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The Bwaidoka of Papua New Guinea

ISO Language Code: bwd

The Bwaidoka people live in the southern part of Goodenough Island, with most 
of their twenty villages and numerous hamlets scattered along the narrow strip of 
flat land between the steep mountains and ocean.  Access to the Bwaidoka area is 
by air or boat.  There is a WWII airstrip on the eastern plain of Goodenough 
Island.  From there travel is usually by pre-arranged vehicle or boat.  To travel by 
boat from Alotau takes 12-15 hours.

The Bwaidoka people live in thatch-roofed houses and are primarily subsistence 
farmers, fishing occasionally.  Soccer for the men and netball for the women are 
favorite sports, with teams traveling to other villages to play.  One of their favorite 
pastimes is telling and listening to stories, which can be quite interesting.  

Christianity was introduced in the 1890s through United Methodist missionaries.  
Later, Catholic missionaries came but have not had major inroads into the 
Bwaidoka area.  Other religious groups have come but have not been very 
successful.

Because most people don’t really understand the gospel, animism is still very 
much in place, with even many of the pastors still practicing garden magic.  There 
is a great need for people to understand the Word in their own language.

Most of the men and some of the women know Dobu, the local trade language, to 
some extent, using it in preaching and in relating to outsiders who speak it, but 
they still use the Bwaidoka language in their homes.  Bwaidoka is the de facto 
lingua franca for Goodenough Island and the northern end of Ferguson Island. 
English is used often in government.

Forty to fifty years ago the United Methodist Church held a school at Wailagi 
using the vernacular, so there are many older people who can read and write

Disciples (Matt 28.19):
4%

Scripture Status (Matt 28.20):
Portions

Primary Religion:
Animism

12
Churches:

Population (date):
6,500



Item Name Item Note

The Bwaidoka of Papua New Guinea

Have They Heard The Gospel? Profile Summary
Call Themselves Christian (%) above

   Comment (Call Themselves Christian) Of the 6,500 population, there are approximately 260 Believers.

Believe In Jesus As God & Only Savior (%) 4%

   Comment (Jesus As God & Only Savior) 95% believe that Jesus is the Christ but are also practicing animists, and 1% are 
Jehovah's Witnesses or other sects.

Number Of Pastors 10

   Comment (Pastors) There are (possibly, but not sure) 10 pastors.

Number Of Missionaries Working 1

   Comment (Number Of Missionaries) A Catholic missionary from Bolubolu ministers to the Catholics periodically.

Number Of Churches 12

   Comment (Churches) 10 - United Church; 2 - Catholic

Is The Word Of God Translated? 800 copies of the Gospel of Mark and 300 of Acts have been distributed.  50% of the 
New Testament and Genesis are in various stages of revision.

Any Hinderance To Scripture Distribution? Since much of the preaching is done in Dobu, the prestige trade language—even 
though understanding is limited—this affects people’s need for Scriptures in 
Bwaidoka.  The literacy rate is about 60% in the Central dialect.  Also, money is not 
used a lot by many people, so when books become available many people might not 
have money to buy them.

Forms Of Gospel Presentation Available (Summary) Literature

What Kind Of Missionaries Are Needed? There is a real reluctance among most Bwaidoka people to ‘stand out in the crowd’, 
because of the fear of jealousy and hence sorcery; the two national translators are not 
an exception.  So they appreciate and need an outsider to come alongside them as 
advisor and facilitator.  Also the Translation Committee (two men from each of the 
nine dialects) is eager to have newly published books taught to them so they can know 
how to teach their people.  The United Church is functioning with all its own bishops 
and pastors and Sunday school teachers, so regular missionary work is not needed.

Population All Countries Group Description
World Population For This People 6,500

   Comment (World Population) In 1994 the world population for this people group was reported to be 6,000.

Countries Where People Group Lives Group Description
Country Name Papua New Guinea

Geography & Environment Group Description
Location Located in the southern part of Goodenough Island between steep mountains and the 

ocean.

Language & Linguistics Group Description
Primary Language Bwaidoka

   Comment (Language) This people group uses the Bwaidoka language in their homes, and Bwaidoka is the de 
facto lingua franca for Goodenough Island and the northern end of Ferguson Island.

Literacy Group Description
Adult Literacy Percentage 60%

   Comment (Literacy) The literacy rate is about 60% in the Central dialect.

Economics Group Description
Subsistence Type Agriculturalists

   Comment (Subsistence Type) This people group are primarily farmers and they fish occasionally.

Community Development Group Description
Shelter Description Thatch-roofed houses.
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The Bwaidoka of Papua New Guinea

Society & Culture Group Description
Recreations Soccer for the men and netball for the women are favorite sports, with teams traveling 

to other villages to play.  One of their favorite pastimes is telling and listening to 
stories.

Attitude To Change Somewhat resistant

   Comment (Attitude To Change) Tradition is very strong among the Bwaidoka people, and anything that doesn’t come 
through leadership tends to be rejected.

   Comment (Culture) There is a real reluctance among most Bwaidoka people to ‘stand out in the crowd’, 
because of the fear of jealousy and hence sorcery.

Education Group Description
   Comment (Primary Schools) During the first year of primary school, the students are taught to read in Bwaidoka, 

transitioning to English afterward.

Church Growth Status of Christianity
   Comment (Church Growth) It is reported there are about 260 Believers among this people group. One hindrance to 

Scripture distribution and church growth is that much of the preaching is done in 
Dobu, the prestige trade language, of which understanding is limited.

Religion & Response Status of Christianity
Resistance / Receptivity Their traditional religion along with its cultural values is still very strong. However, in 

some areas people have chosen to set aside some of the restrictive food taboos.  
Tradition is very strong among the Bwaidoka people, and anything that doesn’t come 
through leadership tends to be rejected.  Thus, if revival comes, it needs to be through 
church leadership or it will likely be rejected.  Without having the Word in their own 
language along with pastors who truly know the Lord preaching the Word, their 
understanding of true Christianity is very limited.

Recommended Approaches There is a real reluctance among most Bwaidoka people to ‘stand out in the crowd’, 
because of the fear of jealousy and hence sorcery; the two national translators are not 
an exception.  So they appreciate and need an outsider to come alongside them as 
advisor and facilitator.  Also the Translation Committee (two men from each of the 
nine dialects) is eager to have newly published books taught to them so they can know 
how to teach their people.  The United Church is functioning with all its own bishops 
and pastors and Sunday school teachers, so regular missionary work is not needed.

History Of Christianity In Group Status of Christianity
Year Began 1890's

By Whom United Methodist Church

   Comments (History of Christianity) Christianity was introduced in the 1890s through United Methodist missionaries.  
Later, Catholic missionaries came but have not had major inroads into the Bwaidoka 
area.  Other religious groups have come but have not been very successful.

Scripture Status of Christianity
Translation Status Portions

Available Scripture Portions

Form Of Scripture Available Printed

   Comment (Form of Scripture Available) 800 copies of the Gospel of Mark and 300 of Acts have been distributed.  50% of the 
New Testament and Genesis are in various stages of revision.

Other Forms Of Gospel Available: Literature Yes

Other Forms Of Gospel Available: Recordings No

Other Forms Of Gospel Available: Film/Videos No

Other Forms Of Gospel Available: Radio No

Christian Literature And Media Status Status of Christianity
Literature Available The Easter story and Creation story sold about 1000 copies each, and children 

delighted in buying the small gospel story booklets.  Sometimes teachers would buy a 
bunch as prizes for their students. The small booklets tend to sell quickly and in much 
larger quantities. However, money is not used a lot by many people, so when books 
become available, many people might not have money to buy them.


