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The Afiran of Nigeria 

The Afiran are also called by the name of their main town: Kwakwi. 

They live in Riyom Local Government Area of Plateau State.   Their 
population is estimated to be 5000. Kwakwi Station is also 
considered to be part of the Afiran homeland. 

They are part of the big Izere group in Jos-East of Plateau State, who 

reported to have migrated from Sokoto to a hill called Zirikazan 

(meaning old house in Firan) and on to their present location. Their 

neighbors are Berom and Iten.   

They celebrate an annual festival called Surgul. Surgul showcases the 

cultural heritage of the Afiran. A special event during the festival is a 

donkey race, which involves men only. The participants blow the 

Marden (a traditional flute) as they race on their donkeys. Koruk, is a 

special costume  made from animal skin, worn on the festive day. 

Beans (Kwon) and Kunu (Itari) are served as  special delicacies.  

Many Afiran are farmers. They grow millet, fonio (acha), yam, finger 

millet (tamba) and cocoyam. Fonio (acha) and finger millet (Tamba) 

are their major crop. A few Befiran are civil servants. 

They are about 75% Christians, 20% Muslims and 5% African 

traditional religionist. The denominations working among them are:  

the Roman Catholic, Evangelical Church Winning All (ECWA), 

Church of Christ in Nation (COCIN), The Redeemed Christian 

Church of God (RCCG) and The Anglican Church.  

Primary Religion: 

 Christianity 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Disciples (Matt 28:19): 

 Majority 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Churches: 

 4 
 _____________________________________________________________ 

Scripture Status (Matt 28:20): 

 None 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Population (date): 

 5,000 (2009) 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

 

A chief of the Afrian, with permission 



The Facara of Nigeria___________________________________________________ 

 

 

Have They Heard The Gospel? 
 

 

Hindrances to Scripture Use The available Scriptures are written in Hausa and English. 

There is a low rate of literacy in the community.  

Response to the Gospel The Afiran have responded to the gospel and the churches are 

experiencing numerical increase because many people are 

converting to Christianity.  

 

Bilingualism The Afiran are a multilingual group. They speak Firan, Hausa, 

English, Iten and Berom. The children and youth speak Hausa 

very well. The younger generation and the middle-aged have 

better proficiency in English than the other age groups. 

Teachers mostly use English, and some Hausa in Classrooms. 

The people are largely mixed with other groups. They live 

among and around the Aten, and the Birom.  

Are Cross-Cultural  

Missionaries Needed? There is a need for literacy and education activities among the 

Afiran. They are largely farmers, so they will appreciate an 

agricultural ministry in their communities. Pastoral training of 

mother tongue speakers may be needed too.  

 

Number of Christian Congregations  There are four Christian denominations in the broad areas, but 

they have not come together to discuss potential translation.  

 

Churches using primarily vernacular None 

 

Language of Wider Communication Hausa [hau]  

 


