
2014—Ginukh People 
 
       If you get to the steep mountains where Georgia, Russia(Dagestan), and 
Azerbaijan come together in the Caucasus Range, you’re in the vicinity of the 
Ginukh people.  Then, in southwestern Dagestan, head west from the Bezhta 
region.  When you cross the high range to the west of Bezhta and start down—
before you get into the Didoi language region—you will first come to a large 
village where they speak neither Bezhta nor Didoi.  This is Ginukh village where 
more than 600 people speak the distinctive Ginukh language.  When the Ginukh 
need to communicate with their neighbors to the west and to the east, they resort 
to Russian as the common language.  
  
        All told in Dagestan there are 600 to 1000 Ginukh-speakers, with small 
numbers also living in several Ginukh enclaves in the northern lowlands.  Just as 
it says in Acts 17, the Ginukh know “the boundaries of their habitation.”  They 
raise sheep and cattle as part of their subsistence agriculture economy; and they 
know where the boundaries of their pasture lands are, bordering with Bezhta 
territory up on the ridge to the east and with Didoi pasture lands to the west.  
Small amounts of agriculture also supplement, but the climate is rugged with long 
winters and short summers. 
 
        The Ginukh have been Sunni Muslim since the 8th Century, with strong 
elements of animism, magic, and the occult mixed in.  God loves the Ginukh 
people.  As His Word tells us in Acts 17:26, God honors the distinct Ginukh 
culture and language.  But to date, grace has not broken through.  When Jesus 
told His disciples in Luke 24 that “repentance for forgiveness of sins should be 
proclaimed in His name to all ethnos,” He was thinking of the Ginukh people.           
 
PRAY for carriers of Jesus’ grace to become friends of the Ginukh people. PRAY for 
those to come who will honor the remarkable Ginukh language and help preserve it.  
[NOTE—In early 2014 a new friendship relationship developed with a Ginukh cultural leader and 
his son; PRAY for the Fruit of the Spirit to permeate this relationship with this Ginukh Man of Peace 
and his family.]  PRAY that oral recordings of the Good News can eventually be 
prepared in their heart language.  PRAY Matt.9:36-38 for the Ginukh people.                         
     
 


