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I will give thanks to you, O LORD, among the peoples;  
I will sing praises to you among the nations.  

Psalm 108:3 ESV





This prayer guide is a joint effort by individuals and  
churches passionate about reaching the peoples of Turkey  
with the gospel. Thank you for joining us for a month of 
prayer. We encourage you to pass the word and mobilize  
others to pray with us. You are welcome to forward this  
guide to others, print it, and distribute it inside your church. 
We ask that you do not edit the guide without seeking  
permission first. 

As you join in praying daily, you will discover that the  
peoples of Turkey include the majority people group, the 
Turks, as well as other minority peoples like the Kurds  
and Zaza. The prayer guide will introduce you to  
personal stories from many of these different people groups. 
Remember as you read that the majority of these people 
groups are unreached and do not know Christ. Use each day 
to pray for God’s name to be glorified among every people 
group in Turkey. 

If you desire for someone to share with your church more 
specifically about how God is working in Turkey, please  
email info@hopeforturkey.com. 

HopeForTurkey.com is a great resource for stories and prayer 
requests. Also join us on twitter @HopeForTurkey for regular 
updates and requests.  

Thank you for praying and utilizing this resource.



Why Turkey? 
People travel from all over the world to visit Turkey. They come to enjoy the rich 
culture and to experience its significant history of glorious civilizations marked  
by art, architecture, philosophy, and the rise and fall of great empires. With a 
population of over 75 million people, Turkey finds itself the geographic bridge 
between the Eastern and Western worlds. 

Today, less than 0.1% of people in Turkey are evangelical Christians. Few of the 73 
million Muslims have ever truly heard the gospel, making Turkey percentage-wise 
one of the most unreached countries in the world. For most people, to be Turkish 
is to be a Muslim, even if only nominally so. 

 

 • 59 million in Turkey  
   (71.8% of total population)
 • Predominantly Sunni Muslim
 • 60% live in major cities of 
   Turkey, typical urbanized life
 • Very patriotic with a deep 
   sense of national pride
 • Turkish is the official language 
 • Less than 2% evangelical  
   Christians

Turks
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People Groups   
There are approximately 60 people groups living within 

Turkey, 42 of which are unreached with  
the gospel (less than 2% evangelical Christians).   

 
In this prayer guide we will highlight  

three of these people groups:  
the Turks, the Kurds, and the Zaza peoples.

 • 13 Million in Turkey  
   (approximately 17% of  
   total population)
 • 99% are Muslims  
   (most Sunni)
 • Majority live in a  
   tribal-based system
 • Family is core of society
 • Kurdish is the language 
 • 0.01% evangelical  
   Christians

kurds

 

 • Approximately 3 million  
   in Turkey 
 • 100% are Muslim 
 • 40 known believers
 • Persian/Mede people  
   group (similar to Kurds) 
 • Zazaki and Turkish  
   Language
 • 0.0% evangelical Christians

ZaZa
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DAy one: On Him We Have Set Our Hope
For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the affliction we experienced in Asia. For we were so 
utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of life itself. Indeed, we felt that we had received  
the sentence of death. But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead. He  
delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will  
deliver us again. You also must help us by prayer, so that many will give thanks on our behalf for the  
blessing granted us through the prayers of many. (2 Corinthians 1:8-11 ESV) 

Despite the fact that Turkey is a predominantly Muslim country (99%), it is home to many locations 
mentioned in the New Testament. Each of the seven churches of Revelation are located in Turkey.  
Ephesus, where the Apostle John is believed to have spent the latter years of his life, is thought to  
be the place from which he wrote his Gospel. Eastern Turkey is also home to the city of Antakya  
(Antioch), a significant center of early Christianity. Central Turkey and the regions of Cappadocia  
and Galatia were the destination of many of Paul’s journeys and letters. 

Today the remains of once glorious structures of Greek, Byzantine, Armenian, Georgian, and Syrian 
churches can still be found throughout the country, though most are abandoned or unused. Meanwhile, 
the modern Protestant movement is still in its infancy. Within a population of nearly 75 million,  
Turkey’s evangelical believing population is estimated to be around 4,000, making Turkey  
percentage-wise the most unreached country in the world. During this month, we encourage you to 
join us: learn more about the peoples of Turkey and intentionally pray for them daily. We ask that you 
help us through prayer so that as God works 
among the peoples of Turkey, many around 
the world will give thanks for the blessings 
that he is granting through the prayers of  
his people. 

Meditate on the  
passage above,  

(2 Corinthians 1:8-11),  
and pray for the work  
among the Peoples of  
Turkey as God speaks  

to you through  
the passage. 



The Turks make up the majority people group of Turkey (71.8% OW) and 
though ethnically diverse, have a fairly homogenous culture. Turkey is  
considered to be a “link” between the Orient (Chinese and Mongols) and 
the Occidental (Anglo-Saxons, Slavs, Goths, and Latins). The Turks, there-
fore, have a knowledge and mixture of both Eastern and Western cultures. 

The Turks of Turkey are predominantly Sunni Muslim, believing  
in one god (Allah), and an eternal heaven and hell. However,  
they have many ethnic beliefs and superstitions as well. For example, 
they believe that men have the power to curse others by giving them 
the “evil eye.” They believe that one is protected against such a curse by 
wearing blue beads, which the evil eye cannot face. Another  
way to avoid this cursing glare is to spit in a fire and pray to Allah.  

Though traditional ways continue to exist in some areas, the typical  
Turk lives a secularized, modern urban life, with all the materialistic 
advantages and temptations that go with it. Some of the Turkish men 
and women in Turkey are doctors, lawyers, architects, or engineers. 
About 60% of Turks live in major cities such as Istanbul (with 15 million 
people), Ankara, Izmir, and Adana. In general, the Turks are courteous, 
gentle people who readily show hospitality to strangers. They are also 
very patriotic and have a deep sense of nationalistic pride and love for 
their country.  

Although the Turks of Turkey have Christian resources available to them in 
their language and many Christian workers have been working among them, 
they remain predominantly  
Muslim. Among the  
over 59 million  
Turks of Turkey,  
less than 2%  
are evangelical  
Christians. 

DAy TWo:  
The Turks

Pray
• Praise God for the slow but 
steady growth of  Turkish  
evangelical Christians in Turkey.

• Pray for Muslims Turks across 
Turkey to have their eyes open 
to the truth of  the gospel. Pray 
for thousands of  Turks to hear 
the gospel this year and begin a 
life in Christ. 

• Earnestly pray for God to send 
more and more harvesters to 
live and work among the Turks  
of  Turkey and boldly proclaim 
the gospel.  

relaxation is of the  
utmost importance to  

the Turk. Coffee houses  
are popular places where  

men like to meet,  
visit and talk politics  

or business.
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    A middle-aged woman wearing a headscarf and a long pink trench  
    coat pauses. She notices a sign above a display of books that reads,  
   “FREE! Please take what you would like.” Glancing both ways to see if  
   anyone is watching, she steps under the awning to inspect the titles. The first  
   to grab her attention is the New Testament. She almost assuredly knows what  
  it is, though it’s equally possible that she’s never seen one. Next she picks up the 

provocatively titled book, God Is Love. Another passerby stops with her son. She decides to have a 
look. This goes on for a few minutes as both women pick up books, examine them, and nervously put 

DAy Three:  
Free Gospel,  
Free Books

Pray
 • Praise God that his Word is getting to 
thousands of  Turks living in Turkey. Pray for 
God’s word to pierce the heart and soul of  
those who read.
 • Pray for God to open the eyes of   
thousands of  Turks across Turkey to find  
the truth of  the Scriptures trustworthy.
 • Pray for God to call Turkish men and 
women to himself  through the Scriptures 
and for believers to come in contact to teach 
the word to those who are reading it.

them back only to pick them up again. Finally, they stuff their 
collections into bags and head off again in opposite directions. The 

security camera at the entrance to the church building captures this 
scene many times daily. The display is restocked a couple of times a 

week. In total, thousands and thousands of Bibles and books have 
gone out from here. Underneath all of the religiosity, nationalism, 

and materialism in this land, there is curiosity and a deep spiritual 
hunger for something more.

