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The Gade of Nigeria 

The Gade people of Nigeria live mostly on their ancestral lands just south of 

the capital, Abuja. However, some have moved to the city in search of em-

ployment. They are a peaceful people who get along well with their 

neighbors. In fact, the Gades’ relationship with other cultural groups has 

become so cordial that intermarriage with other groups — once taboo — is 

now practiced.  

The people make their living mostly through farming, raising crops such 

as ginger, millet, guinea corn, beans, and citrus fruit. They also support them-

selves through fishing and raising their own livestock.  

Gade people enjoy celebrating traditional festivals and are known for their 

colorful costumes, dance and masquerades. Christians and non-Christians 

alike are passionate about their language and are anxious to be able to read 

and write Gade.  

Christianity was introduced into the area in the 1950s. Today, approxi-

mately 50 percent of the people identify themselves as Christians. But among 

these, many still practice African traditional religion and idol worship. Islam 

also has a strong presence among the Gade people; relations between people 

of the different faiths are cordial.  

Because social activities are closely associated with cultural traditions, 

nominalism is a problem in the churches. Some Christians occasionally give 

in to the temptation to participate in cultural activities that are contrary to the 

faith.  

Even though Christianity has been in the region for more than 50 years — 

and half of the people are Christians — the Gade people do not have any 

Scripture in their heart language.  

Primary Religion: 

 Christianity 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Disciples (Matt 28:19): 

 Perhaps 25% 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Churches: 

 Many  
 _____________________________________________________________ 

Scripture Status (Matt 28:20): 

 None  
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Population (date): 

 72,100 (2000)  
 ____________________________________________________________ 

 



The Gade of Nigeria________________________________________________ 
 

Have They Heard The Gospel? 

 

 
Believe in Jesus As God And          

 Only Savior    Perhaps 25 percent  

Have Not Heard Who Jesus is None 

Is The Word of God Translated? Although 50 percent of the Gade people identify themselves as 

Christians, they have no Scripture in their heart language. Re-

cently a local literacy initiative produced more than 8,000 al-

phabet booklets and charts to help the people learn to read and 

write their language. The time is ripe to begin a translation.  

 Both Christians and non-Christians among the Gade are eager 

to learn how to read and write in their heart language. An initial 

translation of four Old Testament books are planned that will 

bring God’s Word to a receptive audience, and will revitalize, 

strengthen and encourage believers in their walk with God.  

Other Forms Of Gospel Presentation         

 Available    Audio: some Gospel Recordings available by internet. 

       Comment: The team beginning translation intends to produce the four 

books in audio format and also produce the “Genesis Film”. 

 


