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The Maba of Chad 

Primary Religion: 

 Islam 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Disciples (Matt 28:19): 

 0% 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Churches: 

 0 
 _____________________________________________________________ 

Scripture Status (Matt 28:20): 

 None 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Population (date): 

 296,000 (2006) 
  



The Maba of Chad______________________________________________________ 
 
 

Have They Heard The Gospel? 
 

Call Themselves Christian (%)  0% 

Believe in Jesus as God & Only Savior (%)  0.002% 

Prophet/Good Man but Not God's Son (%)  99.98% 

Number of Missionaries Working  4 specifically for the Maba. 

Response to the Gospel  A few have accepted Christ. 

Number of Churches  0 

Is the Word of God Translated?  Not yet. Genesis is to appear soon and one of the 
Gospels after that. 

Translation Medium  None 

Any Hinderance to Scripture Distribution?  The literacy rate is only 7.5%. For a translation to be 
effective, literacy projects would be important. 

Forms of Gospel Presentations Oral stories which exist on SD cards that can be used in 
mobile phones have been produced in an Oral Storying 
workshop cycle. 
Global Recordings Network has three audio recordings, 
30 years old on cassette tapes, which are not used much 
anymore. 

What Kind of Missionaries Are Needed?  Medical missions, literacy work, evangelism and 
discipleship training. 

Items for Prayer 
    For more workers to be sent out to work specifically 
with the Maba, possibly joining the two existing small 
teams. 
    For translation of the Bible to continue.  Pray for new 
local translators and for the enabling and protection of 
the health of those committed to this task (the one Maba 
translator has died in 2019 due to sickness). 
    For Maba people to be ready to hear about Jesus as 
their Saviour and that they would be prepared to open 
up their lives to Him. 
    For the protection of those who are open and wanting 
to grow in the Lord and see others come to know Him 
too.   
    For the growth of a strong fellowship amongst the 
Maba, celebrating and growing in their faith in Jesus. 
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Group Description 
 
Population All Countries 

World Population  296,000 

World Population (Date) 2006 

World Population (Urban Percent) Unknown 

 

Geography & Environment  

Location  Eastern Chad, Ouaddai prefecture, Abeche subprefecture, 
around Abeche.  Over 200 villages with over 500 inhabitants 
and about 400 smaller villages, mostly within 75-150 km of 
Abeche. 

Country  Chad 

Ecosystem Type  Sahelian grassland  

Geological Type  Granite sand plains and mountains  

Longitude  12-15'N  

Latitude  20-22.3'E  

Climate  Dry seasons: Oct-March (dry) and April-May (very hot and 
dry).  Wet seasons: July-August (crop season), occasional 
rains in June and September. 

. 

Language & Linguistics 

Primary Language  Bura Mabang,  but others call them Maba.  

Alternate Language Names  Aulad Djema, Awlad Djema, Bargo, Bergo, Borgho, Borgu, 
Kana Mabang, Mabaa, Mabang, Ouaddai, Ouaddaien, Uled 
Djemma, Wadai, Waddayen. 

Dialects  A survey showed that there is one type of Maba language 
spoken throughout the Maba population, and no dialects 
exist, only small variations. 

Language branch:  Nilo-Saharan, Maban, Mabang. 

Attitude Towards Mother Tongue  Positive but lack confidence in the value of their own 
language, which many feel is inferior to Arabic. 

Percent Monolingual (%)  Less than 10% 

Second Languages  Chadian Spoken Arabic [shu]. 

Neighboring Languages  Marfa [mvu], Massalit [mls], Mimi [miv] (=Amdang), 
Assongori [sjg], Mararit [mgb], Beri [zag], Daza [dzg]. 

Active Language Programs  Started but fairly unsuccessful, on hold.  
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Literacy 

Adult Literacy Percentage  Male: 14.5% Female: 2.6% Total: 7.5% (average figures 
Ouaddai Prefecture, 1993).  

Literacy Attitude  Open for literacy in Arabic script but fairly unmotivated.  

Active Literacy Program  Started but fairly unsuccessful, on hold. 

Publications in Vernacular  Around 20 booklets on health, on the history of the Ouaddai, 
on traditional tales etc. Dictionaries Maba-French in Latin 
script and Maba-Arabic in Arabic script published in 2016.  

 Comment (Literacy)  The literacy percentage is based on the regional average 
(1996) and is expected to be lower in the villages and among 
women.  

Economics 

Subsistence Type  Agriculturalists 

Average Annual Income  less than $450 per year (a Chadian average). 

Occupation  Semi-sedentary agriculturalists, sedentary (becoming more 
nomadic) pastoralists, merchants. Kabartu clan are butchers and 
blacksmiths (haddad). 

