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The Budu of Congo (Kinshasa)

ISO Language Code: buu

The Budu live in northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo in Orientale 
Province, Wamba Territory. They experience a tropical climate with a short dry 
season in August and a longer dry season from December to March. The rest of 
the time it rains and average temperature is about 28°C. Many are literate in 
Swahili, Lingala and French but there is openness to reading and writing Budu as 
well. More men than women are literate. The income of the Budu is as low as 
$120 per year derived from subsistence agriculture.
     The Budu live in palm thatched mud square houses with a separate
cooking place. Cooking is done over wood fires. In the larger centers this means 
that wood must be brought from a distance. Some Budu still wear loincloths made 
of beaten bark but most wear second-hand western clothes, and tailored clothes 
for special occasions. The family structure is patriarchal with decisions made by 
consensus by the elders. The village chief rules over the village and reports to 
higher government authorities.
     WEC International introduced Christianity in 1923. During  the Simba 
Rebellion in the 1960's, many missionaries were killed or expelled from the 
country. The church had to go into the forest and live in hiding in some places to 
evade the rebels, especially where the church had had close contact with the white 
missionaries. The emphasis of missionary involvement has changed from church 
planting to teaching in Bible schools and seminaries and staffing of hospitals. The 
national church is in charge, but is still dependent on the outside world for funds 
for special projects.

Disciples (Matt 28.19):
< 50%

Scripture Status (Matt 28.20):
Work in progress

Primary Religion:
Christian

Churches:

Population (date):
250,000



Item Name Item Note

The Budu of Congo (Kinshasa)

Have They Heard The Gospel? Profile Summary
Believe In Jesus As God & Only Savior (%) < 50%

Number Of Pastors 70

Number Of Missionaries Working 10

Is The Word Of God Translated? The translation project is underway to prepare Scriptures in both major dialects.  
Luke's gospel was dedicated in 2001.

Any Hinderance To Scripture Distribution? Poor roads present a barrier to getting publications into remote areas. Cash is in short 
supply in the present subsistence economy, making it difficult for people to pay more 
than a token price for literature.

Forms Of Gospel Presentation Available (Summary) "Jesus" film is available in French and Swahili both.

What Kind Of Missionaries Are Needed? There is a long-established church and a pool of educated. Budu. Their greatest needs 
are for technical assistance, specialized training, and outside funding for development 
projects.

Population All Countries Group Description
World Population For This People 250,000

Countries Where People Group Lives Group Description
Country Name Congo (Kinshasa)

Geography & Environment Group Description
Location The Budu live in northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo in Orientale Province, 

Wamba Territory.
Country Congo (Kinshasa)

Ecosystem Type Tropical Forest

Geological Type Riverine

Elevation 800 meters

Longitude 27 E

Latitude 2 N

Climate Tropical; a short dry season in August and a longer dry season December to March. 
The rest of the time it rains and average temperature is about 28 C.

Language & Linguistics Group Description
Primary Language BUDU

   Comment (Language) While most people can use Swahili or Lingala in the marketplace, among themselves 
they would use Budu in any social encounter.

Alternate Language Names Bodo, Kibudu

Attitude Towards Mother Tongue Very receptive

Percent Monolingual (%) 20

Other Mother Tongues Of This Group LIKA

   Comment (On Other Mother Tongues) There is significant intermarriage between Budu and Likas.

Linguistically Related Languages VANUMA

Linguistically Related Languages NYALI

Linguistically Related Languages MBO

Linguistically Related Languages NDAKA

Linguistically Related Languages NYALI

Linguistically Related Languages MBO

Linguistically Related Languages VANUMA

Linguistically Related Languages NDAKA

   Comments (Related Languages) This is not geographically contiguous to Budu area.

   Comments (Related Languages) Not geographically contiguous to the Budu area.



