
        Profile Year:   2013 

 People and Language Detail Profile   Language Name:   Fataleka 

        ISO Language Code:  far 

Primary Religion: 

 Christianity 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Disciples (Matt 28:19): 

 Unknown 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Churches: 

 Yes 
 _____________________________________________________________ 

Scripture Status (Matt 28:20): 

 None 
    ____________________________________________________________ 

Population (date): 

 6,700 
 _____________________________________________________________ 

The Fataleka of Solomon Islands 

The Fataleka people of the Solomon Islands live on the northern 

end of Malaita Island. Christian workers first arrived in Malaita in 

the early 1900s. Today, most Fataleka people consider themselves 

Christians, but many still fear spirits and quietly follow certain rules 

said to keep them happy. Old traditions, based in these animistic 

beliefs, still hold heavy sway over their daily activities. 

Fataleka speakers provide for their families by farming and 

fishing. The father is the head of his home, and inheritance is 

passed through the father’s family. 

Some families are able to send their children to boarding school 

in a larger city after sixth grade. Though this provides young adults 

with a valuable secondary education, few skilled jobs exist in the 

tight urban job market. Many of the young people who graduate 

from high school in the city are reluctant to return to farming in 

their rural home areas. These circumstances are creating a jobless 

generation. 

The literacy rate among the Fataleka is quite low, about half of 

the population can read and write. 

Representative photo 
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Have They Heard The Gospel? 

 

Is the Word of God Translated?  Many still fear spirits and personal curses, and teachers with 

      personal agendas offer false doctrine as truth. One group  

      instructs worshippers to remove their shoes before entering the 

      church so God will hear their prayers. Others follow God as 

      though He were an ancestor spirit, seeking to appease and  

      manipulate Him. That frame of reference combined with false 

      teaching reinforces an underlying belief that they earn God’s 

      acceptance by performing church rituals. 

Other Forms of Presentation  Audio recordings available. 


