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Unreached People of Ukraine 
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Suggestions how to use this prayer guide:  

At home:  

1. Pray for one people group each day for a month.   

2. When you hear about these peoples on the radio, TV, or 

reading news; pray for their needs found in the prayer 

guide and for the news event that come with them.  

3. Read the prayer guide together as a family at home and 

pray at dinner time.  

4. When you see foreigners on the street, in the market, 

pray for them. Perhaps they haven't heard about God's 

love. If they are your neighbors, get to know them and 

pray that they would come to know the love of God.   

In church:  

1. Pray during the Sunday service for these people groups. 

In less than a year, you can pray for every people group if 

you choose one each Sunday.   

2. If you pray during the Sunday's service, distribute 

information in the sheets on the people group so that 

members of the church can continue to pray at home 

(see the last page for information on how to receive 

prepared leaflets for distribution).   

3. You can allocate more time to pray for unreached peoples 

during a weekly prayer service.  



Muslims in Ukraine 
Islamic people groups have lived in areas that now are 
part of Ukraine for hundreds of years.  

Their presence began in the 13th century, when the 
Mongols invaded the Crimean peninsula and brought 
Islam to the region. Two hundred years later, the Tatars 
gained independence from the Golden Horde and 
established the Crimean Khanate. The Crimean 
Khanate became a leading center for the Islamic world. 
In 1783 there were close to 1,600 mosques and 
religious schools in Crimea.  

From the 17th century to the early part of the 19th 
century, Ottoman Turks expanded their empire into the 
southern half of Ukraine. And, in the early part of the 
20th century, Muslims from the Volga and North 
Caucus areas of Russia began settling in Ukraine’s large 
industrial cities.   

Some of Ukraine’s Muslims arrived as refugees. In the 
mid-1990s, assistance was provided for about 3,000 
war victims from Abkhazia, a breakaway region of 
Georgia. Some 5,000 refugees arrived from Tajikistan 
during that decade, and 2,000 refugees came from the 
Russian republic of Chechnya. Plus, Chechen refugees 
traveling to Europe often travel through Ukraine. 

Today, there are more than 160 mosques in Ukraine, 
serving 445 legally registered Muslim communities. Of 
Ukraine’s 37 unreached people groups, 31 are from a 
Muslim background. The Crimean Tatars are the fifth 
largest people group in Ukraine. 

In the 17th century during the 
expansion of the Ottoman 
Empire, Saints Peter and Paul 
Cathedral in Kamianets-Podilskyi 
was transformed into a mosque. 
The minaret from that period still 
remains today.  



Adyghe of Ukraine 
There is a tiny flame flickering in the west of Russia, near 
Ukraine. Only 50 Adyghe believers hold the light for 124,000 of 
their Muslim countrymen. Their forbearers once embraced 
Christianity, but they became converts to Islam through the 
intermingling with the people of neighboring countries where 
they fled for their lives in the 1860s. More recently Islam was 
completely accepted when they instituted sharia law. 

Primary Residence: Adygea 
Population in Ukraine: 338 
World Population: 637,000 
Main Language: Adyghe 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: New Testament 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

• Pray that the veil will be lifted from the eyes of the Adyghe 
people.  

• Pray also that they will see the truth and put their faith in 
Christ alone.  

• Pray that the Lord will send long-term missionaries to form 
relationships with the Adyghe, and that key leaders will be 
raised up among the Adyghe people who will boldly proclaim 
the gospel. 

Photo source: MIR - Muslims in Russia 

They are rich in outreach, having 
been adopted by several churches. 
They have a New Testament and 
Children’s Bible translated into 
their language, the JESUS Film, and 
literature in their language. But 
still, there has been no church 
planted. The few Adyghe believers 
attend a Russian Baptist Church 
and are being assimilated into the 
ranks and culture of the Russians 
rather than flowering in their own 
setting. This limits the outreach to 
their own people. 

Day 1 
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Aghul of Ukraine 
Isolated! That is how the Aghul people are described in the 
Joshua Project website. They live in a very mountainous 
region. Where there are mountains, people usually stay in 
the same place their entire lives, free from outside ideas. 
Their traditions and customs remain intact. 

There are four different Aghul subgroups, and their 
language is very similar to the neighboring Lezgians. Aghul 
men sometimes go to nearby towns to trade their dairy 
products for grain and manufactured goods. That means 
that the men are more likely to be influenced by the 
outside world than the women and children. Though there 
are 34,000 Aghul people, only 100 of them have moved to 
neighboring Ukraine. 

But outside influences have come to the Aghul people, 
though they are rare. In the 8th century the Arabs 
conquered their homeland, at which time the Aghuls 
became Sunni Muslims. Today each Aghul village includes a 
mosque in the central square. They are conservative 
Muslims, but they hold onto some pre-Islamic beliefs. 

 

Primary Residence: Dagestan 
Population in Ukraine: 108 
World Population: 34,000 
Main Language: Aghul 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: Portions 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

• Pray that the Aghul people in Ukraine will have the 
chance to hear of Christ’s redemptive work for those 
who believe He came to save sinners.  

• Pray that the gospel will make its way into all four Aghul 
subgroups, and also into the homelands of the related 
Lezgians.  

• Pray for Christ to reveal Himself to Aghul leaders 

Day 2 
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Avar of Ukraine 
In a mountain valley in the Caucasus Mountains the Avar 
farmer hoed the ground. The soil was thin and he turned up 
numerous rocks as he prepared the field for spring planting. 
Being a farmer was a hard life. Only 15 percent of the land 
in the Avar homeland is suitable for farming. Being a 
Muslim, the farmer had never read the Bible, so he’d never 
heard of the Parable of the Sower. Many previous Christian 
missionaries have found the Avars to be “rocky ground.” In 
years past the Avars haven’t been open to the message of 
salvation. 