DAy FoUr: Belief

To be Turk and Kurd is to be Muslim, 
even if only nominally so. Family  
pressure, police intimidation, and  
threats from Turkish nationalists and 
Muslim extremists keep many from 
coming to Christ, while forcing others 
to remain secret believers. Among the 
general public, a deep-seated resistance 
to all things Christian makes any form of 
witnessing difficult. However we know 
that God is moving in Turkey. 

Turkey’s Ottoman Empire was for centuries the guardian of all the holy 
places of Islam and its chief protagonist. Since the sweeping reforms of 
the 1920’s, Turkey has officially been a secular state. However Turkey’s 
long association with Islam and more than a millennium of bitter wars 
with “Christian” Europe make conversion appear almost an act of treason.

Pray
 • Pray for radical change in public  
attitudes toward Christians.
 • Pray for the one true God to be revealed 
in the Islamic saturated society of  Turkey.
 • Pray for God to allow Muslims in Turkey  
to build strong, trustworthy relationships  
with believers so they can see the love of  
Christ and be open to the gospel.  
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DAy Five: Istanbul Profiles
Istanbul is a city at once European and Asian, cosmopolitan and religious, progressive and  
conservative. The population, too, is a study in contrasts. Suited business men sit beside struggling  
village immigrants, textile workers rub shoulders with musicians on the metro, fashionistas in  
high-heels breeze past covered women shopping for vegetables in covered bazaars. 

Three brief vignettes give a glimpse into the lives of the diverse inhabitants of this vibrant city:

Ahmet is a factory worker living in one of the poorest districts of Istanbul. He works up to 16 hours a 
day, six days a week to provide for his small family. He moved from a village near the Black Sea because 
he thought city life would be better, but for him and his wife Hatice, who cleans houses for families in a 
wealthy neighborhood, it seems like the better days are always in the future. Ahmet goes to the mosque 
on Friday, and he and his wife fast during the month of Ramadan. He is more faithful than many, so he 
wonders why Allah doesn’t smile upon him. 

Ayse is a divorced socialite. She grew up in an affluent section of Istanbul. Her life has been defined 
by comfort and opulence. She meets her friends regularly in upscale cafes to sip tea and gossip. Life 

seemed exciting when she was younger, but these 
days she feels empty. She wonders if there is any 
real meaning in life.  

Tolga is a believer who chose to follow Christ years 
ago; but recently, he told his family of his decision, 
and his father wouldn’t let him come home for 
three days. His family treats him like a foreigner in 
his own home. His mother’s glances are filled with 
tears and his father is a wall of anger. Tolga won-
ders if he made the right decision. His faith is real, 
but how can he leave behind his family and the 
only life he has ever known?

Article from “Pray for Turkey Cities”

Pray
 • Pray for the peoples of  Turkey who are trying to work 
their way to God, but finding it impossible.  
 • Pray for those held captive by materialism. Pray for 
them to find true hope and meaning in a real, living God.
 • Pray for the believers and churches of  Istanbul.  
Pray for them to persevere in love and faithfulness.

Population  
15,000,000

Istanbul is the only city in  
the world that spans two  

continents – Europe and asia.  
It has been the capital of  

three of the most important  
empires in history: roman,  
Byzantine, and Ottoman.
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Friday afternoons all of the ladies in my apartment 
building gather to read the Qur’an together and 
then drink tea. I normally join in for the tea party 
that follows the Qur’an reading.  

One particular day I arrived early, so I went to  
sit in the kitchen and wait while they prayed  
and read. One of my neighbors was sitting in the 
kitchen alone.  

“Aren’t you going to pray?” I asked her.  

She explained that she wasn’t able to pray because 
she was unclean. I began to talk with my friend 
about what it means to be clean or unclean. I 
told her that Jesus said it’s not what goes into the 
mouth that makes one unclean but what comes out.  

I told her that whether or not her hands were dirty, 
God wants her to have a clean heart. She sat for 
a few minutes not responding and then burst out 
with a list of questions. 

“What does this mean about reading the holy book 
during menstruation?” “What does this mean about 
gossip?” “What does this mean…?”  

We discussed James 3 and several other passages 
of Scripture and then she paused to reflect. 

“This is right,” she stated simply. “I don’t know 
about Christianity and I don’t know about your 
book, but what you say is right. I spend much time 
worrying about the outside looking great, when my 
inside is still unclean.” 

We shared a glass of tea that day, but we shared so 
much more. My friend and I shared a desire to have 
a clean heart.
Excerpt from Share tea, Share Life

DAy Six:  
A Clean Heart

Pray
 • Pray for Muslims across Turkey to see their sin and need 
   for a savior. 
 • Pray for God to reveal Christ as the one who can make 
   them clean.
 • Pray for God to provide more conversations like this one 
   over tea so the gospel can be shared and men and  
   women can find Christ. 



10

If Turkey had an icon or logo that best described the culture,  
it would be a picture of Turkish tea. Turkish tea, or Chai, is one  
of the most important parts of Turkish culture. It is served when you  
enter someone’s home or shop, after you eat a meal, or when you simply 
sit down to rest. It is an integral part of Turkish culture, especially for 
social congregations of men enjoying conversation and leisure.  

DAy Seven:  
Tea Culture

Turkish Chai is a strong black tea consumed without milk. It is typically prepared by stacking two  
kettles (çaydanlık) specially designed for brewing tea. Water is brought to a boil in the larger lower  
kettle and used to fill the smaller top kettle. Several spoonfuls of loose tea leaves are steeped in the  
boiling water, producing a very strong tea. When served, the remaining water from the bottom kettle 
can be used to dilute the tea based on each individual’s preference. It is always served boiling hot and 
usually with cubes of sugar in a thin waist Turkish tea glass. These glasses are held by the rim in order 
to save the drinker’s fingertips from being burned.  

Although it is widely popular today, Turkish tea did not become  
the beverage of choice until the 20th century. It was encouraged  
as an alternative to the glorious Turkish coffee because it was  
less expensive and there was a coffee shortage after World  
War I. Upon the fall of the Ottoman Empire, coffee became  
expensive to import. So Ataturk, the leader of the Turkey’s  
modern republic, encouraged Turkish people to drink more  
tea as it was a sustainable domestic resource. Today  
Turkish tea is a staple for Turkish culture and enjoyed by  
all her people.

Pray
 • Pray for God to provide 
opportunities for believers 
to share the gospel with 
non-believers over tea  
and conversation.

 • Praise God for the 
unique cultural identity  
of  Turkey’s people. Pray 
for the Holy Spirit to move 
among the peoples of  
Turkey and cause a  
turning to Christ for their 
true identity.

