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The Kove of Papua New Guinea
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The Kove are a people group with strong ties to their language and traditional 
culture. The men carve canoes, wooden fish and birds, and the women make shell 
necklaces, woven baskets and mats of sewn pandana leaves. At the age of five or 
six years, the boys are taken into a “men’s house” to be circumcised. The Kove 
people have singsings (traditional songs and dances), and they also sell singsings 
to other language groups. The Kove people have a very strong sense of their own 
identity. The western influences to which they are exposed do not seem to be 
having an adverse effect on their own culture, but in many ways are just added to 
their own culture (e.g.. attaching outboard motors to traditional wooden canoes). 
They are very direct and are more likely to take advantage of outside ways than to 
lose their own traditions to them.
Both the Roman Catholic and Seventh Day Adventist churches have a significant 
presence among the Kove people. Education is important to them, and they have 
indicated that they want to have the Scriptures translated into their own language. 
Church leaders say that a Kove translation would be used both inside and outside 
of church services. The people are spiritually hungry, and having the Word of 
God in their heart language would help them to come to a better understanding of 
it, as opposed to reading it in English or Tok Pisin.

Disciples (Matt 28.19):

Scripture Status (Matt 28.20):
None in their language

Primary Religion:
Christianity

Churches:

Population (date):
6,750 (1994)



Item Name Item Note

The Kove of Papua New Guinea

Have They Heard The Gospel? Profile Summary
Response To The Gospel Both Roman Catholic and Seventh Day Adventist services are well attended in the 

Kove villages, and the people are hungry for more knowledge of God. Church leaders 
believe that a vernacular translation of the Scriptures would help the people to better 
understand the truth. There is currently some concern about the appearance of some 
cults in the area (Jehovah’s Witnesses and Bahai). It should also be noted that the 
people still have traditional singsings, use “love spells,” and use magic to track down 
the cause of death when a person dies.
Ratio of pastors/evangelists to population: Info from survey 1994: There is one priest 
in the Catholic Church, but he is a Mamusi speaker, not from Kove. The Seventh Day 
Adventist church has no pastors; the people lead the services themselves.

Number Of Communities 24 villages

Is The Word Of God Translated? The Kove do not have the Word of God in their mother tongue, but church leaders 
believe that if a translation were made available they would use it.

Any Hinderance To Scripture Distribution? At this time there is no Kove Scripture translation, but literacy is high among the 
young people. Literacy work would have to be done among the adults in order to make 
a Kove translation practical and usable for the older generation.

Forms Of Gospel Presentation Available (Summary) Nothing is available in the Kove people's language.

What Kind Of Missionaries Are Needed? The Kove need outside assistance in the form of a translation team to begin Scripture 
translation. They also need to have some vernacular literacy work done, especially 
among the older members of the community, so that they can make use of a Kove 
translation of the Scriptures.

Population All Countries Group Description
World Population For This People 6750

World Population (Date) 1994

Countries Where People Group Lives Group Description
Country Name Papua New Guinea

Geography & Environment Group Description
Location Papua New Guinea, West New Britain

Geological Type Coastal

Language & Linguistics Group Description
Primary Language KOVE

   Comment (Alternate Names) Kombe

Attitude Towards Mother Tongue Very receptive

Second Languages Tok Pisin, English

   Comment (Second Language) : Even in situations where they are surrounded by other language groups, the Kove 
people keep a strong hold on their language and culture.

   Comments (Related Languages) Lusi, Bariai, Malalamai, Maleu

   Comments (Neighbor Languages) Lusi, Bariai, Bola

Literacy Group Description
Adult Literacy Percentage 71.4%

   Comment (Attitude to literacy) very good

   Comment (Literacy) The literacy rate percentage comes from a census taken in 2000.  18 villages were 
included.

Community Development Group Description
Health Care  (Quality) Fair

Transportation There are airstrips at Gloucester, Hoskins, and Iboki. No roads connect the Kove 
villages. Because most of the Kove villages are on islands, the main mode of transport 
is by outrigger canoe or dinghy.

Society & Culture Group Description
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The Kove of Papua New Guinea

Celebrations The Kove still have singsings for important events in life.

Art Forms Traditional crafts are still strong among the Kove and are being taught to the younger 
generation. Men carve canoes and small wooden animals, and women make shell 
necklaces, woven baskets, and pandana leaf mats. Carved wooden serving bowls and 
other similar crafts are also still common.

Education Group Description
Primary Schools 7

Primary School Enrollment 400+

Secondary Schools 2

Language Of Instruction Early Years English

Language Of Textbooks Early Years English

Language Of Instruction Later Years English

Language Of Textbooks Later Years English

   Comment (Education) Nine villages have established vernacular preschools.

Religion & Response Status of Christianity
Items For Prayer Praise God that people are interested to know more about the Word of God.  Pray that 

this interest will increase so that the people themselves feel responsible that God’s 
Word be translated into the Kove language .  Pray that God sends a translation team 
that is willing to allocate among and work with the Kove people on Bible translation.

Scripture Status of Christianity
   Comment (Scripture Use) The English or Tok Pisin Bible is used in church services, but the people do not 

understand as well as they would a translation in Kove.

Missions and Churches Status of Christianity
Organization Name Seventh Day Adventists

Organization Name Roman Catholic Church