At one time the Caucasus region was ruled by empires that 
had a Christian witness. Then the Arabs, and later the 
Mongols, conquered this region and introduced Islam to 
the Avars. Even after the Avars began converting to Islam, 
some resisted. Some of these people were Christians. 
There were several bloody rebellions, which were brutally 
crushed. By the time the Russians conquered the Avar 
homeland in 1874 there were no Christians left among this 
people group. 

Primary Residence: Dagestan 
Population in Ukraine: 1,496 
World Population: 912,090 
Main Language: Avar 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: New Testament 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

• Pray that the Holy Spirit would miraculously turn this 
rocky soil into good soil that Christ can penetrate.  

• Pray that Russia would ease the restrictions placed on 
missionaries attempting to operate in the Caucasus 
Mountains. 

• Pray that workers will soon go to the Avar homeland with 
the JESUS Film in a language the Avar people can 
understand. 

Day 3 

Sources: www.joshuaproject.net   www.globalprayerdigest.org  



Azerbaijani of Ukraine 
An ethnic minority anywhere would certainly understand the 
feelings and perspective of Azerbaijanis, also known as Azeris, 
who live in the country of Ukraine. 

According to the 2001 census, there are just over 45,000 Azeris 
living in Ukraine. Most of them live in Donetsk  (8,000), Kharkiv 
Oblast - (5,600), and Dnipropetrovsk - (5,600). The number of 
ethnic groups grew very rapidly - especially between 1960 and 
1990, it increased 5.5 times, largely due to instability in the South 
Caucasus. Today, Ukraine is home to the 7th largest Azeri 
community in the world. 

The resettlement of Azerbaijanis into the territory of Ukraine is 
marked by certain historical events, dominated by migration 
processes that were primarily economic in nature. About 2,300 
Azeris are native Ukrainian speakers. Ukraine is also host to a 
number of Azerbaijani guest workers which has yet to be 
ascertained. 

The majority of Azerbaijanis are Muslim, mainly Shia. Ukraine has 
never had a serious problem with Islam phobia and Azeris are one 
of the least religious nations on earth. They don't regularly 
practice their religion nor do they express their faith in the way 
they dress. 

Primary Residence: Azerbaijan 
Population in Ukraine: 45,176 
World Population: 9,429,000 
Main Language: Azerbaijani, North 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: Complete 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

• Pray that God’s people will reach out to Azeri Muslims, and 
that the Azeri language JESUS Film will be widely viewed in 
Azeri communities. 

• Pray for Azeris to soften their hearts to Christ. 
• Pray that believers that go to unreached peoples like the 

Azeris will be Christ-centered and present the gospel to them 
in a simple, relevant way. 

Photo source: Azerbaijani Partnership 
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Balkar of Ukraine 
The Balkar hat maker, Medina, was thrilled by another new 
order for her sheep fur hats. She told a friendly customer, 
“My hat business has been doing better these last few 
weeks. We are slowly becoming known as a Mecca for 
people who love the outdoors and health resorts.” 

A number of Balkars are well known throughout Russia as 
writers, singers, actors, scientists, doctors, and nuclear 
physicists. Yet overall, life has been difficult for most of the 
estimated 115,000 Muslim Balkars. In 1992 the Balkar 
homeland officially became one of the constituent 
republics within the Russian Federation. The Balkar people 
make up the majority of the inhabitants in the republic, 
but most people in the homeland speak Russian. Although 
tourism had started to improve the economy, it suffered 
when war broke out in neighboring Georgia. 

In October 2005 there was fighting in the Balkar Republic 
after an attack on their capital city by Chechen militants. 
The republic’s mainly Muslim population has become 
increasingly radicalized by the region’s instability. Visitors 
around the world would like to visit this beautiful country, 
but they are afraid of militant attacks, bombings, and 
general lawlessness. There are a small number of people 
who follow Christ among the Balkars. Primary Residence: Kabardino-

Balkaria 
Population in Ukraine: 206 
World Population: 115,000  
Main Language: Balkar 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: New Testament 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

• Pray that God will send His people to the area so that 
the Muslim Balkars will be introduced to Jesus.  

• Pray that peace will finally come to the North Caucus 
region. 

Day 5 
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Chechen of Ukraine 
Chechnya, tucked in the remote valleys of the Caucasus 
Mountains of southern Russia, is a bed of hot political coals. 
After years of oppression and suffering, the people rose up 
against the Russians in 1989. The  red-hot political coals have 
flared into all-out war five times since that date. In 1991 they 
declared themselves independent, although Russia continues 
to consider them a prickly, problematic part of their 
federation. 

Chechen terrorism by Islamic fanatics has horrified the world, 
especially the bombing of a Russian theater with 700 people in 
it. The Beslan school attack, where more than 300 children 
were killed, was also a heartless act. They are generally 
despised and feared by most Russians and called the “Mafia of 
Russia.” 

In their homes and daily lives they practice avoidance, which 
means that a wife never speaks to her father-in-law, never sits 
with her husband to eat, must rise when a male enters the 
room, and must keep her eyes lowered. Chechnya is nearly 
100 percent Muslim, and they are the most devout of any 
Islamic people group in Russia. 

Primary Residence: Chechnya 
Population in Ukraine: 2,877 
World Population: 1,700,000 
Main Language: Chechen 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: New Testament 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

• Praise God for the few known Chechen believers. Pray 
for their nurture, multiplication and protection.  

• Ask God to speed the translation and distribution of the 
Bible in their very unique language.  

• Pray that the fierce Islamic Chechen people will have an 
opportunity to choose Jesus as their Lord and that 
Christian broadcasts in the Chechen language will 
penetrate their land with the gospel. 

Day 6 
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“You do not exist.” That is what the Crimean Tatars were once 
told. They were called a “non-people” and deported to Central 
Asia and Siberia by Stalin’s Soviet regime in the 1940s. Nearly 50 
percent of the population died from malnutrition and disease. It 
wasn’t until 1989 that they returned to their homeland. Today, 
they are a minority group in Ukraine and continue to face 
discrimination. 