Chai tea is  
is the most commonly consumed  

hot drink in Turkey.
Consumption of Chai tea is said  
to help lower your risk of heart  

disease and stroke.
Today, Turkey ranks 5th in  

the world’s production of tea  
after China, India,  

kenya, and sri Lanka.
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DAy eiGhT: Counting the Cost
Murat* is experiencing the pain of persecution from those who once provided the greatest support: his  
family. When he became a university student, he left the village and moved into his brothers’ city apart-
ment. His brothers provided stability and assistance while he began his studies. Life was pretty good. A 
little over a year ago, however, Murat heard the Good News of Jesus Christ and believed. He was now 
afraid to share his faith with his brothers. Before long his brothers found his Bible and questioned him. 
“I am just researching,” he told them in fear. His brothers burned his Bible and informed his father. They 
imposed strict rules on him, watching him carefully and trying to isolate him from other believers.   

        Murat spent the summer in his family village,  
        almost completely cut off from other believers.  
        Desiring to learn more about God and grow in his 
        faith, he read the Bible late at night, but his father 
        found him and threw his Bible in the trash. He  
        tried reading an electronic copy of Scripture only 
        to be discovered again. 
         Murat has returned to the city to start a new year 
         of school. He wants to start meeting with others 
         for worship. He plans to speak openly with his 
         family about his faith and hopes to be baptized. 

         Murat’s public confession of faith could be  
         accompanied by total rejection from his family,  
         the loss of support as he finishes his studies, and  
         even a backlash of persecution on other believers. 

             *Names changed to protect identities.  

and family to the presence of Christ, incarnated 
through a positive witness by believing individ-
uals and communities. Persecution’s goal is to 
silence witness.

In Turkey, persecution and hostility are on the 
rise. In 2007 one expat and two Turkish Chris-
tians were tortured and murdered in the city of 
Malatya. This case points to a powerful nationalist 
element in Turkey. The two murdered Turks were 

Pray
 • Pray that as Murat counts the cost of being a  
disciple of Christ, he will consider Christ to be of  
more value than his family’s approval.  
 • Pray for Murat and other Turkish believers to be 
bold in sharing their faith with their families.  
 • Pray for God to save whole households in Turkey.

DAy nine:  

Persecution

Pray
 • Praise God for the spread of  the church among 
all peoples of  Turkey. Pray for the endurance and 
faithfulness of  Turkish believers.
 • Pray for God to strengthen the church in Turkey 
as believers share the gospel and as a result face 
pressures from their community and family.

Persecution is a 
negative reaction 
by government, 
ideologies, society,

the first Turkish converts from Islam to be martyred in the modern Turkish 
Church. The Church anticipates they will not be the last.

Although Turkey is a secular state, social ostracism, harassment by security forces, 
arbitrary arrests, and disruptions of worship bring insecurity, fear, and uncertainty 
to Turkish believers. Many Muslim background believers have faced violence from 
family. Many have even been murdered for their conversion.
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DAy Ten: The Kurds
The Kurds are the largest ethnic group (population around 30 million) in the world without a nation of 
their own. For centuries they have lived in Central Asia and the Middle East in a ruggedly mountainous 
region historically known as “Kurdistan.” The Kurds generally remained isolated and autonomous in 
these mountains until the late 19th century when large groups of them moved to the nearby lowlands. 

There are approximately 13 million Kurds living in Turkey and in the early 1980’s the Kurdistan  
Workers’ Party (PKK in Kurdish) was formed to give Kurds in Turkey a political voice. When  
statesmanship proved unsuccessful, the PKK began conducting a guerilla insurgency against the  
Turkish government by attacking military outposts and installations in the eastern part of the country. 
The goal of the PKK is to carve out a separate state for the Kurds.

Nearly 99% of Kurmanji-speaking Kurds are Muslims, though many of them are Muslim in name only. Most 
are Sunni. Kurds generally hold to Islam less tightly than other Muslim people groups in the area, and many 
have become disillusioned with Islam due to the oppression from surrounding Muslim ethnic majorities.

The majority of Kurds still live in a tribal-based system, particularly those in villages or at the lower end of the 
socio-economic spectrum. These Kurds usually identify themselves with a certain tribe. This system is often 
not as important to highly educated Kurds or to those who have been assimilated into Turkish society. It is still 
common for Kurds to only marry within their own tribe or with members of a select number of allied tribes. 

Pray
 • Ask God to strengthen and encourage the 
small number of  Kurdish believers.
 • Pray for God to call out more workers to 
learn Kurmanji and spend their lives for the 
sake of  Kurds in Turkey to know Christ. 

The two most commonly spoken dialects of the Kurdish  
language are Kurmanji and Sorani, with a number of other  
smaller dialects. At present, there are several hundred  
Kurmanji Kurd believers sprinkled throughout the world, but 
fewer than 10 evangelical churches are known to exist among 
them in their historic homeland. None of these churches wor-
ship in their heart language. Despite repeated efforts to mobilize 
work among them, there are still dozens of Kurdish cities of 
over 50,000 people that have virtually no access to the gospel.
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DAy eLeven: Search for Identity
Ismet’s* mother serves a homemade sweet pastry called baklava and hot tea, then disappears into the 
kitchen leaving the men to eat and talk. Ismet lingers over the sticky sweets, explaining his reasons for 
staying in the village. It wasn’t his first choice. Like many young men dreaming of the big city, Ismet 
wanted to leave home. But when realities began to sink in—the cost of living in a place like Istanbul, 
the distance from his aging parents—he chose to stay. He is happy he did. He enjoys teaching at a local 
elementary school, giving something back to the place that nurtured him. He sees children who were just 
like him, struggling to learn the Turkish language and slowly adopting a Turkish identity. He comes from 
an Azeri background and is proud to be who he is and living where he is. To him that means being a Turk.  

The Turkish government works hard to blur differences between ethnic groups, enforcing Turkish as the 
spoken language and using Turkish national identity as a tool for creating unity among various peoples. 
For some like Ismet, the efforts are successful. Other minorities are not so easily assimilated. Kurds 
comprise close to 20 percent of the population of Turkey. Most live in the east near borders with Iran, 
Iraq and Syria. Some would prefer to be free of Turkish authority. 

For many years they have dreamed of having a homeland. Some have resorted to terrorism to force the 
Turkish government to give in to their demands. In response, the government has cracked down on  
dissidents, often resulting in more violence and increased discontent. Kurds often face discrimination 
and loss of social status because of their ethnicity. In urban areas they sometimes hesitate to acknowl-
edge their ethnic identity and hometowns for fear of being stigmatized. “Many Kurds have someone in 
their family who is in jail or who has been killed,” explains a Christian who has lived among the Kurds. 
“It’s all extremely personal to  
them. In nearly every family  
there is some deep grief and  
loss…some incident or injury.”  
But where Kurds are coming 
to Christ, they are surrendering 
their bitterness to him. Rather  
than blurring ethnic differences, 
the gospel brings out their  
beauty and gives Kurds freedom 
unmatched by anything anyone 
else can offer. Though he is not  
Kurdish, Ismet longs for the  
same kind of freedom. He is  
content with small town living, 
but dreams of the opportunities 
and joy that Turkish identity,  
a good job, family—even a big  
city—can’t provide.

Article from Along the Silk Road
*Names changed to protect identities.

Pray
 • The kurdish people and other minority peoples have  
been suppressed and their culture moderated. Pray for a  
rehabilitation of their culture and for healthy kurdish  
contextual churches to grow in Turkey.
 • Pray for God to send a believer to interact with young  
men like Ismet and help him find his true identity in Christ. 
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Pray
 • The kurdish people and other minority peoples have  
been suppressed and their culture moderated. Pray for a  
rehabilitation of their culture and for healthy kurdish  
contextual churches to grow in Turkey.
 • Pray for God to send a believer to interact with young  
men like Ismet and help him find his true identity in Christ. 

