
          Profile Year:   2016 

 People and Language Detail Profile     Language Name:   Adara 

          ISO Language Code:  kad 

Primary Religion: 

 Christian 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Disciples (Matt 28:19): 

 80% 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Churches: 

 Yes 
 _____________________________________________________________ 

Scripture Status (Matt 28:20): 

 None 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Population (date): 

 300,000 (2011) 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

 

The Adara of Nigeria 

The Adara are said to have originated from the Middle East, 

travelled through several places in Northern Nigeria and settled in 

Zaria. They had to scatter to different locations within the present 

day Kachia, Kajuru, Paikoro and Muya Local Government Areas of 

the Southern part of Kaduna and Niger states respectively, because 

of the scourge of slavery and wars.  

Almost every Adara person speaks Hausa—a language of wider 

communication in the area.  

These people are subsistence farmers, growing primarily maize, 

rice, guinea corn, millet, groundnuts, soya, ginger, yam, cassava, 

potatoes, sugar cane and coco yam. A few also engage in fishing 

and hunting. 

There are many primary and secondary schools in the area, 

belonging mostly to the government, but there is no adequate 

teaching staff and the facilities are not in good conditions. The 

nursery and other primary and secondary schools are owned and 

administered by private individuals and Christian mission 

organisations. There are clinics in some of the villages but they are 

short of drugs, while some are not yet equipped with drugs. 

Most of the people are Christians (86%), while 8% are African 

Traditional Religionists and 6% are Moslems. There are many 

Christian denominations propagating the gospel of Christ in the 

area.  
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Have They Heard The Gospel? 
 

 

Response to the Gospel Many people in the Adara area have heard the message of 

Christ and profess to believe in Him. Churches in the Adara 

area are experiencing rapid growth, especially in terms of 

number of denominations and followers. But the followers 

are largely nominal.  

 

Is the Word of God Translated? No 

 

Other Forms of Gospel Presentations  

Recordings:  Yes 

Literature:  No 

Films/videos:  Yes 

Bible Stories:  Yes (recordings) 

 

Estimated Number of Christian  No estimate 

 

Congregations  More than 1,000 

 

Number that Use Primarily the  

Local Language in Their Services  None 

 

Hindrances to Scripture Use Low literacy rate in the mother tongue, mixed language 

congregations and high level of bilingualism in Hausa [hau].  

 

Bilingualism  Almost all adults both male and female are bilingual in Hausa, 

and a few adults, age 18-40s are bilingual in English too. A 

few women and children speak Kuturmi quite well.  

 

Language of Wider Communication, 

or Trade Language Hausa [hau] 

 

Cross-Cultural missionary need Yes, cross-cultural missionaries are needed in the areas of 

agriculture, health, literacy and education.  
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Group Description 

 

Population all countries 

World Population For This People   300,000 (Ethnologue) 

World Population (Date)  2011 

 

Geography & Environment  

Location Nigeria, scattered in different locations within Kachia, 

Kajuru, Paikoro and Muya Local Government Areas of the 

Southern part of Kaduna and Niger states. 

 

Alternate Language Names  Kadara, Ada, Eneje  

Percent Monolingual   

Other Mother Tongues  Almost every adult Adara person speaks Hausa-a language of 

wider communication in the area.  

Comment  Some Adaras within the category of 50 plus years and a few 

middle-aged would not understand the Bible in any other 

language than their own..  

 

Dialects Ada (E’da, Misiyen), Adara (Kadara, Misiyo), Eneje (Aji)  

 

Linguistically Related Languages       Ajiya [idc], Doka [dbi], Iku-Gora-Ankwa [ikv], Ikulu [ikl],  

      Kuturmi [khj]  

 

Neighboring Languages .   The groups who live around the villages of the Adara are the 

Kuturmi [khj], Ikulu [ikl], Gbagi [gbr], Kamatan [kci], Jabba 

[idb] and Jju [kaj], with whom the Adara intermarry and learn 

to speak each others’ languages.   

  

https://www.ethnologue.com/language/idc/18
https://www.ethnologue.com/language/dbi/18
https://www.ethnologue.com/language/ikv/18
https://www.ethnologue.com/language/ikl/18
https://www.ethnologue.com/language/khj/18
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Literacy 

Adult Literacy Percentage The children, youth, and middle-aged people seem to be the 

most literate among all of them.  Only 1% of the elderly. 

Many people are not literate in any language and the desire to 

acquire this knowledge is high, especially among those who 

did not go to school early.  

Comment There are schools but the need for qualified teachers is high.  

 

Economics 

Subsistence Type Farmers 

       Comment The Adara grow primarily maize, rice, guinea corn, millet, 

groundnut, soya, ginger, yam, cassava, potatoes, sugar cane 

and coco yam. A few also engage in fishing and hunting.  

Income Sources They have many markets in the area where some of the 

produce is offered for sale on market days.  

Community Development 

Health Care (Quality) Fair 

 

Comment  There are clinics in some of the villages but they are short of 

drugs, while some are not yet equipped with any drugs. 

 

Diet (Quality)  Good 

 

Society & Culture 

Family  

Neighbor Relations  The Adara language speakers co-exist happily with the Kuturmi, 

Kamatan, Ikulu, Gbari, Gbagyi, Jabba, Koro, Fulani and Ganagana 

people groups. They go to the same markets, farming areas, 

churches, mosques and schools. They also intermarry and are at 

peace with each other.  

 

Authority / Rule The Adara language speakers are headed and guided by a 

paramount ruler, His Royal Highness, the Agom-Adara and other 

senior title holders. There are also lower chiefs, village heads and 

their assistants who are answerable to the paramount ruler.  
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Recreations   The entire Adara [Kadara] people, home and abroad, come 

together every year to celebrate their cultural festival named 

Adara-Day and to discuss the way forward . 

 

Education 

Language of Instruction  

     Early Years  English. Children don’t speak Hausa well.  

     Later years English. Hausa is used sometimes and studied as a subject. 

Greatest Needs Many people are not literate in any language and the desire to 

acquire this knowledge is high, especially among those who 

did not go to school as young children. There are schools but 

the need for qualified teachers is high. 

 

Religion Most of the people are Christians (86%), while 8% follow 

their traditional ethnic religion and 6% are Moslems. 
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Status of Christianity 
 

History of Christianity  

Comment Many people in the Adara area have heard the message of 

Christ and professed to believe in Him. Churches in the 

Adara area are experiencing rapid growth, especially in 

terms of number of denominations and followers. But the 

followers are largely nominal.  

 

Churches  1,000+ congregations 

There are many Christian denominations propagating the 

gospel of Christ in the area: Evangelical Church Winning All 

(ECWA), Catholic, Baptist, Assemblies of God, Maranatha, 

Deeper Life, Methodist, Chapel of Grace, Anglican and 

Seventh-Day Adventist. Despite this great number of 

followers, they crave for the Bible in their language, so they 

will understand God better. 

 

Religion and Response 

Translation status A native of Adara who studied translation at a Theological 

College, has done preliminary translation work. 

 

Spiritual Climate\Openness: Translation start is reportedly desired in every Adara 
area. 

 

Attitude toward Christianity Positive 

 


