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The Anaguta of Nigeria 

The Ananguta are located in Jos-North Local Government Area of 

Plateau State. The Anaguta reported that they came from the hillside 

of a place called Gutu, in Song Local Government area of Adamawa 

State. Their language is Iguta. A high number of them speak Hausa 

and English very well. The estimated population of the people is 

about 12,000. Their closest neighbouring communities are the 

Berom, Buji, Iregwe, Kuce and Izere. 

The traditional title of their paramount chief is called ‘Ujah’. 

They celebrate two traditional festivals called Usundaka and 

Tukunku. At the festivals, men put on traditional wears made of 

animal skins, holding bows arrows as they display their 

masquerade. They tie leaves around their waist as garments, and 

display their dances. The celebration is marked with local dishes of 

Tuwo, gwate, doya, gurjiya-da-ridi, kunun-doro, and giya.  

The people are primarily farmers and artisans. They cultivate 

maize, rice, cocoyam, beans, cucumber, tomato, potato and guinea 

corn. Some of their young men are skillful hunters; others engage in 

trading and transport business. 

The Ananguta are approximately 70% Christians, 20% Muslim 

and10% are Africa Traditional Religionist (ATR). They use the 

Hausa and English translations of the Bible.  

Primary Religion: 

 Christianity 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Disciples (Matt 28:19): 

 40% 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Churches: 

 Many 
 _____________________________________________________________ 

Scripture Status (Matt 28:20): 

 None 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Population (date): 

 12,000 (2019) 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

 



The Anaguta of Nigeria__________________________________________________ 

 

 

Have They Heard The Gospel? 
 

 

Hindrances to Scripture Use There are Scriptures in Hausa and English, and the people use 

them in all churches and in their homes. There is no Scripture 

in the mother-tongue and many of the speakers are not literate.  

Response to the Gospel Church growth is stable but largely nominal. Some of the 

people are converting to Islam  

 

Bilingualism The Anaguta are a multilingual group. They speak Iguta, 

Hausa and English. The children and youth speak Hausa very 

well. The younger generation and the middle-aged have better 

proficiency in English than the other age groups. Teachers 

mostly use English, and some Hausa in classrooms. The 

people are largely mixed with other groups. Many of the 

people’s communities are shifting to speaking Hausa more 

than their heritage language, and mixing their language with 

Hausa. For most people the Bible in Hausa is understood quite 

well..  

Are Cross-Cultural  

Missionaries Needed? There is a need for literacy and education activities among the 

Anaguta. They are largely farmers, so they will appreciate an 

agricultural ministry in their community.  

 

Number of Christian Congregations  There are about nine different Christian denominations 

serving among the Ananguta: Catholic Church, COCIN 

(Church of Christ in Nations), ECWA (Evangelic Church 

Winning All), Baptist, Anglican, Deeper Life Church, Living 

Faith Church, Redeem Christian Church, Christ Apostolic 

Church. The churches are not yet unified with a request for 

translation of the Scripture, although the people feel they need 

the Bible in their own language.  

 

Churches using primarily vernacular None 

 

Language of Wider Communication Hausa [hau]  

 