DAy TWeLve:  
No Friends But the Mountains

A century ago world powers left the Kurds off their newly drawn maps. Pen, paper and powerful men 
established lines that crisscrossed the traditional homelands of the Kurds. These lines helped create the 
modern boarders of Iran, Iraq, Syria and Turkey, but not Kurdistan.

Though map-makers of old overlooked the Kurdish people, God never did. Our Lord promised that 
His glory would one day be among all peoples, including the Kurds. Some Kurds believe the turns of 
history prove they are a despised people. A Kurdish proverb says, “The Kurds have no friends but the 
mountains.” Yet the creator of the mountains has established a way for the Kurds to step beyond friend-
ship and become full heirs in His Kingdom.

Kurds in Turkey have very little access to the gospel, partly because there are very few mission workers 
serving among them. In recent years however, God used workers in Turkey to bring a few Kurds to faith 
in Him. Though isolated, these new believers join a small, but growing body of Kurdish believers, who 
have accepted the good news of Jesus Christ.

Today workers are developing audio and visual materials in the Kurdish dialect spoken in this region. 
The work is critical since most Kurds do not read or write in their own heart language. 

Pray
 • ask God to help workers complete these  
projects quickly so that the good news of Christ’s 
salvation will soon get into the hearts and minds  
of the kurds of Turkey.  
 • Pray for God to call more people to work  
among the kurds in Turkey, where conditions may  
be difficult and demanding.
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Pray
 • Pray for our brothers and sisters  
in diyarbakir to be bold to share  
the gospel and reach out to their 
community and neighbors.
 • Pray for God to continue to save 
kurds in diyarbakir and to strengthen 
the church as more people come to 
faith in Christ.

DAy ThirTeen:  

Diyarbakir

The walls of diyarbakir  
are the second largest  
city walls in the world  

after the Great  
Wall of China.

      

               Diyarbakir is one of the largest cities in southeastern  
               Turkey. Situated on the banks of the River Tigris it is  
               the administrative capital of the Diyarbakir Province.  
               With a population of close to 850,000, it is the second 
                largest city in that region of Turkey.
 

The area around Diyarbakir has been inhabited by humans since the stone-age. During the Ottoman  
era the city was an important military base for controlling this region and the city walls built by  
Constantius II can still be walked on today.  

During the 1980s and 1990s, Diyarbakir’s population of Kurds dramatically grew. As a result of the PKK 
insurgency, people sought refuge in the city walls. Today 72% of the inhabitants use Kurdish in their 
daily speech. Some say that if the Kurds had their own land, Diyarbakir would be the capital city. 

There is a small but thriving church in Diyabakir. They are well respected in the community and are 
actively sharing the gospel and making disciples. They have faced many pressures from specific groups.  
But God is using them to make his name known in this area of Turkey.
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DAy FoUrTeen: Batman
Batman is a city in southeastern Turkey near the Iraqi border. It is home to the largest oil field in  
Turkey. Since the development of this oil field, the city of Batman has grown rapidly from a village  
population of 3,000 to a bustling city of 350,000. Batman is inhabited by mostly Kurds. Batman was 
once a religious center and a prominent outpost for the Silk Road. 

A high number of honor killings take place in Batman. Girls risk being murdered by family members 
for bringing shame to the family name. The girls’ “crimes” range from receiving text messages from a 
boy to refusing an arranged marriage. In 2006, the Turkish government began enforcing lengthy prison 
terms for those guilty of honor killing, but the problem persists.

There are only a handful of known believers in the city of Batman.  
The need for more long-term workers to live in this difficult city is critical.

Pray
 • Pray for honor killings and suicides to be replaced with the abundant and 
eternal life that comes from God.
 • Pray for the handful of  young believers to continue to grow in faith and be a 
bold witness despite harsh persecution from their families & others.
 • Pray for foreign families seeking to move to Batman to have open doors to 
live and work there.

The former  mayor of Batman  looked into suing film  director Christopher  
Nolan for the unauthorized  use of the town  name in the movie  Batman Begins.

Pray
 • Praise God for saving Arzu.
 • Pray for Arzu’s children to come to know Christ.  
 • Pray for women like Arzu who face difficult situations  
and need to find hope in Christ. 

DAy FiFTeen:  

Trials and Tears 

     When Arzu* was still a child, her father took a second  
     wife. As the family dynamics shifted, Arzu was alternately  
    ignored and abused. She often suffered for days without food  
because her new mother would not permit her to eat with the family. When she was only fifteen years 
old, she agreed to marry a man simply to get out of her father’s house. 

Arzu gave birth to the first of five children the year after she married. While she was pregnant with 
her youngest child, her husband left her and moved to another city. Arzu was crushed. Not only 
would she have to raise five children alone, but she became the object of shame from friends and fam-
ily. Not long after her youngest daughter was born, her husband returned home, announcing that he 
had cancer. Arzu graciously received him and cared for him for the short time he had left.

Despite a life of trials and tears, Arzu is not without hope. Recently she met a foreign family living in 
Batman. She was hired to teach the family Turkish on a daily basis. One day during class the family 
gave her a New Testament and told her that they loved her because Christ first loved them. 

Intrigued, Arzu began reading through the book. After finishing the New Testament, she asked for an 
entire Bible. Arzu began being discipled by another foreign family on a weekly basis and she soon 
       confessed Christ as Lord and Savior. Filled with 
       joy, Arzu is now sharing her faith openly despite 
       the possibility of facing severe persecution.

        Article from Pray for Turkey Cities  
       *Names changed to protect identities.
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DAy SixTeen: A Man Finds Peace
Baran* was raised in a family sympathetic to the Kurdish rebels of southeastern Turkey. As a teenager, 
he protested against the Turkish government. Later his activism turned to aggression when he joined 
the guerilla movement fighting Turkish forces. Baran first read the Bible while camped out in the 
mountains with the rebels. After many years of fighting, he became increasingly disillusioned with the 
political cause and returned to Diyarbakir. 

In the city Baran found his way to a protestant church. He began to search the Bible diligently with a 
few of the elders and soon turned his life over to Jesus Christ. As Baran studied scripture, his life began 
to change radically. When he shared with the church leadership that he felt called to be in ministry, he 
was encouraged to begin by making things right with the Turkish government.

Baran wrote a letter to the government expressing his sorrow for his terrorist activities. He offered  
to fulfill the requirement for mandatory service in the Turkish military. The government replied that  
he would have to complete his military service and that, additionally, he would serve time in prison 
afterwards due to his terrorist activities.

Baran completed his military service and then served more than six months in prison for his previous 
crimes. While in prison, Baran was allowed to keep his Bible. He took every opportunity to witness to 
other prisoners about the change Jesus Christ had made in his life. Baran saw God miraculously save  
      two prison inmates prior to his release. 
      
      Article from Pray for Turkey Cities  

      *Names changed to protect identities.
Pray
 • Praise God for the believers in  
diyarbakir who are discipling new 
believers like Baran.
 • Pray for God to call new members to 
his kingdom like Baran. 
 • Pray for men like Baran to be 
faithful followers of Christ even in the 
midst of difficulties. Pray for God to 
use Baran to make his name known in 
diyarbakir. 
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On a warm summer day in Samsun, a small  
Christian fellowship baptized twelve new  
believers in a nearby river. Most had come to  
faith through encounters with the church’s  
pastor as he traveled to visit scattered believers.  

One of the new believers, Dilek,* is a student in Samsun. Upon hearing of her commitment to Christ, 
her family threatened to disown her. During a recent visit home, her parents took away her computer 
and cell phone, and ordered her never to return to the fellowship. Eventually they allowed her to return 
to school and she resumed meeting with the believers.  

