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The Kapin of Papua New Guinea

ISO Language Code: tbx

The Kapin people live in Morobe Province of Papua New Guinea, along the 
Middle Watut River. The people are subsistence farmers living in a valley at about 
2200 feet elevation. Primary crops include yam, taro, pumpkin and various fruits. 
Sources of income include coffee and gold. 

     The Lutherans first came to work in the area in the 1930s. Most Kapin 
speakers are involved in the Lutheran church, and a few are aligned with the 
Association of Local Churches (ALC).

     The people are proud of their community, value their language and have a 
fairly high level of education. Although Tok Pisin is the first language for some 
segments of the population, the vernacular is valued and is in use in the villages, 
especially by the older generations. 

     Translation work began just outside the Kapin language area in the mid-
1980s for a few months, but had to leave for health reasons. In 2002, a Kapin man 
attended a Translator Training Course and began translation. In 2004, three other 
men joined him in the translation work, attended a second training course, and 
translated portions of Genesis and Exodus.

Disciples (Matt 28.19):

Scripture Status (Matt 28.20):
Work in progress

Primary Religion:
Christian

7
Churches:

Population (date):
2,351 (1983)



Item Name Item Note

The Kapin of Papua New Guinea

Have They Heard The Gospel? Profile Summary
Call Themselves Christian (%) 100%

   Comment (Jesus As God & Only Savior) It is reported that 'some' of this people group have Jesus as God and only Savior.

Believe In The Local Traditional Religion (%) 0%

Have Not Heard Who Jesus is (%) 0%

Number Of Pastors 2

Number Of Missionaries Working 0

Response To The Gospel In 1937 when the Lutheran missionaries first came, they all became Christians and 
burned anything having to do with traditional religion. It is reported the ones who 
knew about the traditional religion have all died.

Number Of Communities There are 6 communities, plus settlements in Lae, Wau and Port Moresby.

Number Of Churches 7

Is The Word Of God Translated? A Kapin man began translation in 2002 during a national translators’ workshop through a

translation agency. Three men have joined him and attended a second training course. They 
have finished Genesis 22, and are working on other selections in Genesis and Exodus.

Translation Medium Printed

Any Hinderance To Scripture Distribution? The literacy rate is at 71% as per the 2000 Census.

What Kind Of Missionaries Are Needed? The translation project is being funded by the Seed Company. They have no other 
outside assistance. A part time consultant to help Kapin translators would be helpful.

Population All Countries Group Description
World Population For This People 2,351

World Population (Date) 2,351 (1983 Census)

World Population (Urban Percent) > 50% (Maybe half or more of the people.  Most of the young men from Kapin 1 
worked for New Guinea Gold Fields (NGG) near Wau.  One man from that village 
said far more people lived in the settlement blocks than remained at home.)

   Comment (World Population) As per the 2000 Census, there were 1,817 population of this people group in the Kapin 
area.

Countries Where People Group Lives Group Description
Country Name Papua New Guinea

Geography & Environment Group Description
Location Morobe Province of Papua New Guinea, along the Middle Watut River.

Ecosystem Type Tropical Forest

Geological Type Mountain, Valley

Elevation 1,600 to 3,500 feet

Climate Ideal climate with daytime temperatures averaging 80 F and in the low 60s F at night.  
Rainfall of 170-180 inches is spread fairly evenly throughout the year.

   Comments (Geography & Environment) The ecosystem is also reported to be gallery forest.

Language & Linguistics Group Description
   Comment (Language) Kapin is spoken with other Kapin speakers.  There seems to be a split between the 

desire for children to know their mother tongue and their need to know Tok Pisin.  In 
Sambio and Taiak villages, adults don’t make much effort to teach Kapin to their 
children, although they complain that children don’t speak it correctly.  Further into 
the valley vernacular use seems quite strong by both adults and children. Kapin 
translators reported that most children do not speak Kapin. They can understand it, but 
will always respond in Tok Pisin. The older generations use mostly Kapin in the 
village. They also reported that the younger generations are unhappy with their parents 
for not speaking Kapin to them and are interested in learning it.

Percent Monolingual (%) 50% (Women over 40)

   Comment (Second Language) Tok Pisin spoken by all under age 40 and by men and half the women over 40.

   Comments (Related Languages) May be part of the Mumeng language chain.
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   Comments (Neighbor Languages) Zenang, Dambi and Guroko are neighboring languages Kapin men would know. 
Yabem is formerly used in church.

Literacy Group Description
Adult Literacy Percentage 71%

   Comment (Attitude to literacy) (Per 2000 Census)

Literacy Attitude Very receptive

Active Literacy Program Yes

   Comment (Active Literacy Program) 4 Kapin men have begun translation.

Publications In Vernacular Genesis 22 (trial copy)

Economics Group Description
Subsistence Type Agriculturalists

   Comment (Subsistence Type) The people are also reported to be swidden agriculturalists.

Income Sources Coffee and gold.

Community Development Group Description
   Comment (Health Care) There is one aid post in Taiak main village.  A local doctor, trained in Lae, cares for 

minor health problems.
Diet  (Quality) Good

   Comment (Diet) Lots of fruits and vegetables from gardens, chickens and pigs raised in each village, 
probably not a frequent part of diet.  Kapin 2 reported hunting wild pigs, wallabies, 
cassowaries, and bush rats.

