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The Bunong are an ethnic minority group indigenous to the highland tropical 
forest region of northeastern Cambodia and Southern Vietnam. Central Mnong 
speakers reside in Mondulkiri province in Cambodia as well as Song Bé and 
western Dac Lac provinces in Vietnam. There are more than 50,000 Bunong 
people with over 20,000 residing in Cambodia (Gordon 2005:326). They 
primarily practice swidden cultivation on the hillslopes; however, during the 
Khmer Rouge years many Bunong living in Cambodia were forced to do paddy 
rice farming. In the dry season they supplement their meager income by gathering 
resin and other non-timber forest products (NTFPs).
     Bunong is a Mon-Khmer language of the South Bahnaric subgroup. Other 
members of this subgroup include Stieng, Koho, Ma’ and Chrau (Thomas & 
Headley 1970:406; Diffloth 1974:481). A recent government survey found that 
the overall functional literacy rate in Mondulkiri was 5.3%, the lowest of any 
province in Cambodia (MoEYS--NFE 2000:44).
     The Bunong have matrilineal descent and matrilocal residence (Lebar et al. 
1964:155). Wealth is traditionally controlled by the wife’s family. Schrock 
(1966:492) summarizes traditional division of labor between men and women in 
Bunong society, “The men hunt, engage in warfare, clear the fields, prepare the 
ground for sowing, make baskets, and work with metal; women spin, weave, plant 
seeds, and gather edible leaves, fruits and roots in the forest
     The Bunong are group oriented and seldom approach tasks and problems as 
individuals. Their behavior is strongly influenced by the conformity required by 
their traditions and customs. Dreams are very significant to the Bunong in helping 
to make decisions. The traditional belief system of the Bunong is animism, 
although some Bunong have adopted Buddhism and others Christianity (both 
Catholic and Protestant). There are more than 1000 Bunong Christians in 
Cambodia.
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Item Name Item Note

The Bunong of Camodia and Vietnam

Population All Countries Group Description
World Population For This People 50,000

World Population (Date) 2005

   Comment (World Population) There are more than 50,000 Bunong people with over 20,000 residing in Cambodia 
(Gordon 2005:326).

Countries Where People Group Lives Group Description
Country Name Viet Nam

Country Name Cambodia

Society & Culture Group Description
Authority / Rule Traditionally, Bunong leadership consisted of a group of village elders and a village 

headman. Today, a village chief acts as a representative to the government.