The night before the baptism service, some guests were staying in the building where the church meets 
when they heard a knock at the door. Dilek stood in front of the building with a Muslim classmate by 
her side.  

“She wants to learn my faith, “ Dilek explained. As a new believer, Dilek didn’t feel confident to share 
with her friend. Tearfully, she asked the other believers if they could help. 

They invited the girls in and for two hours, the believers sat sipping chai with Dilek’s friend, Fatma,* 
and patiently explained the gospel to her. The soft spoken college student listened intently as she heard 
the message of God’s redeeming grace.

Fatma confessed, “I know that I’m not a good person and that I sin.  But I don’t know what to do.  
When I pray it just feels empty.”

She also admitted to being afraid of what the cost might be if she believed. 

Fatma stood on the river bank the next morning and watched as her friend Dilek was baptized, the  
radical step of obedience that, in a Muslim context, marks the point of no return and powerfully  
symbolizes the passing from death to life.

Article from Pray for Turkey Cities *Names changed to protect identities

Pray
 • Pray for God to grant the believers in the city of  
Samsun boldness to bear faithful witness to the gospel 
in spite of  the cost.
 • Pray for unity and trust among the believers.
 • Pray for God to continue to draw college students 
to himself.

DAy SevenTeen:  

From Death to Life
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DAy eiGhTeen: Dreams and Visions
Seven is a poor Kurdish woman who lives in a rough neighborhood of Istanbul. Her husband drinks 
and hasn’t worked in months. So she cleans houses to keep her family afloat. She constantly talks of 
how difficult her life is and how it seems like everything is against her. 

One week as we prepared for cooking club at our community center, Seven walked in with excitement. 
She was the first to show up, and she didn’t waste any time in telling us about her dream the night before. 

“I was with Samantha,” she started. “We were going to church together, and I had my daughter with 
me. When we walked into the church, the doorway was really dark and I was really scared. But we kept 
walking, and it became really bright. We were outside, and there were bright green trees everywhere, 
beautiful grass, and a lot of foreigners. None of them spoke Turkish, but they were nice to me. They 
were eating and shopping.”  

Seven paused for a moment then asked, “Is church really like that? Are there churches around here?”  
I can’t remember what else she said or asked, but we were able to share John 1 and John 8:12 with her. 
We then explained more to her about church and heaven from the scriptures. 

The next week another friend named Gizem came to us and said she had a dream. Gizem’s husband suffers from 
a hereditary degenerative disease. They didn’t discover it until after the two were married. They recently learned 
their 19-year-old son has the same disease with just a few more years of “normalcy” ahead. 

“I was at my summer home with you all,” she explained about her dream. “There was some sort of gathering, 
                   maybe for Christmas or  
                   something. It was very  
                   green and beautiful with  
                   lots of trees. We were eating  
                   together and our families  
                   were there. Then we  
                   gathered together for  
                   Christmas celebration and  
                   worshipping.” This led her 
                   to ask about church, how  
                   we celebrate Christmas,  
                   and why everything was so  
                   green and beautiful. As we  
                   talked with her, all I could  
                   think about was how similar  
                   her dream was to Seven’s. 

                   Both of these women have 
                   heard the good news. Both 
                   have been given many  
                   opportunities to respond. 
 

                   We pray that these dreams  
                   are another step in their  
                   journey to faith, and that  
                   through them many will  
                   come to Christ.

Pray
 • Praise God for revealing himself in dreams 
and visions. Praise God for his word and the 
church that can help confirm how God is seeking 
these individuals.
 • Pray for men and women to have faith in what 
God is showing them about himself and for  
God to provide opportunities to interact  
with believers to talk about what they have 
experienced.
 • Pray for these individuals to repent and  
believe in Christ.

19



20

DAy nineTeen: Bring it Home Quickly
Ayse has been our language teacher for around three months. However, she just obtained a new job  
and will no longer be able to help us. During the last few months, we have worked at sharing truth when 
opportunities arose or creating the opportunities as it seemed appropriate. Ayse has always been recep-
tive, even curious enough to ask many questions. We are grateful for her openness to hearing our words.

During our lessons she often walks over to our bookshelf and pulls one of the Bibles off our shelf and 
starts looking through it. Recently I asked Ayse if her family had a Bible. She said that they used to but 
it disappeared when they were having work done on their house. I gave her a copy of the Bible in Turk-
ish, and she joyfully accepted the gift. The next day, she even came back with a surprising story. When 
she told her father that we had given her a Bible, he excitedly asked,  
“It is in Turkish? Bring it home quickly so I can read it!”  

I regret that I hadn’t given her a copy of the Bible earlier so we  
could’ve talked about what she was reading. However, I will work 
hard to maintain our relationship. I am so thankful for the  
friendship we have with Ayse and the opportunity that God has  
given us to speak into her life. I pray that he will use our words  
and especially his own Word now to change her heart and save her.

Work has been  
completed for the  

translation of the NT  
in kurmanji kurd, but  
the OT translation is  

still in process.

Pray
 • We know God’s word will not 
return void. Praise God for his 
word translated in the Turkish 
language.
 • Pray for the wide distribution 
of his Word to all people living 
in Turkey.
 • Pray for God to create a 
desire in the Peoples of Turkey 
to find a copy of the Bible and 
read it. 



DAy TWenTy:  

The Zaza
As we have focused on the two main 
people groups in Turkey, the Turks  
and Kurds, it is important for us to 
remember the smaller people groups 
that exist in this country of 75 million 
people. One of the last Unreached  
Unengaged People Groups left in  
Turkey is the Zaza people. 

There are close to 3 million Zaza living 
in Turkey. The Zaza are related to the 
Kurds, but a distinct Persian/Mede 
people group. They are split into two 
categories, The Northern Zaza and the 
Southern Zaza. 

The Southern Zaza of Turkey have a 
population of 1,500,000. This people 
group is found only in Turkey. Their 
primary language is Dimli. The  
primary religion practiced by the 
Southern Zaza is Sunni Islam,  
the largest branch of Islam. Sunni  
Muslims follow the teachings of the 
Qur’an and consider the first four 
caliphs to be the rightful successors of 
Muhammad. This people group is less 
than 2% evangelical. Some evangelical 
resources are available, but there has 
been no active church planting. 
from among them to disciple others.

The Northern Zaza of Turkey have a population of 
1,500,000. This people group is found only in  
Turkey. Their primary language is Kirmanjki. The  
primary religion practiced by the Northern Zaza is  
Shia Islam, one of two major denominations of Islam.  
The followers of Shia Islam are called Shias or Shiites.  
This people group is less than 2% evangelical. Some  
evangelical resources are available, but there has been  
no active church planting among them within the past 
two years.

Pray 
 • There are a few believers among the Northern 
Zaza, but they need discipleship and maturing. Pray  
for God to grow the faith of  these believers and  
raise up leaders and elders from among them to  
disciple others.
 • Pray for an awakening to God to happen among  
the Southern Zaza.
 • There is an active group of  Southern Zaza people 
who are interested in knowing more about the gospel. 
Pray for their hearts to be open to Christ and for them 
to believe.

There are small  
pockets of  

Zaza living in Germany.
 

Pray4zaza.com is a  
great prayer  

resource for the Zaza.