Islam reached the Crimean Tatars in the 13th century, and before 
long, Crimea was one of the centers of Islam. Despite this fact, 
the majority of the group today are not devout Muslims, and 
some continue to hold onto ancient beliefs in animism and “the 
evil eye.” 

Most Crimean Tatars in Ukraine reside in cities. Their dress and 
language make it very difficult to distinguish them from Russians 
or Ukrainians. Many of their customs and traditions are falling 
away, especially among the younger generation, putting the 
Crimean Tatars at risk of losing the attributes that have made 
them a distinctive people. 

But somehow this “non-people” group has survived through the 
centuries. Only 0.01 percent of the Crimean Tatar population is 
Christian. The Crimean Tatars are still waiting for the Bible to be 
translated into their language and for a church to be planted 
among them. 

 

 

Crimean Tatar of Ukraine 

Photo source: International Mission Board-SBC 

Primary Residence: Crimea 
Population in Ukraine: 248,193 
World Population: 531,000 
Main Language: Crimean Tatar 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: New Testament 
Evangelical Christian: 0.01% 

• Pray for workers to be raised up and sent to the Crimean 
Tatars to give them His Word and to help them establish a 
Christ centered fellowship. 

• Pray for the completion of the Bible into Krym and wide 
distribution of it.  

Juma-Jumi Mosque in Yevpatoria 

Day 7 
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Dargin of Ukraine 
Eduard stood near his father’s casket. Bitterness and hatred 
lined his face. He thought, “The Russians killed my father—not 
with a knife or gun, but they killed him by forcing our family to 
leave our home in Dagestan years ago. Grandfather was the 
best silversmith in Dagestan, and everything went well for him. 
But Father could not learn his father’s craft or adapt to life in 
Ukraine. He had no reason to live, so he drank himself to 
death.” Eduard looked at a dagger he had strapped to his side, 
and thought, “This dagger is the symbol of the Dargin principle 
of the vendetta. I may not use the dagger, but I will have my 
revenge on the Russians.” 

Eduard is part of the Dargin population that was moved from 
Dagestan to Ukraine under Soviet orders. Their heart still 
belongs to Dagestan. 

Their ancestors began a slow acceptance of Islam in the 8th 
century that took centuries to complete. While they claim 
allegiance to Islam, they practice a religion mixed with many 
pre-Islamic superstitions. These are reflected in the rite of the 
first furrow, the spring New Year holiday, the rituals for making 
and stopping rain, calling out the sun, completing the harvest, 
and many more. 

Primary Residence: Dagestan 
Population in Ukraine: 1,610 
World Population: 591,000 
Main Language: Dargwa 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: Portions 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

• Pray that the many Christian ministries springing up in 
Ukraine will reach out to the Dargins while they are away 
from their home country. 

• Pray that the Holy Spirit will dig the first furrow in the soil 
of Dargin hearts to prepare for faith in Christ. 

Day 8 
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Dungan of Ukraine 
The life of the Dungans in Eastern Europe is filled with 
celebrations, parties, ceremonies, and big events! These 
people, who originated in China, do not fit the stereotype of 
serious Muslims. Instead they are a fun, lively people of 
celebration. To be Dungan is to be joyful, colorful, and 
hospitable. They love to extend hospitality through 
ceremonies and banquets. The excitement never stops as 
they organize beautiful colorful birthday celebrations, 
weddings, and funerals. Weddings continue to resemble 
those from the 1800s, which includes the hairstyles of 
women from that era. 

Since they live amongst people who are not Dungan in 
Eastern Europe, it is important to them to cling to everything 
that represents their traditions and culture. Embroidery, 
traditional clothing, silver jewelry, paper cuts of animals, 
flowers, and tools are displayed in their museums for all to 
enjoy. 

Culture is an important thread that flows through the life of a 
Dungan. Yet, in this thread something crucial is missing. The 
missing thread is a relationship with Jesus. 

Primary Residence: Kyrgyzstan 
Population in Ukraine: 133 
World Population: 104,000 
Main Language: Dungan 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: Portions 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

• Pray for God to send Christ’s followers to live among 
the Dungan people and build relationships with them.  

• Ask God to open the hearts of the Dungan people who 
have yet to meet our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

• Pray that the Dungans will celebrate the King and 
share Him with others. 

Day 9 
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Ingush of Ukraine 
Vitaly shook his head. “An accident, huh? The interior minister 
says that someone ‘accidentally’ shot him, and he was resisting 
arrest?” “What are you talking about?” Bursa asked her 
husband, Vitaly. He showed her the letter which detailed the 
murder of an Ingush journalist who had created an Ingush 
news website. The journalist was outspoken in publishing 
Ingush concerns. When he landed at a Russian airport in 2008, 
he was taken into a government car and shot in the head. 

Vitaly and the other Ingush people have a tragic history. They 
first came under Russian rule in 1810. But it was Josef Stalin, 
the Soviet dictator, who forced nearly half of their population 
into exile into Siberia and Kazakhstan where many of them 
died. After Stalin’s death, the Ingush people were allowed to 
return to their home in southern Russia, but their lands had 
been deeded to others, so they were virtually homeless. 

Today there are 444,000 Ingush people in Russia and an 
additional 455 in Ukraine. They are Sunni Muslim, and there 
are no known evangelicals among them. There have been no 
efforts to reach them for Christ in Ukraine. At the end of days 
multitudes will gather around the throne of the Lamb from 
every people group. 

Primary Residence: Ingushetia 
Population in Ukraine: 455 
World Population: 750,000 
Main Language: Ingush 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: Portions 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

• Pray that there will be many Ingush people among that 
holy throng. 

• Pray that God will call workers to the Ingush people both 
in Russia and in Ukraine.  

• Pray for Ingush hearts to be prepared to accept the 
gospel when these workers arrive. Pray that it will be 
soon. 

