 100 of them have moved to 
neighboring Ukraine. 

But outside influences have come to the Aghul people, 
though they are rare. In the 8th century the Arabs 
conquered their homeland, at which time the Aghuls 
became Sunni Muslims. Today each Aghul village includes a 
mosque in the central square. They are conservative 
Muslims, but they hold onto some pre-Islamic beliefs. 

 

Primary Residence: Dagestan 
Population in Ukraine: 108 
World Population: 34,000 
Main Language: Aghul 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: Portions 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

ÅPray that the Aghul people in Ukraine will have the 
ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛǾŜ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
who believe He came to save sinners.  

ÅPray that the gospel will make its way into all four Aghul 
subgroups, and also into the homelands of the related 
Lezgians.  

ÅPray for Christ to reveal Himself to Aghul leaders 
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Photo source: Bethany World Prayer Center 
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Avar of Ukraine 
In a mountain valley in the Caucasus Mountains the Avar 
farmer hoed the ground. The soil was thin and he turned up 
numerous rocks as he prepared the field for spring planting. 
Being a farmer was a hard life. Only 15 percent of the land 
in the Avar homeland is suitable for farming. Being a 
aǳǎƭƛƳΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳŜǊ ƘŀŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΣ ǎƻ ƘŜΩŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
heard of the Parable of the Sower. Many previous Christian 
missionaries have found the Avars ǘƻ ōŜ άǊƻŎƪȅ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦέ Lƴ 
years past the Avars ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ 
salvation. 

At one time the Caucasus region was ruled by empires that 
had a Christian witness. Then the Arabs, and later the 
Mongols, conquered this region and introduced Islam to 
the Avars. Even after the Avars began converting to Islam, 
some resisted. Some of these people were Christians. 
There were several bloody rebellions, which were brutally 
crushed. By the time the Russians conquered the Avar 
homeland in 1874 there were no Christians left among this 
people group. 

Primary Residence: Dagestan 
Population in Ukraine: 1,496 
World Population: 912,090 
Main Language: Avar 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: New Testament 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

ÅPray that the Holy Spirit would miraculously turn this 
rocky soil into good soil that Christ can penetrate.  

ÅPray that Russia would ease the restrictions placed on 
missionaries attempting to operate in the Caucasus 
Mountains. 

ÅPray that workers will soon go to the Avar homeland with 
the JESUS Film in a language the Avar people can 
understand. 
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Azerbaijani of Ukraine 
An ethnic minority anywhere would certainly understand the 
feelings and perspective of Azerbaijanis, also known as Azeris, 
who live in the country of Ukraine. 

According to the 2001 census, there are just over 45,000 Azeris 
living in Ukraine. Most of them live in Donetsk  (8,000), Kharkiv 
Oblast - (5,600), and Dnipropetrovsk - (5,600). The number of 
ethnic groups grew very rapidly - especially between 1960 and 
1990, it increased 5.5 times, largely due to instability in the South 
Caucasus. Today, Ukraine is home to the 7th largest Azeri 
community in the world. 

The resettlement of Azerbaijanis into the territory of Ukraine is 
marked by certain historical events, dominated by migration 
processes that were primarily economic in nature. About 2,300 
Azeris are native Ukrainian speakers. Ukraine is also host to a 
number of Azerbaijani guest workers which has yet to be 
ascertained. 

The majority of Azerbaijanis are Muslim, mainly Shia. Ukraine has 
never had a serious problem with Islam phobia and Azeris are one 
of the least religious nations on earth. They don't regularly 
practice their religion nor do they express their faith in the way 
they dress. 

Primary Residence: Azerbaijan 
Population in Ukraine: 45,176 
World Population: 9,429,000 
Main Language: Azerbaijani, North 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: Complete 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

ÅtǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ !ȊŜǊƛ Muslims, and 
that the Azeri language JESUS Film will be widely viewed in 
Azeri communities. 

ÅPray for Azeris to soften their hearts to Christ. 
ÅPray that believers that go to unreached peoples like the 

Azeris will be Christ-centered and present the gospel to them 
in a simple, relevant way. 

Photo source: Azerbaijani Partnership 
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Balkar of Ukraine 
The Balkar hat maker, Medina, was thrilled by another new 
order for her sheep fur hats. She told a friendly customer, 
άaȅ Ƙŀǘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ 
weeks. We are slowly becoming known as a Mecca for 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǊŜǎƻǊǘǎΦέ 

A number of Balkars are well known throughout Russia as 
writers, singers, actors, scientists, doctors, and nuclear 
physicists. Yet overall, life has been difficult for most of the 
estimated 115,000 Muslim Balkars. In 1992 the Balkar 
homeland officially became one of the constituent 
republics within the Russian Federation. The Balkar people 
make up the majority of the inhabitants in the republic, 
but most people in the homeland speak Russian. Although 
tourism had started to improve the economy, it suffered 
when war broke out in neighboring Georgia. 