Item Name Item Note

The Budu of Congo (Kinshasa)

Neighboring Languages MANGBETU

Neighboring Languages NDAKA

Neighboring Languages MAMVU

Neighboring Languages MAYOGO

Neighboring Languages LIKA

Literacy Group Description
Adult Literacy Percentage 60%

Literacy Attitude Somewhat receptive

Active Literacy Program Yes

Publications In Vernacular 6

   Comment (Literacy) The men are about 85% literate in either French, Swahili, or Lingala but the women 
are only about 10% literate in these languages. About 100 Budu people can read their 
language.  There is openness to reading and writing Budu as well.

Economics Group Description
Subsistence Type Agriculturalists

Average Annual Income $120 per year

Occupation Everyone has their own fields for vegetables. Some people also would be merchants, 
teachers, medical personnel.

Income Sources Mainly from the sale of crops grown in their fields and palm oil production.

Products / Crafts Palm oil

Trade Partners Bunia region for palm oil

Modernization / Utilities No electricity, TV, paved roads, telephones.

Community Development Group Description
Health Care  (Quality) Fair

   Comment (Health Care) Hospitals and clinics are too expensive for the average person, so they are relying 
more on traditional medicines, which are largely herbal and fairly effective. There are 
both church run and private maternity clinics.

Diet  (Quality) Fair

   Comment (Diet) Limited variety in diet, usually according to what is in season; manioc and leaves, rice, 
peanuts, bananas, etc. Poor nutrition during the dry season when only rice and beans 
are left, some manioc. There are no cows or milk products available. Meat is only 
eaten for festivals or celebrations.

Water  (Quality) Fair

   Comment (Water) It is difficult to get enough good water during the dry season. Women will often wait 
at a water source for 3-4 hours to get a 10 liter jug of water. Generally the water is 
potable. For washing clothes, people use the river water which also runs dry during the 
dry season.

Shelter Description A typical home would be mud and stick building with palm thatch roof, mud floor, 
square in shape with small, unglazed window using a wooden shutter for nighttime or 
when leaving the house. There would be a separate cooking house with a cooking fire 
in the middle on the floor.

Energy/Fuel (Quality) Good

   Comment (Energy) There is always firewood available, though in the larger centers they might have to go 
a distance to collect it. They might also use a little kerosene for a lantern to see by 
night, or palm oil if you could not afford kerosene. There is no electrical supply.  
Cooking is done over wood fires.

Clothing The people tend to wear used Western clothing which they buy in the market place, 
although older and more remote people would wear beaten bark loin cloths. A woman 
would want to wear a blouse or tee shirt top with 2 layers of wrap around skirts of 
African cloth, but many cannot afford to buy more than one outfit in  a year.

Transportation Mostly walking, a few bicycles, a few have motorcycles; there are few trucks owned 
by merchants.

Infant Mortality Rate 1 out of 8
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Life Expectancy 50

Leading Cause Of Death Malaria

Society & Culture Group Description
Family Structures Patriarchal, extended family with decisions made by consensus among the elders, 

mainly the men. There is some polygamy, though officially illegal in Zaire. A bride 
will go to join her husband's family and they will all live in a new house with her 
husband, generally in the father's village.

Neighbor Relations The Budu are known to be peaceful.

Authority / Rule There is a village chief, as well as the head of a family-clan. These are passed on to an 
eligible son. There are 7-9 higher level chiefs over these village chiefs. Superimposed 
over this traditional authority system is the national bureaucratic system.

Cultural Change Pace Slow

Identification With National Culture Distinct

Self Image Prestigious

Judicial / Punishment System If there is a crime committed, one would go first to the Commandant of the Police, or 
if it is a civil suit, one might go to the Assistant Commissioner of the zone to report the 
matter. The traditional chief is  also an arbitrator. All three might be involved in 
certain cases.

Celebrations New Years is a very big festival. Any wedding is also a big affair.  After the initial 
mourning period at a funeral, there is often a lot of public singing. Installation of a 
new chief or opening a new school is also a big event. Christmas and Easter are big 
events for Christians.

Recreations Football (soccer) is the biggest recreational sport. Singing and telling riddles and 
stories are also favorite pastimes.