Day 10 
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Jew of Ukraine 
European Jews are extremely diverse in religious practice. 
Each Jewish denomination maintains synagogues and 
celebrates the traditional Jewish holiday calendar. While 
most European Jews are religiously affiliated, there is a 
significant minority which is not religious. 

In 1989, a Soviet census counted 487,000 Jews living in 
Ukraine. Although discrimination by the state quickly all 
but halted after Ukrainian independence in 1991, Jews 
were still discriminated against in Ukraine during the 
1990's. During the 1990’s some 266,300 Ukrainian Jews 
emigrated to Israel. At present Ukraine contains the fifth-
largest Jewish community in Europe and the tenth-largest 
Jewish community in the world. The majority of Ukrainian 
Jews live in four large cities: Kiev, Dnepropetrovsk, 
Kharkov, and Odessa. 

The Jews have a wonderful understanding of their 
connection with the Abrahamic covenant. However, they 
also have a history of rejecting Jesus Christ as Messiah, 
the one who has fulfilled that covenant. Pray that as the 
Gospel is shared, it will not be viewed as anti-Semitic, but 
rather as the fulfillment of what God promised through 
Abraham centuries ago. 

Primary Residence: Israel 
Population in Ukraine: 72,000 
World Population: 774,000 
Main Language: Yiddish, Eastern 
Main Religion: Non-Religious 
Bible: Complete 
Evangelical Christian: 0.10% 

• Ask the Lord of the harvest to send forth loving 
Christians to work among the Jewish communities. 

• Ask the Lord to soften the hearts of the Jews 
towards Christians so that they might hear and 
receive the message of salvation.  

Day 11 
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Kabardian of Ukraine 
The Kabardins live with violence and instability. Numbering over 
517,000 in Russia, they are almost inaccessible due to politics, 
culture, geography, and linguistic complexity. Yet God wants to 
reach this Sunni folk-Islamic people with a gospel that can 
speak to their hearts and give them peace and stability, if only 
they will let Him! 

In the 18th century, a number of Kabardin people in what is 
now North Ossetia-Alania became Orthodox Christians. Their 
conversion, however, may have been a “conversion of 
convenience” for land and status in Czarist Russia. Today’s 
Orthodox Kabardins need to be studied and discipled. 

Despite their enforced uniformity and conservatism, the 
Kabardins are hospitable, friendly, dependent upon and 
respectful of God. They sense His sovereignty, although they are 
ignorant of His grace and agape love. In their shame/honor 
society, they need to know that Jesus bore their shame on the 
cross. 

Primary Residence: Kabardino-
Balkaria 
Population in Ukraine: 473 
World Population: 1,751,000 
Main Language: Kabardian  
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: New Testament 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

• Pray that missionaries will become friends with someone 
within the Kabardin community who can open their 
society to Christ’s ambassadors.  

• Pray for the Bible to be translated into their language.  
• Pray for revival and discipleship of the Orthodox 

Kabardins so they can effectively reach out to the Muslim 
Kabardins.  

• Pray that both Orthodox and Muslim Kabardins will sense 
God’s grace and agape love. 

Day 12 
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Kalmyk-Oirat of Ukraine 
Kalmyk is the name given to the Oirats, western Mongols in 
Russia, whose descendants migrated from Dzhungaria in 
northwest China in 1607. Today they form a majority in the 
autonomous Republic of Kalmykia on the western shore of the 
Caspian Sea. Kalmykia is Europe's only Buddhist government. 
The Kalmyks are the only nation of Europe of Mongol origin, and 
the only one whose national religion is Buddhism. They live in 
the Republic of Kalmykia, a federal subject of the Russian 
Federation.  

Kalmyks embraced Buddhism in the early part of the 17th 
century and belong to the Tibetan Buddhist sect known as the 
Gelugpa (Virtuous Way). The Gelugpa are commonly referred to 
as the Yellow Hat sect. The religion is derived from the Indian 
Mahayana form of Buddhism. In the West, it is commonly 
referred to as Lamaism, from the name of the Tibetan monks, 
the lamas ("heavy with wisdom"). Prior to their conversion, the 
Kalmyks practiced shamanism. 

Primary Residence: Kalmykia 
Population in Ukraine: 325 
World Population: 616,000 
Main Language: Kalmyk-Oirat 
Main Religion: Buddhism 
Bible: Complete 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

• Ask the Holy Spirit to soften the hearts of the Kalmyk 
people so that they will be receptive to the love of Jesus. 

• Pray that God will free the Kalmyk from occultism and 
their belief in evil spirits. 

• Ask the Lord to call people who are willing to go to Russia 
and share Christ with the Kalmyk. 

Day 13 
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Karachi of Ukraine 
“You hardly ever sing to the sun anymore, Murad. You seem 
so sad all the time.” Murad, a Karachi man, responded to his 
friend with a sigh. “Every week it seems that more Russian 
troops are moving into our town. Life keeps getting more 
dangerous. Today they made an order that we could not go 
to the mosque because the Karachi Jamaat [a Karachi 
Muslim extremist group] had just bombed a police  
checkpoint. I wanted to have a nice wedding for my 
daughter, but we have no money, and the Russians are 
always watching when we have social gatherings. 

With no jobs our young people are becoming restless. We 
may never have peace.” 

The 220,000 Karachi people are the second largest people 
group in Russia’s Karachai-Cherkessia Republic, and 190 of 
them also live in neighboring Ukraine. These Turkic people 
sometimes bring pagan beliefs into their Islamic religion. This 
can involve putting stones under their houses to keep away 
bad spirits or singing special songs to bring out the sun or 
rain. Unfortunately, homegrown Islamic terrorist groups have 
caused Russia to send troops into their communities. This 
factor has contributed to the decline of the economic, moral, 
and social lives of the people. Life is getting worse for these 
Sunni Muslims. 

Primary Residence: Karachay-
Cherkessia 
Population in Ukraine: 190 
World Population: 220,000 
Main Language: Balkar 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: New Testament 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

• Pray that the Lord will move on the hearts of the 
followers of Christ to reach the Karachi people so they 
will finally know that true peace is only found through 
the Prince of Peace, Jesus! 

