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 People and Language Detail Profile   Language Name:   Dadiya 

        ISO Language Code:  dbd 

Primary Religion: 

 Christianity 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Disciples (Matt 28:19): 

 About 40% 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Churches: 

 Yes 
 _____________________________________________________________ 

Scripture Status (Matt 28:20): 

 OT & NT portions 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Population (date): 

 30,000 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

 

The Dadiya of Nigeria 

Dadiya speakers live in the eastern mountains and plains of Nigeria’s 

Gombe State and in neighboring areas of Taraba State. Families 

grow grain, peanuts, beans, rice and cotton. Most use traditional 

methods to till the ground and grow just enough to eat. Farmers 

typically use ox-drawn plows to plant their fields. 

In 1930, Christian missionaries arrived and were received 

positively. Early Christians spread the Gospel to surrounding 

regions. Today, about 40 percent of Dadiya speakers are believers. 

About the same percentage are members of another major faith; 

others continue following traditional African religious practices. 

Life has been difficult in the Dadiya region. The Dadiya people 

and some neighboring groups are embroiled in an ongoing land 

dispute. Homes have been burned, and some families have endured 

significant loss. 

In 1999, two older women called on a local pastor to discuss Bible 

translation into the Dadiya mother tongue. He met with his church 

and Dadiya speakers from other states and found immediate interest. 

The result was a successful Luke Partnership project, completed 

in 2008. That project produced Luke’s Gospel and the “JESUS” 

film. It also helped train translators. Local churches have endorsed, 

assisted and helped fund this Dadiya translation at every stage. 
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Have They Heard The Gospel? 

 

 
Is the Word of God Translated?  This team is highly motivated to complete their New  

      Testament and portions of the Old Testament as expertly and 

      quickly as possible. The four translators have already received 

      basic training through their work on the Gospel of Luke. Two 

      men are pastors; two others are college graduates. One person 

      has administrative experience. One team member was  trained 

      to use a laptop computer effectively, including a program used 

      to key in and edit Scripture texts but sadly he left the project. A 

      new computer operator is improving his skills and will receive 

      more training.  
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Status of Christianity 

 
Religion and Response                     
Need for Translation   Believers are currently distributing the Gospel of Luke and the 

      “JESUS” film in Dadiya. They have a goal to show the  

      “JESUS” film in every village where Dadiya is spoken. As  

      people respond to the Gospel message, other New Testament 

      books and their Old Testament moorings will help them apply 

      God’s Word in their daily lives.. 