Income Sources  Millet, maize, sorghum, sesame, beans, peanuts, okra, 
cucumbers, calabashes, vegetables for condiments, onion, 
garlic, chilli, tomato, dried tomato, cotton (dying out). 

Products / Crafts  Mats, baskets  

Trade Partners  Arabs and other neighbouring peoples. 

 

Community Development 

Health Care (Quality)  Infant Mortality Rate: 11.6%   Child Mortality Rate:  19.4%  
Life Expectancy Rate: 63.4 

108,373 patients/per doctor. One hospital in Abeche serves a 
large number of people.  Many villages are far away from any 
sort of medical facilities or supplies. 

Comment (Health Care)  Mortality and Life Expectancy, information is based on the 
regional average (1993). 

Diet (Quality)  Millet, leaf sauces with dried or fresh meat - 'Kawal' leaf sauce 
is a speciality of the Maba.  Produce from fields and gardens. 

Water (Quality)  Little irrigation except for gardens in the wadis, valleys 
irrigated by wadi in rainy season and by hand in dry season.  
Domestic water supply - there are some wells, some wadis by 
villages.  Very few villages have pumps.  In Abeche there are 
community taps, and some piped water to houses - Abeche 
water is of reasonable quality, but is not sufficient for the 
growing population any more..  
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Shelter  In towns: Rectangular mud brick housing with mud roof, or 
rectangular houses made with cooked bricks (depending on 
means).   In villages: Traditionally round straw huts, but mud 
walls and rectangular mud brick houses are becoming more 
common. 

Energy Electricity in some areas of Abeche.  Not available in most 
villages, except for private initiatives. 

Clothing  The men wear long robes called 'jalabiyas', and occasionally a 
white turban.  Women wear dresses covered by a light coloured 
full body veil (laffay) when they leave the house.  

Transportation:  Donkeys, camels (occasionally), market trucks, horses (ridden 
by men), occasionally horse carts, and on foot. 

 Comment:   The area is open to development, though for community 
development will need motivation for their own engagement. 

 

Society & Culture 

Family Structures  Extended family, patriarchal.  Polygamy widely practiced - up 
to 4 wives are permitted.  In villages 2 wives is more common, 
depending on the husband’s means.   Women and men have 
separate living quarters. The mother has major responsibility to 
bring up the children and determining what tasks they are 
involved in. Traditional families divide into three groups in the 
dry/cold season. The very old stay in the village with children 
of 4-10 years, 16-25's—unmarried men work with animals or 
leave for towns to find work, 25-50's—work with young 
women and children 10-15 years of age in gardens.  

Neighbor Relations  Good.  Haddad (blacksmiths) are not highly regarded.  Won't 
marry Haddad or southern Chadians. 

Authority / Rule  The Maba sultan is the chief sultan for the entire Ouaddai 
Prefecture (inherited position, but the current one was decreed 
by the Chadian president). He is an 'Amir' (Great King). Other 
non-Maba cantons have sultans too, who obviously work in co-
operation with the Maba sultan.  Seven melik (canton chiefs) 
work on behalf of the sultan in the Maba villages (inherited 
position) - collecting taxes, judging cases.  Imams are selected 
for character and ability.  Villages have two imams: one is a 
political role for the Chadian government, the village chief.  
The other is a religious leader, who can be a different person to 
the 'faki' who is a Koran teacher. 

Social Habits/Groupings  Market days are a special occasion.   

Cultural Change Pace  Urban - Rapid; Villages - slow. 

Identification to National Society Near for Northern Chadian society.  
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Self Image  Proud/Prestigious (Looked down on by Arabs, but looked up to 
by minority groups).  

Judicial / Punishment System  Big cases are brought to the attention of the sultan for his 
judgement. Payment of money is the main form of justice - 
families take the responsibility for payment.  Smaller cases go 
to the melik (chef de canton).  Some form of payment settles a 
wrong.  Depending on the offense, the shame or family honour 
are at stake. 
Other cases are brought to the official state justice system.  

Crisis/ Conflicts - History / Status:  In epochs a long time ago, there were conflicts with sultanates 
of Dar Fur and Bagirmi, that are long resolved.  After years of 
resistance, the French conquered the area in 1911.  Though 
there has been a long civil war in Chad, since 1990 things have 
been relatively peaceful nationwide under the government of 
Idriss Déby who has been Chad’s president since then. 
On the local front there are the usual conflicts with Arabs when 
their herds encroach on agricultural land. Recently, the Arabs’ 
influence has grown and discontent among the Maba is 
growing accordingly, armed conflicts have necessitated the 
government’s military invention (2019). 

Celebrations  Muslim feasts (Ramadan, Dahiye or Eid Al-Ahda, 
circumcisions, name giving ceremonies etc.), national holidays.  
Threshing Millet—a few neighbours will get together to thresh 
the millet and make a feast of it with food and dancing. 