Art Forms Very little. Designs done on functional pieces are common, such as a clay jug, a stool, 
etc. The women do distinctive hair braiding which shows creativity.

Media No newspapers or TV but recently the Catholics have started a daily short radio 
program in Budu, French, and Swahili.

Local Language Broadcasting 20 minutes to 1 hour daily

Attitude To Outsiders Somewhat receptive

Attitude To Change Somewhat receptive

Education Group Description
Teacher To Pupil Ratio 50

Language Of Instruction Early Years Swahili, Congo

Language Of Textbooks Early Years French

Language Of Instruction Later Years Lingala

   Comment (Education) From 5th grade, French is introduced, and only French is used on the secondary level. 
There are very few textbooks: most teachers work from notes taken by hand.

Church Growth Status of Christianity
Reached Status Reached

Total Baptized 5000

Lay Leaders 100

Bible Schools 4

Christian Clinics/Hospitals 32

   Comment (Church Growth) The churches play an important role in basic development because of the lack of 
infrastructure apart from their own.

Religion & Response Status of Christianity
Religious Practices & Ceremonies Christmas and Easter and other special feasts, as well as funerals, are times when there 

is much openness to the Gospel. Circumcision.
Attitude To Christianity Somewhat receptive

Attitude To Religious Change Somewhat receptive
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Resistance / Receptivity Many people were respond to a call for salvation or revival, but these same people will 
come time and again. There seems to be no nurturing of these new Christians. There 
appears to be a shallow openness.

Spiritual Climate And Openness About one third of those who call themselves Christians go to church regularly. 
Market days are often held on Sundays and are usually distant from the local church. 
Even those who do not go to church regularly are very aware of spiritual things.

Recommended Approaches Promotion of Budu Scripture use through literacy programs, as well as video and 
audio recordings.

Current Needs The Budu need to re-evaluate some of their Christian patterns and systems in the 
church which are not healthy, nor based on the Bible. For instance, a person needs to 
work as a pastor for several years before he can be eligible to get training as an 
evangelist.

Items For Prayer Revival among the people; there was revival in the 1950's, but there seem to be a lot of 
nominal Christians now.

History Of Christianity In Group Status of Christianity
Year Began 1923

By Whom WEC International

Significant Events In the Simba Rebellion in the 1960's, many missionaries were killed or kicked out of 
the country. Along with this came the nationalization of Zaire, with the church having 
an official status in the country and WEC no longer having its own standing. The 
church had to go into the forest and live in hiding in some places to evade the Simbas, 
especially where the church had close contact with the white missionaries previously. 
Toward the end of the 60's things began to normalize, but not the way it was before: so 
much infrastructure had been destroyed and has not been rebuilt to the former extent.

   Comments (History of Christianity) Missionary involvement has changed from high emphasis on church planting to 
teaching in Bible schools, seminaries and helping with hospitals. The national church 
is in charge, but still dependent on the outside world for funds for any special projects.

Scripture Status of Christianity
Translation Status In Progress

Available Scripture Portions

Form Of Scripture Available Printed

Scripture Use Individuals & some churches

   Comment (Scripture) It is often difficult to coordinate Scripture translation and distribution with the three 
major church groups in the area.

   Comment (Scripture) Plans are being made to prepare the "Jesus film" into the Budu language.

Other Forms Of Gospel Available: Literature Yes

Other Forms Of Gospel Available: Recordings No

Other Forms Of Gospel Available: Film/Videos No

Other Forms Of Gospel Available: Radio No

Missions and Churches Status of Christianity
Organization Name Assemblies of God

Country Of Origin United States

Organization Name Roman Catholic Church

Organization Name WEC International

Main Ministry Evangelism

Year Started 1923

Language Used By Workers Swahili, Congo

Christian Literature And Media Status Status of Christianity
Literature Available There is some Christian literature available in Swahili and French.

Radio Programs Available The Catholics are willing to promote Christian programming in Budu on the radio 
station.

Videos Available One missionary has a "Jesus" video in French and Swahili which she shows in villages.