Day 14 
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Karaite of Ukraine 
Turkic-speaking Karaites have lived in Crimea for centuries. 
Whatever their origin, from the time of the Golden Horde 
onward, they were present in many towns and villages 
throughout Crimea and around the Black Sea. On the 
Crimean Peninsula the Karaites live in the Crimean coastal 
resort towns, such as Yevpatoria, Bakhchysarai and 
Theodosia where they have been assimilated by the Crimean 
Tatars.  

Some modern Karaites seek to distance themselves from 
being identified as Jews, emphasizing what they view as 
their Turkic heritage and claiming that they are Turkic 
practitioners of a "Mosaic religion" separate and distinct 
from Judaism. They follow only the Tanach, the Jewish Bible, 
rejecting rabbinic interpretations. They allow each believer 
to make his/her own interpretation. Unlike most Jewish 
communities, men and women can exercise authority in 
their groups. They often prostrate themselves in prayer, 
which is rare for any Jewish community. In other respects, 
Karaites tend to adopt the customs of their host country. 
Since most of them live in Israel, they are starting to 
assimilate into mainstream society. 

Primary Residence: Crimea 
Population in Ukraine: 1,196 
World Population: 27,000 
Main Language: Karaim 
Main Religion: Ethnic Religions 
Bible: Portions 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

• Pray that Messianic Jewish believers will see the 
Karaite community in Israel as God sees them. 

• Ask God to raise up Messianic Jews to go as His 
ambassadors to the Karaites. 

• Pray for completion of Bible translation in this people 
group's primary language. 

Day 15 
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Kazakh of Ukraine 
The news picture showed the smiling Kazakh President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev shaking hands with his Ukrainian 
counterpart, Viktor Yanukovych, and the headlines read, ”Oil, 
gas, and much more drive Ukraine, Kazakhstan relations.” 
Ukrainians supply metals and machinery in exchange for 
Kazakh chemical and agricultural products. Yet Ukraine’s thirst 
for oil isn’t the only factor binding the two countries. In the 
19th century Russian tsars gave landless Ukrainians land plots 
in Siberia and Kazakhstan. Both Ukraine and Kazakhstan also 
share painful chapters with the execution and exile of millions 
under Joseph Stalin. 

 The lives and fates of these two countries have been 
intermingled for some time. According to the 2009 census, 
there are more than 300,000 Ukrainians living in Kazakhstan; 
however, only a little over 5,500 Kazakhs live in the Ukraine. 
Many of the Kazakhs in the Ukraine have settled there after 
receiving their education in Ukraine during a popular Soviet 
exchange program during the 1980s. Powered with a Ukrainian 
degree and education, many Kazakhs chose to stay in the 
Ukraine rather than return to the very autocratic rule in 
Kazakhstan.  

However, there are abundant opportunities for Kazakhs in both 
countries. The Ukraine has religious freedom, and there is a 
growing evangelical community in Kazakhstan.  Primary Residence: Kazakhstan 

Population in Ukraine: 5,526 
World Population: 13,739,000 
Main Language: Kazakh 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: Complete 
Evangelical Christian: 0.04% 

• Pray for evangelicals to befriend and share Christ with 
Kazakhs in Ukraine.  

• Pray that the Holy Spirit will prepare Kazakh hearts to 
receive the gospel message when they hear it. 

Day 16 

Central Mosque in Almaty 
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Kumyk of Ukraine 
The Kumyk people have a Christian background, but many of 
those from the upper class were once Jewish! Between the 
eighth and 12th centuries, Sunni Islam slowly made inroads 
among them, and they have not looked back. Their Islam, 
however, includes a number of pre-Islamic and even pre-
Christian elements. Indeed, much of their pre-Islamic folklore 
and social structure persists. Out of some 500,000 Kumyk 
people, fewer than 40 are followers of Christ. 

Their claims to fame are their literary accomplishments and 
their folklore. Kumyk literature began to develop during the 
14th and 15th centuries, and hit its peak at the turn of the 19th 
century. Even to this day, the Kumyks are highly respected by 
the neighboring peoples. 

The Kumyks are spread out throughout the Muslim regions of 
southern Russia, including Chechnya and Dagestan. Although 
they speak a Turkic language, they are probably indigenous to 
the region, which was annexed by Russia in 1867. Under Russia, 
their Western Turkic Altaic language has become a minority 
tongue. They are economically integrated into Russia’s 
economy, except for those in Chechnya and along the Georgia 
border due to military occupation. 

Primary Residence: Dagestan 
Population in Ukraine: 718 
World Population: 507,000 
Main Language: Kumyk 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: New Testament 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

• Pray for more of the Bible to be available in their 
language, and for Christian radio broadcasts in the Kumyk 
language.  

• Pray that the few Kumyk believers will be witnesses to 
their friends and relatives.  

• Pray for missionaries to evangelize them. 

Day 17 
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Kurd of Ukraine 
Extensive resettlement of Kurds from Kurdistan into 
Transcaucasia started at the beginning of the 19th century 
after the incorporation of Transcaucasia into Russia. 
Relations between the Kurds and the Persian and Turkish 
authorities had always been extremely bad, the Kurds 
were cruelly persecuted and exterminated by the 
thousand (a situation that has not improved even by the 
end of the 20th century), a situation which led some 
Kurdish tribes and smaller groups to try and find refuge in 
Russia.  

The majority of Kurds are followers of Islam. Kurds-Yezidis  
are a distinctive ethnic group. Yezidis have been called the 
worshippers of the Devil because of their religious rites. 
The Yezidis were despised by the rest of Kurds and lived in 
isolation. Their religion is based on Mazdeism, the dualistic 
religion of ancient Persians, which incorporates elements 
of Judaism and Christianity.  

Though the distinct Kurdish communities within the 
former Soviet Union are separated by religion, places of 
origin, and distance, many Kurds still dream of a united 
Kurdistan.  