Recreations  Dancing, drinking tea, chatting 

Art Forms  Weaving baskets, mats, etc. 

Media  Local language broadcasting: 30 minutes of Maba news each 
day from the Abeche radio station. Chadian National Radio 
broadcasts in Chadian Arabic and French. 

 

Youth 

Labor and tasks (6-12 year olds)  Children help with shepherding animals and domestic work.  

Greatest Needs (teens)  Health and medicines for small children, as well as adults.  

 

Education 

Schools Total who have received education:  Average  6.7%  in 
Ouaddai prefecture (Chadian average 31%). 
Most children go to Koranic schools in the villages. The 
French school system is not liked and traditionally rejected, but 
its necessity is acknowledged. French and Arabic secondary 
schools in Abeche, offer opportunity for bilingual education. 
Language of instructions and textbooks in school system: 

French and Standard Arabic. 
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Religion 

Primary Religion Islam 

Adherents 99.998% 

Practices/Ceremonies Muslim feasts, Ramadan, Dahiye (Eid Al-Ahda), and other 
Muslim practices. Some pre-Islamic beliefs are still part of the 
Maba culture, such as respect for the spirit of a mountain or 
tree, certain songs and dances.  The last human sacrifice during 
the rituals of enthronement of the sultan took place in 1878 
(according to Chappelle:151).  Today animals are sacrificed 
and Islamic rituals observed. 

     Comment The Maba have been Muslim since the seventeenth century.  
Mosques are important places in the Maba communities. 
“Gris Gris” are used a lot, these are charms and amulets, 
believed to ward off evil, sickness and generally protect those 
who wear it. 
The sultanate of the Ouaddai has embodied pre-islamic beliefs, 
though these may appear to be vanishing with Islam.  The rites 
of enthroning the sultan have included a tradition of the sultan 
being recognised by the appearance of a snake, on a sojourn of 
several days on a particular mountain top, and the rites 
performed as well as the appearance of the snake transform this 
ordinary person into what is believed to be a divine person. 
The snake represents the ancient ancestor believed to be an 
immortal being.  
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Status of Christianity 
 
Church Growth 

Reached Status Verified 

Reached Classification  Unreached 

Total Baptized  2 or 3 

Lay Leaders  0 

Churches 0 

Bible Schools  0 

Christian Clinics/Hospitals  0 

Christian Literacy Centers  0 

  

Responsivness 

Attitude to Christianity  Closed 

Attitude to Religious Change  Closed 

Possibly Responsive To Development 

Resistance / Receptivity  Very resistant 

Redemptive analogies/Bridges As appropriate for any Islamic society mixed with their 
traditional religious world view. 

Spiritual Climate and Openness  In towns like Abeche - people are more closed - due to 
Islamic teaching. In the villages people are sometimes more 
open. 

Recommended Approaches  - Living amongst them and being a positive witness for God's 
Kingdom. 
- Community Development.  
- Health work may be an appropriate way to build rapport. 
- Bible translation. 
- Learning Maba and Chadian Arabic would be essential. 

 
Current Needs  Evangelism and church planting team with specific emphasis on 

working with the Maba people. There are also many 
opportunities for medical work. 

  

History of Christianity in Group 

Organization Name WEC and the “Orphanage”, a continental European mission 
that has changed names over time, have been working in 
Abeche but not specifically with the Maba. 

Year Began  late 1980s  

Significant Events  The first Maba believers were converted in the late 80s or 
early 90s through listening to Trans World Radio and contact 
with missionaries. 
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Scripture 

Translation Status  Translation is in progress. 

Available Scripture  None yet. Genesis available soon. 

Form of Scripture Available  Genesis will be a smartphone app and printed as a booklet. 

Other Forms Of Gospel Available:  

Film/Videos  No, not in Maba. The Jesus film is available in Chadian and 
Sudanese Arabic.  

Radio  No, not in Maba. 

  

Christian Literature and Media Status 

Literature Available  

Audio Recordings Available Oral stories which have been produced in an Oral Storying 
workshop cycle, exist on SD cards. Global Recordings 
Network has produced several recordings. 

 
Items For Prayer  

For more workers to be sent out to work specifically with the Maba, possibly joining the two 
existing small teams. 

    For translation of the Bible to continue.  Pray for new local translators and for the enabling 
and protection of the health of those committed to this task (the one Maba translator has died in 
2019 due to sickness). 

    For Maba people to be ready to hear about Jesus as their Saviour and that they would be 
prepared to open up their lives to Him. 

    For the protection of those who are open and wanting to grow in the Lord and see others come 
to know Him too.   

    For the growth of a strong fellowship amongst the Maba, celebrating and growing in their 
faith in Jesus. 
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