In October 2005 there was fighting in the Balkar Republic 
after an attack on their capital city by Chechen militants. 
¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ aǳǎƭƛƳ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 
ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭƛȊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ 
around the world would like to visit this beautiful country, 
but they are afraid of militant attacks, bombings, and 
general lawlessness. There are a small number of people 
who follow Christ among the Balkars. Primary Residence: Kabardino-

Balkaria 
Population in Ukraine: 206 
World Population: 115,000  
Main Language: Balkar 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: New Testament 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

Å Pray that God will send His people to the area so that 
the Muslim Balkars will be introduced to Jesus.  

Å Pray that peace will finally come to the North Caucus 
region. 
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Chechen of Ukraine 
Chechnya, tucked in the remote valleys of the Caucasus 
Mountains of southern Russia, is a bed of hot political coals. 
After years of oppression and suffering, the people rose up 
against the Russians in 1989. The  red-hot political coals have 
flared into all-out war five times since that date. In 1991 they 
declared themselves independent, although Russia continues 
to consider them a prickly, problematic part of their 
federation. 

Chechen terrorism by Islamic fanatics has horrified the world, 
especially the bombing of a Russian theater with 700 people in 
it. The Beslan school attack, where more than 300 children 
were killed, was also a heartless act. They are generally 
ŘŜǎǇƛǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŀǊŜŘ ōȅ Ƴƻǎǘ wǳǎǎƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ άaŀŦƛŀ ƻŦ 
wǳǎǎƛŀΦέ 

In their homes and daily lives they practice avoidance, which 
means that a wife never speaks to her father-in-law, never sits 
with her husband to eat, must rise when a male enters the 
room, and must keep her eyes lowered. Chechnya is nearly 
100 percent Muslim, and they are the most devout of any 
Islamic people group in Russia. 

Primary Residence: Chechnya 
Population in Ukraine: 2,877 
World Population: 1,700,000 
Main Language: Chechen 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: New Testament 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

ÅPraise God for the few known Chechen believers. Pray 
for their nurture, multiplication and protection.  

ÅAsk God to speed the translation and distribution of the 
Bible in their very unique language.  

ÅPray that the fierce Islamic Chechen people will have an 
opportunity to choose Jesus as their Lord and that 
Christian broadcasts in the Chechen language will 
penetrate their land with the gospel. 
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ά¸ƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŜȄƛǎǘΦέ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ǊƛƳŜŀƴ ¢ŀǘŀǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴŎŜ 
ǘƻƭŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ άƴƻƴ-ǇŜƻǇƭŜέ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ 
!ǎƛŀ ŀƴŘ {ƛōŜǊƛŀ ōȅ {ǘŀƭƛƴΩǎ {ƻǾƛŜǘ ǊŜƎƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфплǎΦ bŜŀǊƭȅ рл 
percent of the population died from malnutrition and disease. It 
ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ мфуф ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜƭŀƴŘΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ 
they are a minority group in Ukraine and continue to face 
discrimination. 

Islam reached the Crimean Tatars in the 13th century, and before 
long, Crimea was one of the centers of Islam. Despite this fact, 
the majority of the group today are not devout Muslims, and 
ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ƻƴǘƻ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ƛƴ ŀƴƛƳƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ άǘƘŜ 
ŜǾƛƭ ŜȅŜΦέ 

Most Crimean Tatars in Ukraine reside in cities. Their dress and 
language make it very difficult to distinguish them from Russians 
or Ukrainians. Many of their customs and traditions are falling 
away, especially among the younger generation, putting the 
Crimean Tatars at risk of losing the attributes that have made 
them a distinctive people. 

.ǳǘ ǎƻƳŜƘƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ άƴƻƴ-ǇŜƻǇƭŜέ ƎǊƻǳǇ Ƙŀǎ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 
centuries. Only 0.01 percent of the Crimean Tatar population is 
Christian. The Crimean Tatars are still waiting for the Bible to be 
translated into their language and for a church to be planted 
among them. 

 

 

Crimean Tatar of Ukraine 

Photo source: International Mission Board-SBC 

Primary Residence: Crimea 
Population in Ukraine: 248,193 
World Population: 531,000 
Main Language: Crimean Tatar 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: New Testament 
Evangelical Christian: 0.01% 

ÅPray for workers to be raised up and sent to the Crimean 
Tatars to give them His Word and to help them establish a 
Christ centered fellowship. 

ÅPray for the completion of the Bible into Krym and wide 
distribution of it.  

Juma-Jumi Mosque in Yevpatoria 
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