DAy TWenTy one: Ahmet’s Obedience
A key part of our strategy is spending long nights at our friends’ houses teaching out of the Bible.  
Praise God there are about 10 Zazas in that small town who are willing to hear the Bible and about the 
goodness of Christ anytime. All of them have confessed with their mouth that Jesus is Lord, but they 
would also tell you Ali is pretty cool, too. Ali, a relative of Muhammed, is their prophet, kind of the 
patron saint of their Alevi Shia-like sect of Islam. Last month I spent several hours with Ahmet and his 
family teaching on what it meant to love your neighbor. Ahmet is a small-time building developer who 
is always looking for the next big real estate break. Land developers here don’t have the reputation of 
being the most generous people. Think of a smaller, darker Donald Trump. I gave a modern-day Good 
Samaritan example asking them what they would do if they came across a drunk homeless guy passed 
out in front of their house. They said they would help him of course.

The next morning, Ahmet left his house and began his normal walk through the snow into town. On 
his way, he noticed two women sitting on the steps of the district government building. They appeared 
distraught and, though he didn’t know them, Ahmet decided to stop and see what the deal was. From 
the cold concrete steps, the young mother described how her husband had beat her and then kicked her 
and her mother out of their house. They had no money and went to the only place they could think of, 
the government office to see if there might some kind of help available. The governor’s office said they 
would see what they could do. That didn’t sound promising to Ahmet. He brought them to a warm cafe 
and listened to the rest of their story over some tea. Ahmet has a pretty good network and said he could 
find the young woman work with his friend and a place to stay.

About 30 minutes later Ahmet found me. “I have something to tell you, and it’s a good thing,” he said 
with a smile. He explained this story to me with joy in his eyes and an almost giddy demeanor, contrary 
to his normal land developer in-control self. “If you hadn’t taught me that lesson about helping people 
last night, there is no way I would have stopped to talk to those women. I didn’t know them,” he said. 
It’s in these moments that I realize that I am not just beating my head against a wall out here. God is re-
ally moving, working in people’s hearts. One piece of the Great Commission that can get lost in the mix 
at times is “…and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” Matt 28:20a. Praise God 
for Ahmet’s obedience to God’s command. May more obedience to God’s commands spring forth in 
           Zazas’ hearts for their joy and for the fame of Jesus in 
           this land.

22

Pray
 • Pray for Zaza believers like Ahmet to continue to 
walk out their faith in obedience to God.  
 • Praise God for workers who are discipling Zaza 
believers. Pray for more workers to go to the Zaza.
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While in Western Turkey, I found a Bible on a park bench. I could 
not stop reading it. The words gave life, and I was convinced of 
my need for a Savior. I was discipled by some Korean believers. I 
started to feel the urgency of the Great Commission and the weight 
of the lostness of my  
people, the Zazas. 

I travel back to my village as often as I can. No one else in my  
family or village is a believer. 

In Matthew, Jesus calls us to go into all the world to share about the 
good news of Jesus. 

This is a call to the Zaza people. This is a call to love as Jesus loves. 

DAy  
TWenTy TWo:  

Metmah

Pray
 • Praise God for saving Metmah. Pray  
for his faith to grow.
 • Praise God that by his grace  
Metmah is able to return to his  
village often to share the gospel with his 
family and friends. Pray for his family to 
repent and believe in Christ.
 • Pray for many to believe and for the 
church to be established in Metmah’s 
village. 

My name is Metmah. 
I was born a Zaza Muslim 
in a small village in the 
Southern Zaza heartland  
in Eastern Turkey. 



DAy TWenTy Three:  

Sacrifice = Good Works 

As I stood in the local grocery store  
parking lot, a great sadness covered my  
soul. Blood, animal excrement, body parts,  
and busy people surrounded me as I stood there praying.  
Some men, women, and children carried their freshly sacrificed meat to their vehicles. Others posed for 
family photos with the sheep they were about to have sacrificed for them. Although the bloody image 
was disturbing, what gripped my soul was the state of the people. Their “good work” of sacrificing  
animals and giving portions of the meat to family, friends, and the poor was a desperate attempt to 
avoid a certain eternal punishment.  

This foremost Muslim holiday (Kurban Bayram in Turkish, Cejna Qurbanê in Kurdish, Eid al-Adha in 
Arabic) happens all around the world each year. In the Muslim view, it honors the willingness of  
Abraham to sacrifice his young first-born son Ishmael as an act of submission to Allah’s command,  
before he then intervened to provide Abraham with a lamb to sacrifice instead. 

It is yet another attempt to tip the scales of good works versus bad works in their favor, with the hopes 
that Allah may grant them eternal life in paradise. The problem is they (and many others) believe their 
“sacrifices” will save them. In reality only by knowing, trusting, following, and loving Jesus can any of 
us be saved. Only through His blood being shed as a perfect sacrifice on the cross for our sins can God’s 
wrath be appeased. 

Whether it is sacrificing animals, giving money, helping others, or whatever other good things we think 
we do, many of us are in danger of believing that our efforts earn us heavenly credit. In reality, the only 
difference between many of us and millions of Muslims is that we have trusted in different means to 
earn God’s grace. But perhaps the most disappointing part of this sacrifice  
holiday is that Muslims do not see God’s provision for Abraham as  
pointing to Christ, his perfect life and atoning sacrifice on the cross  
for us. 

Pray
 • Pray for the millions of  
Muslims living in Turkey to  
be dissatisfied as they  
“work” hard to earn salvation.
 • Pray for believers to tell  
them of the perfect sacrifice 
Christ made on our behalf so 
that we can have eternal life.

a goat or sheep of  
minimum one year old is 

 killed/sacrificed. sometimes  
even a bull or a camel of minimum 

 2 years old is sacrificed, representing 
 a sacrifice of up to seven people. The  

meat is then given to the poor  
(both within Turkey and outside)  

and shared among family  
members and neighbors.

24
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DAy TWenTy FoUr:  

Are Women Inferior?
We’ve known Gulay for about five years now. Her son and ours were good friends in elementary school.  
Over time we’ve touched very briefly on spiritual things, but she never showed a real interest in  
pursuing the topic. Recently we went as a family to visit them, hoping for an open door to share with 
them and for interest on their part to listen. They are a very modern, progressive family by Turkish  
standards. As we talked over a wide range of topics that evening, we came to the subject of religion.

Both Gulay and her husband have serious reservations about Islam. They have seen over and over  
again how much of a burden it is on people and how it gives less value to women than men, especially 
putting them at a disadvantage to enter paradise. Her husband has rejected all religion whatsoever. 
Gulay, however, believes in a god, but rejects many of the things she’s been taught about Islam and the 
Qur’an. “What,” she wondered, “does the Bible teach about women? Does God value them the way He 
does men? Did He create them inferior to men?” 

Not sure how much she would actually listen, we shared how God created husband and wife to be one. 
We spoke of how sin tears us apart and how in Christ we are reconciled to God and to one another. 
Roles may be different, we said, but our value in God’s eyes is no different. All of us, men and women, 
need to be saved from our sin.  

Gulay listened intently, liking what she heard 
but still hearing it as “our” beliefs. We are now  
reading through a booklet in Turkish with  
Gulay that explains several stories of Jesus’  
interactions with women and the value he  
gave them. It also clearly invites the reader  
to believe in Christ. We are praying for a good  
opportunity to give this book to Gulay, for her  
to read it and to see the love of Christ in  
particular for women.

Pray
 • Pray for women across Turkey to see their  
value in Christ.
 • Pray for Gulay to believe in Christ.
 • Pray for a society that sometimes does not 
place high value on women to see a difference 
in the lives of  believers that God values all of  his 
children.



