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The Gor of Chad
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The Gor live in the south Chad close to the CAR border, in the Department 
“Logone Oriental”. There are about 40 big villages (with up to 5,000 inhabitants) 
around Bodo, their commercial and cultural centre. Gor people have migrated to 
bigger Chadian cities such as Doba, Moundou, Sarh and N’Djaména as well as to 
other countries like CAR, Cameroon, Nigeria, France and even the United States.
     Their neighbours are: the Kaba to the west, the Mbay to the east, and the 
Bejonde and the Mango to the North. They are all considered “brothers” and their 
languages are very similar because they belong to the Sara language cluster.
     The Gor are mostly farmers who grow millet and other cereals, cotton, peanuts, 
beans, potatoes and other tubercules in fertile soil. They raise small animals 
(sheep, goats, chickens) and cattle mostly for the field work. Village associations, 
called "groupements”, run small businesses during the weekly markets held in the 
area. Their district is considered the “grainary” of the area which exports goods to 
commercial centres in Chad, CAR, Cameroon and Nigeria.
     There are two health centres in Bodo, one Catholic and one Protestant. The 
government health centres have not operated since the war in 1979. Access to 
drinking water is a problem in the area due to the deep level of the groundwater. 
Less than half of the villages have a proper well, the others get their water by 
digging holes in the traditional way.
     Since 1999 Tearfund has supported a literacy project in the Gor language 
which has reached over 5,000 adults so far. Literacy and post-literacy materials 
have been printed and distributed. Most schools in the villages have some classes 
(in French), but the complete primary education cycle is offered only in Bodo.
     The first missionaries reached the Bodo district in 1923. The people were very 
receptive to the Gospel and today most villages have at least one church.

Disciples (Matt 28.19):

Scripture Status (Matt 28.20):
Portions

Primary Religion:
Christian

About 60
Churches:

Population (date):
75,000 (1999)



Item Name Item Note

The Gor of Chad

Have They Heard The Gospel? Profile Summary
Call Themselves Christian (%) 80%

   Comment (Call Themselves Christian) 40% protestants, 40% Catholics, 18% traditional relogion (decreasing), 2% others: 
rarely any muslims, Ba'hai Centre in Bodo.

Believe In The Local Traditional Religion (%) 20%

Number Of Pastors approx. 40 Protestants, 15-20 Catholic priests and cathechists

   Comment (Pastors) Each village has a pastor, but there are only 10 who have some training and 3 who 
have a pastor degree.

Number Of Missionaries Working 2-3 Catholic priests

Response To The Gospel They were reached with the Gospel in 1923 by a British doctor called John Olley. 
They accepted the Good News willingly.

Number Of Churches About 60

   Comment (Churches) There is at least one church in each village, predominantly ACT (Assemblée 
Chrétienne au Tchad), Pentecostals (Eglise de Dieu et Eglise Apostolique)  and 
Catholics.

Is The Word Of God Translated? The Gospel of John was drafted in 1976, printed in 1978, but burned in the events of 
1979. There are drafts of Matthew and 1st Timothy

Any Hinderance To Scripture Distribution? none

What Kind Of Missionaries Are Needed? There is need of a well trained exegete for the translation work.

Countries Where People Group Lives Group Description
Country Name Chad

Literacy Group Description
Adult Literacy Percentage 30-40%

   Comment (Literacy) Literacy rate is thought to be about 30-40% in the whole area which is fairly high for 
Chad.  Literacy rate in French is 25-35%.  First language literacy rate is 30-40%.

Religion & Response Status of Christianity
Attitude To Christianity Receptive

   Comment (Attitude To Christianity) They already have a long Christian tradition. The old people stay faithful, but among 
the younger generation there is a growing number of nominal Chrisitans.

History Of Christianity In Group Status of Christianity
Year Began Reached by the first missionaries in 1923

   Comments (History of Christianity) The first missionaries were from Brethren missions (starting the ACT churches), 
Baptist missions and Catholics.

Scripture Status of Christianity
   Comment (Scripture Use) In the Catholic Church the liturgy is celebrated in Ngambay, a language of wider 

communication, but songs, prayers and announcements are made in Gor. Recently a 
Gor songbook was printed. The Protestant churches use the Bible in Mbay, but 
sermons, songs and prayers are in Gor.

   Comment (Scripture) Drafts of Matthew and 1 Timothy in the Gor language are ready for checking.

Other Forms Of Gospel Available: Literature Yes

Other Forms Of Gospel Available: Recordings No

Other Forms Of Gospel Available: Film/Videos No

Other Forms Of Gospel Available: Radio No


