
         Profile Year:  2007 

  People and Language Detail Profile    Language Name:  Domung 

         ISO Language Code: dev 

The Domung of Papua New Guinea 

Domung speakers live in the mountains of the Rai Coast 

district in Madang Province. They are swidden agriculturalists, 

producing mainly taro, but also sweet potato and cooking 

bananas. Fruit and vegetables are abundant. The people also 

keep chickens and pigs. 

The people live in houses built on stilts, thatched with 

bamboo leaves. The main rooms have a fire pit in the middle. 

The nights are cold and people sleep next to the fire to stay 

warm. 

The gospel was first brought to the area by the Lutherans in 

the 1930s and now each village has its own church 

congregation. Most people would call themselves Christians, 

although nominal Christianity is fairly widespread and there is 

much fear of sorcery. Many people in one village are part of a 

cargo cult (the belief that certain religious activities will bring 

material wealth), and are somewhat resistant to the gospel. 

A number of people in Domung have an interest in 

receiving God's word in their heart language. One person said 

there is a big hunger for this in Domung. Another person said 

"If we had God's word in our own language everyone would 

understand it". 

Primary Religion: 

 Christianity 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Disciples (Matt 28:19): 

 95% 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Churches: 

 10 
 _____________________________________________________________ 

Scripture Status (Matt 28:20): 

 None 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Population (date): 

 1797 
 ____________________________________________________________ 
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Have They Heard The Gospel? 

 

 
Call Themselves Christian   95%        

 Comment    Most Domung speakers would call themselves Christian. 

Believe In Jesus As God           

 And Only Savior    20 to 50% 

Believe In The Local Traditional          

  Religion    There is widespread fear of sorcery. 

Have Not Heard Who Jesus is   0% 

Attitude to Christianity   Somewhat receptive 

Attitude to Religious Change  Somewhat receptive 

Number Of Pastors    0       

 Comment     Although there are no pastors, each congregation has its own 

      leaders who are from the Domung area. 

Number Of Missionaries Working  1       

 Comment     The Circuit Pastor is from outside the Domung language  

      area. 

Response To The Gospel    Each village now has its own congregation. However, there is 

      still widespread fear of sorcery. Church attendance varies  

      from village to village. Women are more likely to attend  

      church than men. In one village there is a cargo cult that has 

      many members. 

Number Of Communities   10       

 Comment     There are also a number of small hamlets or camps which  

      come under the larger communities. 

Number Of Churches    10        

 Comment     Two of these are currently in need of new buildings and are 

      meeting in alternative venues.  

History of Christianity   Year Began: 1930     

 By Whom:    The gospel was first brought by Lutherans from the Kalasa  

      and Ulap congregations in Morobe Province.   

 Significant Events   In 1951 a mission centre was built at Ayengket. Konrad  

      Munsel, a German missionary, was based there for many  

      years. The message then spread out from there. Congrega- 

      tions were begun in Kian in 1944, Gabutamon in 1952,  

      Bobongat around 1980 and Maramung in 1985. 

Is The Word Of God Translated?  No 

Any Hindrance To Scripture          

 Distribution?    There are very low rates of literacy in Domung. Very few  

      people were reported to be able to read or write in Domung. 
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Group Description 

 

 
Geography & Environment           
 Comment    There are very low rates of literacy in Domung. Very few  

      people were reported to be able to read or write in Domung. 

Language & Linguistics                      

Percent Monolingual    5% 

Literacy                        

Literacy Attitude    Somewhat receptive 

Percent Active Program for Men  65% 

Percent Active Program for Women 49% 

Active Literacy Program           

 Comment    There are vernacular preschools in some Domung villages  

      and plans to open them in more Domung villages.   

 Comment (Literacy)    Literacy is generally in Tok Pisin.Very few people can read 

      Domung. 

Economics                        

Subsistence Type     Farmers 

Occupation     Swidden agriculturalist 

Income Sources     Coffee, garden produce, chickens, pigs 

Products / Crafts     String bags, bamboo holders for lime, wooden plates,  

      decorations for traditional dances.  

Trade Partners    Previously there were trade relations with the people on the 

      coast.        

 Comment    There are few sources of cash income, although the land is  

      productive and people have plenty to eat. 