Laugh lines frame Mustafa’s* dark eyes. He can’t 
help but talk with his hands. It makes him seem 
larger than he is. As a child Mustafa was abandoned to the  
care of an alcoholic grandfather by his parents. He faced  
difficult questions early in life, trying to understand his relationship with his absent parents and  
struggling with the rote answers of his religion teacher at school. Fistfights with his peers and physical 
abuse from his grandfather stoked a fiery anger in his soul. He was expelled from school and served two 
years in the military before returning home determined to search for God. 

The only place he knew to go was the mosque. There he learned to read and pray in Arabic. But  
eventually he tired of worshiping in a foreign language and decided to study the Qur’an in Turkish. 
Reading in his heart language brought clarity but not greater understanding. He grew frustrated with 
the rules, with the stories the imam told that made no sense. One night, mad at the world, he cried out 
to God: “Who are you? If you don’t show yourself to me, I won’t believe you.” 

He fell asleep and had a dream. Three creatures chased him trying to kill him. He ended up seeking 
safety in a church building. Waking from the dream, Mustafa asked: What was the church? What did 
the Bible have to say to him? Finding a Bible, Mustafa began to read the stories of Jesus. Questions 
tugged at his heart: Has God ever cried? I’ve cried a lot. Has God ever suffered? Because, I’ve suffered a 
lot. Does He know what it’s like to be rejected? Does he know how it feels to be alone? “I started  
looking at the story of Jesus and saw that he never did anything wrong, but he suffered,” Mustafa says. 
“His friends all left him. He was alone on the cross. All these questions were being answered by Jesus.”  
 

     Understanding these truths, Mustafa put his faith in Jesus.  
     It was the beginning of the biggest fight of his life. For the  
     next 40 days, Mustafa felt like he was going crazy. He had  
     terrifying visions. One day he looked out the window and  
     decided to jump, to end the struggle once and for all. He  
     was poised at the window, ready to kill himself, when he  
     heard a voice say “No!” Mustafa moved away from the  
     window. He began to pray in Jesus’ name, saying, “I believe  
     in you, no matter what.” Then he lay down and slept deeply 
     for the first time in weeks.

     Today, nearly 20 years later, Mustafa has one message: “I  
     didn’t choose religion; I chose life. I didn’t believe by (only)  
     reading; I have seen it all—I’ve been to hell and back  
     basically—and I believe this is true.” His confidence has  
     held firm the past two years as he has been in and out of  
     court, on trial for sharing his faith. “That doesn’t really  
     bother me, because I expect that,” he says. 
 

     “They can’t really do anything to me. They can kill me if  
     they want, but that doesn’t really matter. I share the gospel.  
     That’s my job. I do my job and let God do His job.” 
     *Names changed to protect identities.
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DAy TWenTy Five:  

Seeing the Invisible

Pray
 • Pray for God to bless many Turkish Muslims with 
dreams of  Jesus and then with opportunities to 
hear the Gospel. As they hear the truth, pray that 
they will believe.
 • Pray for God to strengthen the faith of  Muslim 
background believers like Mustafa as they face 
hardships and struggle with how and when to 
proclaim the gospel to their families and friends.  
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        The majority of Turks live in  
        their home country, but significant  
        numbers live elsewhere.  
        Several million Turks live in  
Germany alone as either guest workers or German citizens. Many more live throughout Europe and 
North America; a small but significant population lives in disputed Northern Cyprus.

My husband and I just started Turkish lessons with a tutor in our city in the Netherlands. Her name is 
Yeliz. She is very good language helper, using Dutch to teach us Turkish. At this point in our language 
development our discussions with Yeliz are often a bit limited. But just last weekend another teammate 
from Germany visited us. She had come a few months prior and met our tutor as we set up our class. 
Since our teammate from Germany could speak Turkish, the two were able to talk more and seemed to 
enjoy meeting each other.  

While our friend was in town from Germany, I decided to invite Yeliz to breakfast. Both ladies came 
over, and I served a traditional Turkish breakfast with olives, cucumber, tomatoes, and cheeses. In just 
a few short hours, my teammate was able to share the gospel in a natural way to our tutor. Through the 
course of the conversation, we also learned that Yeliz’s birthday was only a couple of days away. So two 
days later my daughter made a cake, and my son and I delivered it to her on her birthday.  

It was amazing to see how our relationship with Yeliz blossomed through my friend’s visit. Our tutor 
seemed very open to what our friend said about who Jesus is and what he has done for us. We had been 
praying for ways to share our faith with Yeliz for a few months, and it was fun to see how God arranged 
a way for her to clearly hear the good news. In the days ahead we look forward to seeing the many ways 
God will reveal himself to those from Central Asia now living in Rotterdam.  

DAy TWenTy Six:  

Turkish Breakfast in Rotterdam

Estimates suggest  
that there are now  
more than 4 million  

people of Turkish origin  
living in Germany.

Pray
 • Pray for Yeliz as she continues to hear the  
gospel. Pray for God to soften her heart and 
for Yeliz to come to faith in Christ.
 • Pray for the millions of Turks living  
outside of Turkey throughout Europe and 
North america. Pray for encounters with  
believers who are faithful to share the gospel.
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DAy TWenTy Seven:  

Living in America

The United States is home to many of the people groups that find their origins in Turkey. In fact,  
there are said to be close to 500,000 Turks and over 58,000 Kurds living in the United States.  

Turks in America: Turkish Americans live in all fifty states, although the largest concentrations are found 
in New York City, and Washington, D.C. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, Americans of Turkish 
origin mostly live in the State of New York followed by, California, New Jersey, Florida, Texas, Virginia, 
Illinois, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and Maryland.

Kurds in America: Nashville, Tennessee has the  
nation’s largest population of Kurdish people,  
with an estimated 8,000-11,000. Nashville has  
been given the nickname “Little Kurdistan” by  
the large population of Kurds living in the  
Elysian Fields area of town. There are also large  
populations of Kurds in Los Angeles and  
San Diego, California.

Pray
 • Pray for the church in America to mobilize with 
a strategic purpose of  sharing the gospel with the 
thousands of  Turks and Kurds living in the U.S.
 • Pray for God to make his name known among the 
Turks and Kurds living within the U.S.

To get a taste  
of traditional  
fresh baked  

kurdish bread,  
visit azadi International  

Market in  
Nashville, Tennessee.
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DAy TWenTy eiGhT: True Art 
Last year I had the opportunity to show some of my own artwork at a gallery in a trendy part of  
Istanbul. The theme of the exhibition was “Then, Now, Next”. For the showing I completed a total  
of thirteen paintings. In each I infused symbols of redemptive truth with the goal of sharing and  
explaining it to those who came. In particular, I had a statement attached to my work highlighting  
my testimony. In my mind, I thought those words would be the main avenue to share truth. But to my 
dismay, the curator severely edited my testimony before the showing.  

Despite the setback, throughout the event I was encouraged by the way the Holy Spirit worked  
and overcame obstacles. Instead of using my written statement to share with visitors, the art itself 
opened doors for discussion. In the end I was able to share personally with over 100 people about my 
relationship with the Lord. At times during the event I felt like a street preacher, except in this case 
much of crowd was actually listening. People responded to the subject matter and the symbolism in  
my work. Many of the people expressed that they had never before seen or heard the message I was 
sharing with them.  

I am thankful that art can be a useful tool for visual communication and that God even used my work 
for his glory. I praise him for a respected public venue to display it to the honor of his name.