Primary Residence: Azerbaijan 
Population in Ukraine: 2,088 
World Population: 14,309,000 
Main Language: Kurmanji  
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: Complete 
Evangelical Christian:  0% 

• Ask the Lord to call Ukrainians who are willing to 
share the Gospel with the Kurds. 

• Ask God to give the Yezidi Kurd believers 
opportunities to share the love of Jesus with their 
own people. 

Day 18 
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Kyrgyz of Ukraine 
Increasingly we see God moving people groups away from 
their traditional homelands. For example, some of the Kyrgyz 
people of Kyrgyzstan who were formerly nomads are now 
living in Ukraine, far away from their home country. Many of 
them long for their former lifestyle. They remember the 
mountains and grasslands where they herded their animals; 
they think of their white felt yurts (tents) which could be 
easily dissembled and moved from place to place. Kyrgyzstan 
is a far cry from the flat-forested lands of Ukraine and the 
confining buildings where they now reside. City living can’t 
compare with the freedom they experienced in Kyrgyzstan as 
they traveled virtually all year round searching for suitable 
pastureland. 

But Kyrgyzstan offers little opportunity for its people to hear 
the gospel. The door is closed to missionaries, and it takes a 
special ministry to reach people who are always on the go. 
The good news is that Ukraine has been dubbed the “Bible 
Belt” of the former USSR because of its rich Christian heritage. 
Churches and Christian resources are available there. Most 
Kyrgyz people are nominal Muslims still practicing ancestor 
worship. They do not have any deep roots in their faith. The 
Kyrgyz people did not accept Islam until about 100 years ago. 
They now have an opportunity to hear about Jesus. 

Primary Residence: Kyrgyzstan 
Population in Ukraine: 1,128 
World Population: 4,440,000 
Main Language: Kyrgyz 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: Complete 
Evangelical Christian: 0.70% 

• Pray for opportunities for them to be set free from the 
delusions of spirit worship and the false hope of Islam.  

• Pray that many will come to know the abundant life 
through Jesus Christ. 

Day 19 
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Lak of Ukraine 
Bitaha smiled as she began to roll the freshly cut herb 
and cheese mixture into the thin dough. “Watch 
carefully,” she said to her daughter in Lak, before 
starting a conversation with a neighbor in Russian. 
These are only two of the multiple languages the Lak 
people speak fluently. They are the most multilingual 
of all the peoples of the former USSR. 

The men of the tukhum (the family group) are herding 
the sheep and goats to lowland pastures for the 
season, so Bitaha will take the lead in selecting 
marriage partners for the young people. She will also 
take part in the Lak planting and harvesting rituals still 
found among the rural Lak. 

Devoutly Muslim, the Lak people enjoy the prestige of 
being the first among the area peoples who embraced 
Islam in the seventh century. There are no known 
followers of Christ among them, and they are 
completely unreached. 

Primary Residence: Dagestan 
Population in Ukraine: 1,019 
World Population: 190,000 
Main Language: Lak 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: Portions 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

• Pray that the 1,000 Lak people of the Ukrainian 
mountain valleys will hear and receive the 
gospel of Christ.  

• Pray that God will push away untruth and 
deliver the Way, the Truth, and the Life into 
every Lak community.  

• Pray that this multilingual people will take the 
lead in spreading the news of Jesus to the 
Muslim peoples of southern Russia and Ukraine. 

Day 20 
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Lezgian of Ukraine 
Anya sits in a cottage weaving a carpet. She sometimes talks 
to the other women who are also weaving carpets. When 
finished, these carpets will fetch a good price at the market. 

Anya and her friends are Lezgians, and they live in the high 
mountains of Georgia. Nearby, Anya’s young son watches a 
herd of goats as they feed on the rich green grass of the 
pasture. The goats provide the yarn needed to weave the 
carpets. Some Lezgian families also raise sheep, horses, and 
water buffalo. 

The Lezgians are a Muslim people group that lives in the 
mountains of Georgia, Dagestan, and Azerbaijan. They are a 
hardy people that live in a land of brutally hot summers and 
bitterly cold winters. The Lezgians practice a very impure form 
of Islam, for they never completely gave up worshipping the 
pagan gods they’d worshipped prior to their conversion to 
Islam. Recently a few Lezgians have found salvation in Jesus 
Christ, but there aren’t enough of them to form even one 
fellowship. 

Primary Residence: Dagestan 
Population in Ukraine: 4,349 
World Population: 623,000 
Main Language: Lezgi 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: Portions 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

• Ask God to protect and strengthen the small group of 
believers within this people group.  

• Ask God to send emissaries to show the Lezgians that 
Jesus Christ is better than any other god they currently 
worship.  

• Pray that a mission agency would soon target the 
Lezgians for outreach. 

Day 21 
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Nogai of Ukraine 
Nogai Khan, the grandson of Genghis Khan and general 
over what was known as the Golden Horde, once ruled the 
Nogai people, giving rise to the name of the people group 
and their language. Like their founder, the Nogai Tatars 
became famous as warriors. 

Most of the Nogai Tatars were expelled from Ukraine in the 
19th century. Since that time they have barely managed to 
escape assimilation. The Nogai language is in decline, and 
only the older generation consistently speaks it. 

Although nearly all Nogai Tatars are Sunni Muslims, their 
practice of Islam is largely cultural. They are Muslims simply 
because their ancestors were Muslims. They are also 
Muslim because they have not been presented with a 
choice. The gospel has not been preached among the 
Nogais, and they are an unreached people group. 

Primary Residence: Dagestan 
Population in Ukraine: 385 
World Population: 115,500 
Main Language: Nogai 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: Portions 
Evangelical Christian: unknown 

• Pray for mission organizations to take note of the 
Nogai Tatars and begin to focus attention on them.  

• Ask the Lord to raise up workers who will present the 
good news to them in a way that they will 
understand and respond to without cultural 
prejudice.  

