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The Maiadomu of Papua New Guinea

ISO Language Code: mzz

Found on the Northeastern shore of Fergusson Island of Papua New Guinea in the 
shadow of Mt. Kilkerran, the largest mountain on the island, the Maiadomu 
language group is rather difficult to access. The nearest airstrips can be reached 
only by boat or an arduous two to three day hike over mountainous terrain. The 
Southeasterly tradewinds which blow from as early as June through late October 
make sea travel to Maiadomu another difficult proposition for a good part of the 
year.   
     While the United Church of Papua New Guinea, the only church in the 
Maiadomu area, has been established in Maiadomu since the mid-1980s, the 
number of members remains small.  Though the Maiadomu people are open to 
Christianity and most even consider themselves to be Christians, traditional 
religion still underlies the beliefs and practices of the church.  Most Maiadomu 
people do not understand the need for salvation.

Disciples (Matt 28.19):
10%

Scripture Status (Matt 28.20):
Portions

Primary Religion:
Christian / traditional

1
Churches:

Population (date):
713 (2000)
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The Maiadomu of Papua New Guinea

Have They Heard The Gospel? Profile Summary
Call Themselves Christian (%) 85 %

   Comment (Call Themselves Christian) Would say they are Christians but Christianity overlays traditional religious practices.

Believe In Jesus As God & Only Savior (%) 10%

   Comment (Jesus As God & Only Savior) less than 10 %

Prophet/Good Man, But Not God's Son (%) 0%

Believe In The Local Traditional Religion (%) 90%

Have Not Heard Who Jesus is (%) 0%

Number Of Pastors 1

Response To The Gospel largely nominal and syncretistic; Since the mid-1980s there has been an established 
church.  However, it is unclear to what extent Christianity has been accepted. It 
appears that Christian beliefs overlay traditional religious practices.  There are 88 
baptized members of the local church.  The Maiadomu desire to know God more, but 
they do not understand the need for salvation.

Number Of Communities 11

   Comment (Number Communities) 11 villages, 25 smaller hamlets which consist of just a few homes

Number Of Churches 1

   Comment (Churches) However, there are 7 smaller chapels scattered throughout the area

Is The Word Of God Translated? No, however, there are portions of Genesis and Mark translated into the Maiadomu 
language.

Any Hinderance To Scripture Distribution? None

Forms Of Gospel Presentation Available (Summary) They receive some Christian radio programs via short wave radio in English. There are 
no radio programs in the vernacular.

Population All Countries Group Description
World Population For This People 713

World Population (Date) 2000

World Population (Urban Percent) 0%

   Comment (World Population) 713 (2000 census).  There is one Maiadomu man who lives in Port Moresby.

Countries Where People Group Lives Group Description
Country Name Papua New Guinea

Geography & Environment Group Description
Location The language is spoken on the Northeast coast of Fergusson Island on Hughes Bay 

beginning at Duduwe Point and stretching westward along the coast to the 
westernmost border at Lomea, east of the Bwargaru River.   Mt. Kilkerran is south, 
southeast.  The language bounds are within a single political ward, the Wadalei ward.

Ecosystem Type Tropical Forest

Geological Type Islands, Volcanic

Elevation Mt. Kilkerran, in the center of the island, is 2,073 meters high.  Most villages are 
located on the coast at sea level.  Two (2) villages are located higher on the slopes of 
Mt. Kilkerran at approximately 1,000 feet.

Longitude 150 44’24 – 150 45’36E

Latitude 09 24’16S – 09 25’57S

Climate From June through early November the seasonal trade winds blow making sea travel 
challenging.

Map Features Villages, mountains, chapels, main church, market and aid post.

Language & Linguistics Group Description
Primary Language Maiadomu

Alternate Language Names None
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Dialects None

Attitude Towards Mother Tongue Very receptive

Percent Monolingual (%) 20%

   Comment (Second Language) Missionaries first went to neighboring Dobu Island and translated the Scriptures there 
approximately 100 years ago. As a result, this language became the official language 
of the church on neighboring Fergusson Island and parts of Normanby and 
Goodenough Islands. Dobu is often used for Scripture readings, hymns and preaching. 
The Iamelele language, where a New Testament was completed in the mid-1980s, is 
also sometimes used for Scripture reading and preaching.

   Comment (On Other Mother Tongues) This group has no other mother tongues.

   Comments (Related Languages) Maiadomu was classified in 1964 by Lithgow and Staalsen as a dialect of the Galeya 
language.  Later, Lithgow and Beaumont classified Maiadomu as a dialect of the 
Iamelele language.

Literacy Group Description
Adult Literacy Percentage 33%

Percent Literate For Men 37.8%

Percent Literate For Women 27%

Literacy Attitude Very receptive

Active Literacy Program No, vernacular pre-schools have been started twice and have closed due to lack of 
funding.

Publications In Vernacular Genesis 1-3, 22:1-19; 28; Mark 4-6

   Comment (Literacy) 32.8 % literacy rate was reported in the 2000 Census.