Pray
 • Praise God for the many workers called 
to share the gospel and make disciples in 
Turkey. Praise God for using their talents to 
engage others with the gospel.
 • There is much work to be done in Turkey. 
Pray for God to call out more workers to live, 
work and make disciples in Turkey.
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DAy TWenTy nine: Steps of Obedience
The story from Acts 8 of Phillip and the Ethiopian eunuch is dear to our hearts. As we look back on  
the way we met Emre and Meltem, we certainly believe that God sent us all the way to Turkey for them. 
They, like the Ethiopian eunuch who lived two centuries before them, were reading without  
understanding and needed someone to explain. When we opened up the word with them to explain, 
the Spirit called them to salvation. It’s been nearly a year and a half since Emre and Meltem professed 
faith in Christ, and although there have been ups and downs, struggles and trials, we rejoice in how  
the Father has already matured their faith and helped them grow in obedience. 

As summer was upon us and the water around us began to get warmer, we began to discuss baptism 
in depth with them. We read about what it symbolizes. We talked about it as a step of obedience. We 
discussed the seriousness of what we’re saying to people when we are baptized. Emre looked at us and 
said, “This is so strange that we’re talking about this now. Just this week I’ve been thinking a lot about 
it.” Throughout the rest of the week we affirmed the Spirit’s work in his heart.

Pray
 • Pray for their growing faith and increasing 
opportunities to share as they continue walking  
in obedience.  
 • Pray for the salvation of  Meltem’s unbelieving 
mom who was also present at their baptism.  
 • Pray their act of  obedience will encourage  
other national brothers and sisters to follow in 
their steps.

Praise the Lord,  
on a warm summer  
afternoon Emre and  

Meltem followed their  
Savior by stepping into the  

water and were baptized.  
Praise the Lord that they have  

had opportunities to share when  
people ask about the pictures  

from their baptism that  
decorate a small space in  

their living room. 



Arif had been conflicted for some time. 
He originally professed faith in Christ a 
couple of years ago. Since then he had 
been meeting with our small group of 
believers. During that time, he was  
lying to his family in order to  
meet with us. We discouraged his  
deceitfulness. Instead, we were  
encouraging him to be honest about 
his desire to follow Christ.  
Then one day Arif texted me a long 
message: 
“I’ve been thinking for a long time, and 
it’s time for me to make a decision. This 
is my decision—for a long time, maybe 
forever, I’m thinking of not joining the 
fellowship. As long as I am living with 
my parents I cannot say that I am a 
believer. I don’t want to lie to them and 
continue to join the fellowship. For 
a long period of time I will walk as a 
believer alone.”
Many who follow Christ in Turkey  
refuse to tell families & friends out of   
fear of their response. Those who do  
reveal their new identities in Christ risk 
dismissal from their jobs, abandon-
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Pray
 • arif’s story is a reality for many in Turkey who  
want to follow Christ. Pray for God to give Muslim 
Background Believers the faith to be obedient as they 
face the fear of being isolated from their families.
 • Pray for God’s grace for arif to be confident to come 
back to the fellowship and tell his family about his 
faith in Christ.  
 • Pray for God to use arif to make his name known to 
his family.

DAy ThirTy:  

I Will Walk Alone

ment from their friends, and excommunication from their families. The remainder of Arif’s text revealed 
his own struggle with these fears: “It doesn’t make sense to take this risk with my family and have to be 
separated from them. In the end, no one can look after me as much as my family. I’m not expecting the 
fellowship to stand behind me in this. Goodbye. I’ve cut off all ties with the fellowship and I will remain 
alone for a while. Don’t call me.  I’m not expecting you to understand me, you may think that I’m mak-
ing a mistake. However, this is the best thing. Thank you for everything.”
I responded to Arif with a farewell message of my own, expressing my love for him and encouraging 
him not to go down this road. I told him that in doing this he will neither honor Christ who willingly  
sacrificed Himself for him, nor his family. I wrote, “If you really love your family you must make  
known to them this one way of salvation. For the sake of Christ, for the sake of your family, be  
willing to sacrifice your own life.” 
   I told him I would not contact him anymore if he didn’t want me to do so,  
   but I again expressed my love for him. Thankfully, Arif wrote back one more  
   time expressing his love for us and telling me he needed more time to think. 



Pray
 • Pray the Lord will display his  
love and mercy to the people of  
Turkey by pouring out his Holy  
Spirit upon the land, revealing  
his glory through healings, signs 
and wonders.
 • Pray the Lord breaks down the 
lies and the endless misinformation 
about Christ, the Bible, and  
Christians that have blinded and  
hardened hearts. Pray for God  
to redeem the negative memories 
of  history.
 • Pray for hearts and eyes to be 
opened to see Jesus as the way,  
the truth and the life.

DAy ThirTy one:  

A Letter from the  
Turkish Church

You also must help us by prayer, so that many will give thanks 
on our behalf for the blessing granted us through the prayers of 
many.. (2 Corinthians 1:11)
From the body of Christ in Turkey, to our brothers and sisters 
in Christ around the world, grace and peace to you from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Greetings from 
the church in Turkey. From the land of Noah, of Abraham, of 
Paul, of Ararat and Harran, of Antioch, Ephesus, Galatia, of 
the Seven Churches of Revelation...

Yet today, the body of Christians in our land is less than 0.1% 
of the population of 75 million.

We are writing to you on behalf of the leaders of the church 
in Turkey to ask for your prayers. Prayer is, of course, the 
essential need of all Christians everywhere, so why pray for 
Turkey at this time? For the ground is hard and the battle in 
the heavenlies is tough and in recent years we have felt an 
added urgency and burden for prayer for our nation and its 
churches. In 2009 we asked the world to join us each year 
for a ‘Global Day of Prayer for Turkey’ on April 18, the day 
in 2007 when 3 of our brothers were tortured and brutally 
murdered in the town of Malatya.

We greatly desire that you would join the small congregations 
of Turkey along with many churches worldwide to pray for 
Turkey in your churches and homes. To pray that the church 
in Turkey is anointed and strengthened in the Holy Spirit to 
live for the glory of God; pray that the outcome of this will 
bring hope and blessing to the land and people of Turkey  
as hearts and eyes are opened to Jesus Christ and to the  
Kingdom of God. In this brief time of prayer you will be  
joining millions all over the world.

Thank you so very much for your prayers. The God of peace 
be with you all. 

Alliance of Protestant Churches (Turkey)
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Finally, brothers and sisters, pray for us….

Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored, 
as happened among you, and that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men. For not 
all have faith. But the Lord is faithful… (2 Thess. 3:1-3a ESV).

We are thankful and humbled that you have taken the time during this month to pray 
for the peoples of Turkey. 

We believe God is working in Turkey, and we ask you to continue to believe and pray 
with us. We will continue to post stories and people profiles to guide you to pray for 
the peoples of Turkey on the website designated for this, hopeforturkey.com.  

When Muslims in Turkey turn to follow Christ, Satan rises to attack as they rejoice! 
They encounter wicked and evil men and women within their own communities and 
families because they do not believe the Gospel. Continue to pray for perseverance for 
these believers as they face trials and tribulations. 

We know the Lord is faithful. May we be faithful to pray for our brothers and sisters  
in Turkey. May we be faithful to pray for His Spirit to move among the unreached  
peoples of Turkey. May we be faithful to sacrificially give and go to make his name 
known. May we faithfully worship him wherever he has called us to live and  
faithfully proclaim the gospel and make his marvelous works known to all the  
people we encounter daily.



For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  
How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed?  

And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?  
And how are they to hear without someone preaching?  

And how are they to preach unless they are sent?  
As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those  

who preach the good news!”

 Romans 10:13-15 ESV

hope  for

TURKEY


