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The Chakali of Ghana 

The Chakali are located in a group of 7 villages east of Wa in 

Ghana's Upper West Region. They are subsistence farmers but also 

raise cattle. The main crop in the region is yam. In typical north-

western style, the Chakali live in flat-roofed mud and wood houses 

which are connected to form large family compounds. The Chakali 

follow a matrilineal system and traditionally they marry within 

their clan, with husband and wife often coming from the same 

village . 

Each Chakali village has a Wali chief which is the primary 

neighboring group to the Chakali. In the early 1970's there was an 

increase in trade between the Chakali and their Wali neighbors. 

Today, many will make the 20-40 mile journey each week to go 

and see at the Wa market. This interaction with their Wali 

neighbors also brought the CHakali increased contact with Islam. 

In the past 20 years, many Chakali have embraced this teaching and 

now call themselves Muslim. However, at present, there are no 

strong indications of Islamic tradition other; than the presence of a 

mosque in several villages. 

The Chakali are very hospitable people. Their kindness to 

strangers often extends to the women joining together in song and 

dance and the outsiders being presented with gifts of yam.  
 

Primary Religion: 

 Islam 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Disciples (Matt 28:19): 

  Less than 1% 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Churches: 

 5 
 _____________________________________________________________ 

Scripture Status (Matt 28:20): 

 None in their language 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Population (date): 

 10,000 (2016) 
 ____________________________________________________________ 
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Have They Heard The Gospel? 

 
Believe In Jesus As God and Less than 1% 

    Only Savior (%)  

Believe Jesus is a prophet, but not  98 

    God’s Son (%) 

Believe in their traditional religion (%) 90 

Have not heard who Jesus is (%) maybe none 

Number of Pastors 2 

Number of Communities 15, but only 7 where Chakali is spoken by the entire village. 

Number of Churches 5 

Number of Missionaries Working 0  

Is The Word Of God Translated? No scripture is available in their mother tongue. 

Forms Of Gospel Presentation  Recordings:  Some Bible stories are available in two of the   

    Available (Summary) Ngwo dialects  

Kind of Missionaries Needed? Yes, rather urgently, because there is rapid growth of Islam in 

the area.  
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Group Description 

 
Population 

World Population For This People 6,000 

World Population (Date) 2003  

Countries Where People Group Live  

Country Name Ghana 

Geography & Environment  

Location Upper West region: Wa East district; Northern region: West 

Gonja district; Ducie village is largest.  

Elevation 200 to 350 m 

Longitude 1-2 W 

Latitude 9 N 

Climate Hot and dry. 

Language & Linguistics 

Primary Language  Chakali 

Dialects None  

Second Languages  Wali [wlx] 

Neighboring Languages Wali [wlx], Paasaal [sig] 

Language Use of this Group Used at home in all villages. 

    Comment In Tuasa village only older people speak Chakali.  In other 

villages children also use Chakali, but also use Wali [wlx].  

The Chakali seeom to accept the Wali language, but do not 

approve of it being used in their homes. 

Linguistically Related Languages Chakali has lexical similarity of 62% with Tampulma [tpm], 

68% with Vagla [vag] . 

Active Language Programs  None as yet, but there is conversation about beginning. 

Language Status Threatened 

Comment Chakali is unwritten  

Literacy 

Active Literacy Program No 

    Comment There is a low level of education and literacy. 
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Community Development 

Shelter Description  In typical north-western style, the Chakali live in flat-roofed 

mud and wood houses which are connected to form large 

family compounds. A thick log with cut-out steps is used to 

gain access to the roof, which is built so that people can walk 

on it. 

Society & Culture 

Family Structures  Matrilineal. Traditionally, they marry within their clan; 

husband and wife often come from the same village  

Neighbor Relations Since the early 1970's, they have had increase in trade 

between the Chakali and the Wali. This has brought increased 

contact with Islam. In the past 20 years, many Chakali have 

embraced this teaching and now call themselves Muslim.  

Authority / Rule  Each Chakali village has a Wali chief which is the primary 

neighboring group to the Chakali. 

Media Calendar with days of the week and the national anthem 

written in Ngwo. 

Social Habits/Groupings The Chakali are a very hospitable people. Their kindness to 

strangers often extends to the women joining together in song 

and dance and the outsiders being presented with gifts of 

yam. 
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Status of Christianity 

 
Church Growth 

Reached Status Unreached  

Religion and Response 

Religious Practices & Ceremonies  There are only a few mosques in several villages, but there is 

rapid growth of Islam in the area. 

Spiritual Climate And Openness Over the past 20 years they have been receptive to Islam, 

therefore it is possible that they would also be receptive to 

Christianity if an evangelistic effort was made. 

Items For Prayer  Pray that Chakali speakers will be found who are willing to 

lead a campaign to develop their language and provide access 

to God’s Word among their own people.  

Scripture 

Translation Status Secondary ? 

Available Scripture None 

Missions and Churches 

Organization Name Roman Catholic Church 

Number of Adherents 45 

Christian Literature and Media Status 

Literature Available None in Chakali 

Audio Recordings Available Yes.  Gospel Recordings has audio Bible stories and and an 

evangelistic message, available in Chakali. 

Audio Visuals Available Yes, Gospel Recordings has audio/visual Bible lessons and 

Bible stories, available in Chakali. 

Film/Videos Available? None 

Radio Available? None 