Community Development                    
Health Care     Fair        

 Comment    There is a health centre at Ayengket, which has at least five 

      health workers. There are male, female and labor wards.  

      There is also an aid post at Gabutamon.  

Diet      Fair        

 Comment    The staple food is taro. People also eat cooking bananas and 

      sweet potato. There are many greens and other vegetables and 

      fruit. There is only limited protein.  

Water      Fair        

 Comment    Water is generally from streams near the villages. There are 

      taps in Ayengket.     
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Shelter Description    Houses are built from local materials. They are generally on 

      posts around 1metre above the ground. Roofs are made from 

      bamboo leaves. Houses generally have two or three rooms  

      which have a fire in the center of them. People sleep next to 

      the fire to stay warm at night. 

Electricity      None. 

Energy and fuel            

 Comment    There is plenty of wood available. 

Clothing      People wear western style clothing. 

Transportation     Walking. There is an airstrip at Bobongat which MAF flies  

      into sometimes. 

Infant Mortality Rate    5% 

Life Expectancy     65 

Leading Cause Of Death           

 Comment     The infant mortality rate and life expectancy are the national 

      averages, in Domung they are likely to be higher and lower 

      respectively. 

Society & Culture                  
Family Structures     People are members of their father's clan. Land is inherited  

      by sons, although the land belongs to the clan. When two  

      people are married they normally go to the man's village.  

      Monogamy is now the norm, although there are a few men  

      that have more than one wife. 

Neighbor Relations    Domung are on peaceful terms with their neighbors.  

Authority / Rule     Previously there were clan leaders and overall clan leaders,  

      but this has been either weakened or died out altogether. Now 

      local government leaders have the highest authority. Leaders 

      are respected, but not as much as in the past. 

Social Habits/Groupings    Most Domung speakers live in villages of a couple of  

      hundred people. There are also a few small camps of just a  

      few families. 

Cultural Change Pace   Slow 

Identification With National Culture  Similar  

Self Image     Neutral 

Recreations    Chewing betelnut, telling stories, basketball, soccer  

Art Forms     Decorations on bamboo holders for lime, wooden plates,  

      tapa cloth, grass skirts  
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Attitude to Outsiders   Indifferent 

Attitude to Change    Somewhat receptive 

Youth                          
Labor and tasks (6-12 year olds)   Helping in the garden, gathering bamboo and firewood,  

      cutting grass, cleaning the house, washing pots, cooking  

      food, getting water, looking after younger siblings. 

Education 

Primary Schools     1        

 Comment    The primary school is also attended by children from other  

      nearby languages. 

Primary School Enrollment   411        

 Comment    374 of these are Domung children. The others are from  

      nearby languages. 

Secondary Schools    0 

Percent Of Eligible Students          

 Enrolled     50% 

Number of Teachers   7       

 Comment    There are also some preschool teachers. 

Language of Instruction Early Years English 

Language of Textbooks Early Years English 

Language of Instruction Later Years English 

Language of Textbooks Later Years English       

 Comment    The teachers may use some Tok Pisin if the children don't  

      understand what they are saying in English. 

 Comment on Education  There are also some vernacular preschools. Around one  

      hundred children attended one of these in 2006. There are no 

      secondary schools in the area, but a small number of  

      children are attending secondary school away from the  

      Domung area.  
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Status of Christianity 

 

 
Religion Population Growth                     
Religion 1     Other/Small       

 Comment    There is a cargo cult which a number of people from Kian  

      are part of. 

Church Growth                         
Total Baptized     1797        

 Comment    The area is strongly Lutheran so all, or nearly all people are 

      baptized as infants. 

Scripture                 
Scripture Use    Majority of churches      

 Comment    There is interest in translating Scripture into Domung and some 

      Domung speakers are seeking training for translating the Bible 

      into their own language. 

Missions and Churches                              

Organization 1    Lutheran Church 

Year Started    1930s 

Number of Adherents   1700        

 Comment    Nearly all Domung speakers would claim to be Lutheran. 

Number of Congregations           

 Comment    Each village has its own congregation. The church buildings in 

      two villages are currently in need of rebuilding, although the 

      congregations are continuing to meet in alternative venues. 

Number of National Workers  1 

Language Used by Workers  Each congregation also has its own leaders who use Domung 

      [dev], Tok Pisin [tpi]  and occasionally Kate [kmg].  