• Pray for the hearts of this people to be soft, fertile 
soil for the seed of the Word. 

Day 22 
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Pashtun of Ukraine 
Passionate is a word that well describes much about the 
Pashtun tribes of Afghanistan. They are said to love or 
hate with equal intensity, displaying fierce loyalty to 
friends, yet defending the right of badal - revenge or 
blood feuds where enemies are concerned. An old 
proverb reveals much, "He is no Pashtun who does not 
give a blow for a punch."  

The Islamic religion is very difficult to influence. 
Converts to Christianity will more than likely be 
banished from their families. Consequently, there has 
been very little growth of Christianity among the 
Pashtun. Most of the work by various missions agencies 
has ended due to unrest in the country. More recently, 
some of the "freedom fighters" have attacked Western 
relief agencies, causing them to flee from Afghanistan. 
Christian radio and television broadcasts are strictly 
forbidden by the government. 

Primary Residence: Afghanistan 
Population in Ukraine: 1,008 
World Population: 4,029,000 
Main Language: Pashto, Southern 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: Portions 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

• Pray for peace in the land of the Pashtun peoples. 
• Ask God to call those who are willing to go to 

Afghanistan and share Christ with the Pashtun. 
• Pray that God will encourage and protect the 

small number of Pashtun believers. 

Day 23 
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Persian of Ukraine 
By definition, Persians (also known as Iranians) are an 
ethnic group native to Iran. The Persian language, called 
Farsi, is part of the Indo-Iranian language family, and is the 
official language of Iran. Dari, the language of the elite in 
Afghanistan, is a dialect of modern Persian.  

Although the vast majority of Persians now live either in 
Iran or in one of the nearby Middle Eastern countries, 
small Persian communities can also be found in many 
other nations around the world. There are roughly 400 
living in Ukraine. 

Today, most Persians are Shia Muslims of the Ithna Ashari 
branch, and are radical in their adherence to Islamic laws 
and principles. 

The Islamic world is extremely difficult to influence with 
the Gospel. Fundamental Muslims are very outspoken, 
even militant, against Christianity. Much prayer is needed 
to break down the barriers separating them from the 
Truth. 

Primary Residence: Iran 
Population in Ukraine: 419 
World Population: 33,004,000 
Main Language: Farsi, Western 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: Complete 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

• Ask the Lord to call people who are willing to reach 
out and share the love of Christ with them.  

• Pray that God will raise up faithful intercessors who 
will stand in the gap for the Persians.  

• Ask God to strengthen, encourage, and protect the 
small number of Muslim Persians who have 
converted to Christianity. 

Day 24 
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Tabasaran of Ukraine 
As the linguist listened to the Tabasaran village elder, he was 
amazed at their tumultuous history. The Tabasarans live in 
the Caucasus Mountain region of Dagestan. Perhaps it has 
been their tenacity and stubbornness that has helped them 
to repeatedly repel foreign invaders and even refuse the 
Soviets’ efforts to relocate them out of the highlands and 
into the lowland towns and collective farms. They simply 
refused to go! They are considered the original aborigines of 
the area. 

The Tabasarans have been Muslim since the 9th century, but 
surprisingly there are even traces of early Christian elements 
in their culture. They live in clan groups in small villages, and 
today the clans still remain intact. They are skilled artisans, 
but are suffering unemployment due to industrialization. 

The New Testament in their language is completed and was 
published in 2009 along with a Tabasaran Children’s Bible 
Story Book. The JESUS Film is available in their language and 
has had a real impact on many. 

Primary Residence: Dagestan 
Population in Ukraine: 977 
World Population: 172,180 
Main Language: Tabasaran  
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: Portions 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

• Pray for Holy Spirit led workers for Tabasaran 
communities. 

• Pray for strength, courage, and wisdom for the more 
than 100 Tabasaran believers.  

• Pray that their natural tenacity will make them faithful 
ambassadors for Christ throughout the Caucasus 
Region.  

Day 25 
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Tajik of Ukraine 
Tajikistan is the mountainous center of Central Asia, 
surrounded by the Asian republics of Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, 
Turkmenistan, and Kyrgyzstan. The Tajiks have been repeatedly  
invaded and conquered, starting with the Greek armies of 
Alexander the Great, then the Mongols led by Genghis Khan, 
and later the Turks and the British, and finally the Russians. 
The numerous invasions have been a major factor in the 
dispersion of Tajiks to other locations, including Ukraine where 
4,200 now live. 

Tajiks are a very creative people. They love music and poetry, 
and even the Qur’an has been put to music. In his book, 
Eternity in Their Hearts, Don Richardson claims that there is 
startling evidence of the belief in one true God in hundreds of 
cultures, and that God has preserved a testimony in every 
culture that is a key to sharing the gospel message. Music and 
poetry could be the key to reaching the Tajiks for Christ. 
Introducing them to the great poet David and his Psalms might 
have special meaning for the Tajiks. They are a people who are 
often open to a discussion of spiritual things. They understand 
the concept of sacrifice  that could lead to a redemptive 
analogy of the Lamb of God being God’s sacrifice for the sins of 
the world. Primary Residence: Tajikistan 

Population in Ukraine: 4,255 
World Population: 6,275,000 
Main Language: Tajiki 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: Complete 
Evangelical Christian: 0.10% 

• Pray that evangelists targeting the Tajiks in Ukraine will 
find the cultural keys that can enable the gospel 
message to ring true in their hearts. 

Day 26 
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Tatar of Ukraine 
The Tatar are a group of Turkic people with sizable colonies in 
virtually every republic of the former Soviet Union. Although 
most of them live around the Volga region, others inhabit 
Azerbaijan, Byelorussia, Ukraine, and the Central Asian 
republics. Volga Tatars began settling in Ukraine at the end of 
the 19th and beginning of the 20th centuries. Tatar “Sloboda” 
(villages) emerged in the Donbas region. Tatar people especially 
after the war quickly started losing their identity.  Currently 
there are over 19,000 Taters in the Donetsk region and 8,500 in 
the Luhansk region. 