Economics Group Description
Subsistence Type Agriculturalists

Average Annual Income self-sustaining

Occupation subsistence farmers

Income Sources Formerly, the Maiadomu people’s primary outside source of income was the copra 
industry (dried coconut). Many villagers were involved in producing copra and 
transporting it to Alotau for sale until the bottom fell out of the copra market in 2001. 
When prices dropped severely making it impossible to generate a profit, most turned to 
other ventures. Presently, the largest source of income for the Maiadomu people is the 
sale of betelnut to Trobriand Islanders most of whom travel to Maiadomu from 
Kiriwina by sailing canoe or dinghy to buy or trade for the nuts.
     Others have turned to the “beche-de-mer” market, diving for and drying sea 
cucumbers for sale in the Provincial Capital, Alotau.
Aside from these more profitable ventures, most of the women in Maiadomu are 
involved in selling their garden produce, including betelnut, in the market which is 
open each Saturday morning.



Item Name Item Note

The Maiadomu of Papua New Guinea

Products / Crafts As evidenced by material possessions, the Maiadomu culture is still quite strong. 
Though Western items such as metal saucepans, cooking utensils, lanterns and knives 
have crept into the culture, traditional items such as clay pots, which are acquired 
through trading partnerships with Trobriand Islanders, are still used for cooking food, 
and woven baskets are used to carry food from gardens on the mountain slopes. Large 
wooden spoons continue to be carved for stirring yams which are cooked in the clay 
pots for traditional feasts. Women weave mats for their houses and patterned baskets, 
which they dye with plant dyes for carrying their personal goods. They also make 
grass skirts which the older women wear as a matter of course and which the younger 
women wear for special occasions. Some men also continue to wear the palm-leaf g-
strings, though most now wear shorts and trousers. Intricately carved lime sticks can 
be seen, as well as the mortar and pestles carved by the older people for crushing their 
betelnut. Men weave fishing nets—though they often use store-bought string—for 
catching small bait fish. They reportedly make similar nets to catch flying foxes. 
     The men also continue to carve outrigger canoes and some have started a business 
making canoes for neighboring language groups. Canoes range in size from small one-
man vessels made for a single fisherman, to large ocean-going, sailing canoes that can 
seat up to twenty men. Even these larger vessels are most often tied with “bush 
rope”—though nails are sometimes used when available—sealed with a type of glue 
made from boiling the roots of a particular tree and painted with paints made from 
plants and roots. Now, however, the sails are most often made from tarps, plastic or 
flour bags which have been sewn together. The sailing canoes all have intricately 
carved prows usually with birds’ heads, which are the symbol of Maiadomu clans, and 
ornately carved splashboards painted with lime and ash.

Trade Partners Nearby groups:  Amphlett Islanders, Trobriand Islanders, Galeya and Boselewa

Modernization / Utilities None

Community Development Group Description
Health Care  (Quality) Fair

   Comment (Health Care) There is an aid post in Mekuya which is funded by the United Church. In 2002, the 
church expanded the aid post facility to include a small ward which holds 3 beds and a 
room with a maternity bed. The aid post is usually well-stocked with antibiotics and 
treatment for malaria.  There is also a health center at Basima which is about 30 
minutes travel by dinghy and which is staffed by a trained nurse. There are health 
facilities at the nearby government stations of Bolubolu, Salamo and Esa’ala, all of 
which are several hours travel from Maiadomu by dinghy. There is a hospital in the 
Provincial capital of Alotau which is 14 hours travel on a local boat or 6 hours by 
dinghy if either is available.

Diet  (Quality) Fair

   Comment (Diet) Their diet is high in starchy foods such as sweet potatoes, yams, pumpkin and taro. 
Greens gathered from gardens or from the rainforest also supplement meals. However, 
protein is rarely served which is a contributing factor in some health and skin 
conditions. Though pigs and chickens are raised, they are usually reserved for special 
feasts. Fish is the only consistent protein source, but is dependent on the success of 
fishing ventures.

Water  (Quality) Fair

   Comment (Water) A single water pipe carries water from the river to the center of one village. However, 
water is not purified and can carry disease. The people have applied for funding for a 
water project through the United Church in the hopes of adding a water tank to the 
local church building which already has a tin roof.

Shelter Description Homes continue to be made from bush materials. When building a house, the 
Maiadomu people refer to “tying” a new house because houses are lashed together 
using “bush rope”—dried vines—when nails are not available. Floors are made from 
split palm bark, walls are made from large spines of palm leaves which are woven 
together, and roofs are “thatch” made by sewing dried palm leaves together. Most 
houses have only two rooms and house a single family. Maiadomu is a matrilocal 
society, however, meaning that husbands generally move to live with their wife’s 
family. So, families often build their houses together in the same area or village.

Energy/Fuel (Quality) none

Clothing Second-hand western style clothing is available and worn by both men and women. 
Some older women wear grass skirts and some men wear the palm-leaf g-strings 
typical of the area.

