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 People and Language Detail Profile     Language Name:   Iten 

          ISO Language Code:  etx 

Primary Religion: 

 Christian 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Disciples (Matt 28:19): 

 Yes 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Churches: 

 Yes 
 _____________________________________________________________ 

Scripture Status (Matt 28:20): 

 None 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Population (date): 

 40,000 (2003) 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

 

The Iten People of Nigeria 

Present-day Nigeria has been the site of numerous 

kingdoms and tribal states spanning over a millennium. The 

modern state has its origins in British colonization during 

the late 19th to early 20th centuries. Nigeria is often 

referred to as the "Giant of Africa", due to its large 

population and economy. Iten is just one of Nigeria’s 520 

living languages. 

The Iten churches in Nigeria have been using a foreign-

language Bible since they first heard about Christ in the 

1920s. Churches are crowded for worship, and most of the 

Iten people love Jesus. But they have never heard Him 

speak to them in their own language. 

Despite their love for Jesus, without the Word in the 

language they understand most clearly, Iten Christians still 

easily fall prey to practices encouraged by African traditional 

religion. The faith of many Iten believers evidences a mixture 

of Christian ideals combined with traditional practices. 

Church leaders eagerly anticipate a richer, more enthusiastic 

relationship with Christ among their congregants  once they 

understand His Word for themselves. 

 representative photo by jirotrom cropped CC 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/30080293@N02/3182713699/in/photolist-5RfeU8-5smwkv-9Vz4F7-D8Sjb-fY7mBK-nikySy-4iG4GW-qrD8hN-hiG1d-p1q32U-7JAwzD-4CSrWG-qmz9Fm-fEYskn-4zXfb5-98iDp-oCauja-961dU2-8JAyAL-3vcVeb-mn6N1-oenmyE-gpfjez-7u3x2t-74aRG2-fTtY3m-oBHBYD-bQL5
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


The Iten People of Nigeria                   _____________________________________ 

 

 

Have They Heard The Gospel? 

 
 

History of Christianity Missionaries first reached the Iten people with the Gospel in 

 1922.  It is estimated that around 90% of the Iten people are 

 believers.  

 But among that overwhelming majority, traditional religion 

still flourishes among the Iten traditionalists; about 10% of the 

Iten populace, practice ancestor worship; they still believe 

ancestors can be reincarnated. Other traditional beliefs 

encourage alcoholism and polygamy. 

 

Is the Word of God Translated? Ephesians and the Gospel of Mark are almost ready for trial 

publication. The entire New Testament has been drafted.  

  

Other Forms of Gospel Presentations  

Audio Recordings Available Short audio messages and Bible stories are available from 

Global Recordings Network 
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Group Description 

 

Population all countries 

World Population For This People  40,000 

World Population (Date) 2003 (Ethnologue) 

Population (Urban Percent)  

 

Geography & Environment 

Location Nigeria’s Plateau state: Riyom; Kaduna state:Kaura .  

 

Alternate Language Names  Aten, Eten, Etien, Ganawuri, “Jal” (pej.), Niten, Ten   

 

Neighboring Languages   Tyap, Irigwe, Firan, Berom  

Economics 

Subsistence Type Agricultural; some merchandising and office work 

Occupation   Farming; some have moved into town to open shops; 

blacksmithing or to work for the government. 

Community Development 

Health Care (Quality)   

Comment  Healthcare in Nigeria is continuously faced with a shortage 

of doctors due to their emigration to North America and 

Europe. 

Recreations   Hunting expeditions; an annual cultural festival includes 

horse racing and cultural dances. 

Children and Youth: 

Youth Problems (Teens)  HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases are on 

the increase in Nigeria although are less of a problem in 

rural areas.. 

Education--Group Description 

   
 
Language Of Instruction   It is not known if Iten is spoken by teachers or taught in early years. 

   Early Years     

Comment (Education)  It is a requirement for every child in Nigeria to receive a  

    minimum of nine years of free education.   
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Status of Christianity 

 
Religion and Response 

Translation status The entire New Testament has already been drafted. Mark’s 

 Gospel and the Epistle to the Ephesians are almost ready for 

 trial publication. The team hopes to finish the rest of the New 

 Testament within three-years. Christian leaders are eager to 

see the New Testament completed and published in their 

mother tongue. 

 

Attitude toward Christianity 90% of the Iten speakers are enthusiastic believers. And yet 

alcohol abuse, polygamy and other negative social practices 

are still common among them. Christian leaders anticipate 

significant impact when the written Word becomes 

available. They are praying for a revival and fervor to know 

God better. The Church will also be more effective in 

drawing unbelievers into fellowship with Him. 