Most Tatar are Hanafite Muslim. While Muslims believe that 
there is only one god, many Tatar still honor saints and holy 
places. Some beliefs in supernatural powers such as the "evil 
eye" (the ability to curse someone with a glance) still exist from 
their pre-Islamic days. 

Unfortunately, the Tatar's view of Christianity has been scarred 
by the Russian Orthodox church and its attempts to convert 
them through coercion. During the 1600's and 1800's, their 
mosques were frequently burned. The few who were 
"converted" by these measures returned to their Islamic faith 
when oppression ended. 

Primary Residence: Tatarstan 
Population in Ukraine: 73,304 
World Population: 6,786,000 
Main Language: Tatar 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: New Testament 
Evangelical Christian: 0.20% 

• Pray that the nominally Orthodox Tatars would come to 
know Christ. 

• Pray that God would bless the outreach efforts of a large 
Tatar church in Kazan. 

• Ask the Lord to call people who are willing to go to Russia 
and share Christ with the Tatar. 

Day 27 
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Turk of Ukraine 
Meskhetian Turks are a group of Turkish-speaking 
people originally from Meskhetia (now known as 
Samtskhe-Javakheti), a part of southern Georgia that 
borders with Turkey. In 1944, the Meskhetian Turks 
were forcefully deported from the Meskheti region in 
Georgia and accused of smuggling, banditry and 
espionage in collaboration with their kin across the 
Turkish border. Approximately 8,000 Meskhetian 
Turks live in Ukraine. The majority of the Meskhetian 
Turkish community arrived in Ukraine during 1989-
1990 following ethnic persecution in the Ferghana 
Valley in Uzbekistan; most others immigrated later to 
re-unite with their relatives. They are concentrated 
mostly in Crimea, Donetsk, Kherson, and Mykolaiv. A 
few live in Kiev. Most settled in Ukraine following the 
Fergana events. In 1991, they were granted Ukrainian 
citizenship. 

Meskhetian Turks are Sunni Muslims. Due to the 
Soviet Union’s official policy of discouraging religion 
and promoting atheism, the majority of Meskhetian 
Turks, like Bosnian Muslims, are not strictly observant 
Muslims. 

Primary Residence: Turkey 
Population in Ukraine: 8,844 
World Population: 57,343,000 
Main Language: Turkish 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: Complete 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

• Ask the Lord to call people who are willing to 
go to the Meskhetian Turks of Ukraine and 
share Christ with them.  

• Pray that many Turks living abroad will be 
reached with the Gospel and will take it back to 
Turkey.  

Day 28 
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Turkmen of Ukraine 
“Wow! Look at this stuff !” commented the Korean tourist to his 
wife, as they walked through a Turkmen bazaar in Ukraine. “All 
these utensils and furniture.” “And this carpet here,” his wife 
remarked. “Isn’t it lovely?” 

Such bazaars are common in Turkmen communities. The 
Turkmen are noted for their hospitality, but they are also known 
to be argumentative and revengeful. Nearly 3,000,000 Turkmen 
live in Turkmenistan, while others live in various parts of Central 
Asia near the Caspian Sea. Only about 3,700 reside in Ukraine. 

For centuries the Turkmen lived as nomadic herdsmen. Under 
Soviet rule their nomadic lifestyle was virtually eliminated. The 
socialization of farmland changed their traditional settlement 
patterns, and movement into cities has weakened their customs 
and traditions. 

By the 14th century Islam had replaced Christianity, which had 
been their faith since the 4th Century. Today there is little 
awareness of Christianity among them, and less than 1,000 
anywhere are followers of Christ. Turkmen churches in 
Turkmenistan have been closed, and members are told they can’t 
meet. 

Primary Residence: Turkmenistan 
Population in Ukraine: 3,709 
World Population: 7,874,000 
Main Language: Turkmen 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: New Testament 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

• As the Korean tourist and his wife prayed while flying over 
Ukraine on their way home, so should we pray: ask the 
Lord to call a people to live among the Turkmen in Ukraine, 
sharing the love of Christ with them.  

• Pray that Turkmen believers will preach the gospel without 
fear and with a calm and gentle spirit. 

Day 29 
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Uzbek of Ukraine 
First the bad news: gaining independence when the Soviet 
Union broke up in 1991 did not bring freedom from tyranny to 
Uzbekistan, a former Soviet Socialist Republic. Uzbekistan is a 
multiparty republic in name only. The growing Islamist 
movement has been vigorously quashed, and Christians have 
also been affected by government legislation and actions. The 
autocratic president is in full control, and there is no freedom of 
speech or press in Uzbekistan. 

Many Uzbeks have sought refuge or political asylum in other 
countries. Twelve thousand of them live in Ukraine. However, 
the Ukrainian Refugee Council which monitors the treatment of 
refugees has been alarmed at the abuses of the Uzbeks in 
Ukraine. Many of them have been extradited to Uzbekistan 
where there is widespread use of torture, specifically against 
people convicted on charges of anti-governmental activities or 
forbidden religious activity. The council stresses that it is 
impermissible to extradite asylum seekers to Uzbekistan, as it 
constitutes a violation of national and international law. 

Now the good news! For the first time there is a completely 
translated Bible in the Uzbek language. Central Asian Bible 
Media has also accomplished the task of making it electronically 
available so that it can  be downloaded on a computer or cell 
phone.  

 Primary Residence: Uzbekistan 
Population in Ukraine: 12,353 
World Population: 25,839,000 
Main Language: Uzbek, Northern 
Main Religion: Islam 
Bible: New Testament 
Evangelical Christian: 0% 

• Pray that the King of glory would come in and reign in the 
hearts of Uzbek peoples. 

• Pray that missionaries would be sent out to present a 
biblically based and culturally relevant witness for Uzbeks. 

Day 30 
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