Transportation Walking, canoes; The community does own a dinghy which is used by the local 
government leader and the aid post orderly for transporting patients to nearby health 
facilities. The dinghy is not generally available to local people for transport.
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Life Expectancy 45

Leading Cause Of Death malaria

Society & Culture Group Description
Family Structures matrilineal

Neighbor Relations Fairly good working relationship with neighbors in the people group. Large projects 
such as finishing a new house or building a new canoe are done in cooperation with 
neighbors as a community activity.

Authority / Rule Clan leaders are still held in high regard and the people look to them for leadership in 
conjunction with elected government leaders.

Social Habits/Groupings There are five clans in Maiadomu.

Cultural Change Pace slow

Identification With National Culture similar

Self Image Neutral

Judicial / Punishment System Offenses are brought before the Ward Magistrate who levies fines against offenders.

Celebrations National Independence is celebrated annually on September 16th with feasting, 
bamboo band competitions, and foot races. Mortuary feasts are common. A traditional 
feast called a “bandoie” is held to celebrate the launch of a newly built canoe. Those 
who have built the canoe paddle it from village to village collecting gifts of food and 
blowing a conch shell to alert villagers of their arrival. These gifts of food are cooked 
for a feast which is held that evening for all who have participated.

Recreations People chew betel nut with their friends to relax throughout the day. They also play 
soccer and volleyball on Saturdays as a community if they have a good ball and pump 
at the time.

Art Forms Maiadomu men still carve intricate splash boards for outrigger canoes as well as kundu 
and garamut drums. Women weave mats and baskets using local plants for dyes. They 
also make grass skirts.

Media None

Local Language Broadcasting None

Attitude To Outsiders Somewhat receptive

Attitude To Change Somewhat receptive

Youth Group Description
Youth Problems (Teens) The greatest problem for families is earning the money to pay school fees for their 

children. There are few opportunities for them to earn cash, so school is not a 
possibility for most children. Those who attend school usually do not go beyond grade 
6. It is also problematic for them to send their children away to school in these other 
areas.

Youth Greatest Needs (teens) A school is needed in the Maiadomu area to serve these children.

Education Group Description
Primary Schools 0

   Comment (Primary Schools) Currently there are no schools in the Maiadomu language area, though the provincial 
government had plans to start an elementary program in Maiadomu in 2003, however 
this did not happen. At present, Maiadomu children travel to schools in neighboring 
language areas including schools in Bosalewa, Nubogeta, Basima and Gwabegwabe.

   Comment (Primary School Enrollment) 36 in primary and secondary together

Percent Of Eligible Students Enrolled 10%

   Comment (Language Of Instruction) Bosalewa in Bosalewa school, unknown in Basima, Nubogeta and Gwabegwabe 
schools.

   Comment (Language Of Textbook) unknown

Church Growth Status of Christianity
Reached Status Reached

Total Baptized 88

   Comment (Total Baptized) 88 baptized members of the church
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Lay Leaders 5

Bible Schools 1

   Comment (Bible Schools) There is a lay pastor’s training course at the United Church Circuit Headquarters in 
Maiadomu. This is a 2 year course which trains lay leaders to serve local churches.

Christian Clinics/Hospitals The aid post in Maiadomu is supported by the United Church.

Christian Literacy Centers 0

Religion & Response Status of Christianity
Religious Practices & Ceremonies Traditionally sorcery has been performed in this area to ensure good yam harvests, to 

acquire wives and to harm enemies.
Attitude To Christianity Very receptive

Attitude To Religious Change Somewhat resistant

   Comment (Attitude Religious Change) Although the Maiadomu are very receptive of Christianity, they are loyal to their own 
denomination.

Resistance / Receptivity receptive; very supportive of the Bible being translated into their language

Religious Analogies & Bridges Traditional name for God, Kunamatabikwa, which means that just as a taro plant’s 
leaves are open to the sky, God’s eyes are upon you (i.e. God can see what you are 
doing).

Items For Prayer Pray that the Maiadomu people will have a true understanding of the Gospel message.

History Of Christianity In Group Status of Christianity
Year Began 1932

By Whom Methodist missionaries from Tonga

   Comments (History of Christianity) 1968, formed the United Church of Papua New Guinea
1983, the first local church leaders were trained

Scripture Status of Christianity
Translation Status In Progress

Form Of Scripture Available Printed

   Comment (Form of Scripture Available) One Scripture portion in booklet format.

Scripture Published When Published in October 2002

Scripture Use individuals and churches

Other Forms Of Gospel Available: Literature Yes; (only one small portion)

Other Forms Of Gospel Available: Recordings No

Other Forms Of Gospel Available: Film/Videos No

Other Forms Of Gospel Available: Radio Yes

Missions and Churches Status of Christianity
Organization Name United Church of Papua New Guinea

Main Ministry Church Planting

Main Ministry Medical

Main Ministry Evangelism

   Comment (Main Ministry) Involved in evangelism, church planting and meeting the medical needs of 
the community.

Year Started 1980s

Number Of Adherents 88

Number Of Congregations 1

   Comment (Number Of Congregations) 1 main church, 7 chapels

Number Of Expatriate Workers 0

Number Of Workers Using Local Language 1


