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The Jju of Nigeria 

Most Jju live in a rural area and work as farmers. Some left their homes to 

pursue higher education and city jobs. Although there is sporadic 

religious conflict, the Jju generally get along well with neighboring ethnic 

groups.  

The Jju look to the paramount chief as their traditional ruler. When he 

is seated in his courtroom, visitors remove their shoes, bend low in 

respect, enter and keep their heads below his level.  

The Jju alphabet has both double and single letters. Strong (“fortis”) 

consonants, pronounced with more force, are written with double letters, 

as in the beginning of the name, Jju. The two beginning letters represent 

one sound; think of “ph” or “sh” in English. The equivalent weak 

(“lenis”) consonants, pronounced more softly, are spelled with a single 

letter.  

The Jju people first heard the Gospel from missionaries in the 1930s, 

and about 50 percent of them are Christians today. The remaining Jju 

community affiliates with Islam. Some also embrace African animistic 

traditions.  

The Jju church is grateful for and uses their New Testament, 

published in 1982. The Jju New Testament sold out and is currently being 

reprinted. Their language is highly valued and used for church services. 

Pastors realize that to reach non-Christians, they need to have all of God’s 

Word. Muslims in the area can more readily relate to the concepts and 

history presented in the Old Testament — and this can be a bridge to help 

people understand the message of the New Testament too.  

Primary Religion: 

 Christianity/Islam 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Disciples (Matt 28:19): 

 Perhaps 25% 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Churches: 

 Many 
 _____________________________________________________________ 

Scripture Status (Matt 28:20): 

 New Testament 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Population (date): 

 300,000 (1988) 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

 



The Jju of Nigeria__________________________________________________ 
 

Have They Heard The Gospel? 

 

 
Who is Jesus Christ to Them?   

 Would Call Themselves Christian 50% 

 Have Jesus As Their God and          

  Only Savior   Unknown but perhaps 25% 

 Believe Jesus is a Prophet, a Good          

 Man but Not the Only Savior  50% 

 Believe in Their Local, Traditional         

 Religion    Perhaps 60% 

 Have Not Heard Who Jesus is None 

 

Is The Word of God Translated? The New Testament was published in 1982. 

 Jju leaders are so determined to have the complete Bible that 

once the New Testament was published, some of them 

produced a rough draft of the entire Old Testament. Now the 

translation team is focused on the Old Testament, taking it 

through each step of the translation process to assure 

accuracy, clarity and highest quality.  

 

Other Gospel Presentations Available: 

 Audio:  Gospel Recordings are available online. There are plans to  

  publish the entire New Testament in audio 

 Aurio/Visual “Jesus Film” 

 

 