Water  (Quality) Very good

Shelter Description The villages with direct access to the road have houses with tin roofs and board walls 
as well as houses made of bush materials.  In Sambio, which has 37 houses, some were 
made entirely of tin.  In Kapin 2 and Galawo all the houses were made of bush 
materials, probably because both villages are without direct access to the road.

Transportation Most of the Kapin area is accessible by a logging type road, which generally follows 
the course of the Watut River. (When the 1990 survey team visited during dry season 
they found the road quite serviceable. They thought portions of the road might not be 
passable during wet season.) A 4-wheel drive PMV makes daily trips as far as the 
lower part of Kapin 2.

Society & Culture Group Description
Social Habits/Groupings All Kapin men use money for a dowry.  The bride price varies from village to village. 

Kapin 2 and Galawo have a low price of 200-300 Kina and in Kapin 1 the price ranges 
from 500-1000 Kina.

Judicial / Punishment System The church helps with family concerns and solving problems.  The village court settles 
village disputes.

Celebrations All villages have singsings (traditional dances). The men make their own malos (a 
traditional bark cloth worn around the waist), and the women buy their grass skirts 
from the Markham people at Gabensis or Wampet.  The men make head decorations 
with muruk (cassowary) feathers and wrap strong smelling leaves around their arms.  
It is not clear whether the initiation rites for maturing girls and boys are still practiced.  
Traditionally a big feast was prepared for the boys but not for the girls.

Art Forms Men, including younger boys, from all five villages know how to make the traditional 
bows, arrows and spears as well as mats and kundus, the traditional drums for 
singsings.  All the women know how to make string and provide colors from bush 
materials for their string bags.  Many of them now prefer plastic string from the stores.

Education Group Description
Primary Schools 1

   Comment (Primary Schools) There were community schools in Sambio and Galawo, but Galawo has closed down 
and the translators reported that the teachers at Sambio often go to Lae and don’t come 
back for classes.

Primary School Enrollment 124 in Sambio; 100 in Galawo

   Comment (Primary School Enrollment) The primary school enrollment total is per 1990 survey.
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Secondary School Enrollment Not sure

Language Of Instruction Early Years English

   Comment (Language Of Instruction) English primarily, but Tok Pisin is used for difficult explanations at community 
schools. The Sambio headmaster was interested in introducing the vernacular in their 
school. The translators (2004) reported that they are hoping to get some help from a 
translation agency in starting vernacular schools.

   Comment (Education) For secondary school, many of the young people attend schools out of their local area 
like in Mumeng. There are eight high schools, two colleges, one technical school, and 
the Lutheran Seminary, which are listed in the 1990 survey. It is reported that the 
teacher to pupil ratio is 1 to 31 in Sambio, and 1 to 33 in Galawo.

Church Growth Status of Christianity
Reached Classification Evangelized

   Comment (Total Baptized) Almost everyone was baptized as infants.

Bible Schools 0

Christian Clinics/Hospitals 0

   Comment (Christian Clinics/Hospitals) Must travel to Lae.

Christian Literacy Centers 0

   Comment (Church Growth) The Kapin people are loyal to their Lutheran heritage and are very resistant to other 
churches or missions. There is 1 pastor from a neighboring language group, and there 
are ‘many’ lay leaders. It was reported in the 1990 survey that they were resistant to 
other denominations besides Lutheran. There is a core of committed believers.

Religion & Response Status of Christianity
Attitude To Christianity Very receptive

Attitude To Religious Change Somewhat resistant

   Comment (Attitude Religious Change) Reported in 1990 survey that they were resistant to other denominations besides 
Lutheran.

Items For Prayer  1.Please pray that the team of translators and the various translation committees in 
the villages and settlements will be able to work together well, and pray for a part time 
consultant to help Kapin translators.

 2.Also pray for financial support, as they need to pay for paper, pens, books, travel, 
etc.

 3.Please prathat as they study God’s Word and attend training courses they’ll be able 
to understand translation principles and key terms, to think clearly, and understand 
English.

History Of Christianity In Group Status of Christianity
Year Began 1937

By Whom Lutheran

   Comments (History of Christianity) Christianity was started by Yabem evangelists (a neighboring language group) with 
the Lutheran Church.

Scripture Status of Christianity
Translation Status Portions

Available Scripture Portions

Form Of Scripture Available Printed

   Comment (Form of Scripture Available) Printed trial copy (Genesis 22).

Other Forms Of Gospel Available: Literature No

Other Forms Of Gospel Available: Recordings No

Other Forms Of Gospel Available: Film/Videos No

Other Forms Of Gospel Available: Radio No

Missions and Churches Status of Christianity
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Organization Name Evangelical Lutheran Church

Main Ministry Evangelism

Year Started 1937

   Comment (Number Of Adherents) It is reported that 'almost' everyone is an adherent.

Number Of Workers Using Local Language No specific number was given, but it is reported that most Kapin speakers 
are involved in the Lutheran church.

Organization Name >     UNLISTED Organization #1

UNLISTED Organization Name The reported organization is 'Association of Local Churches', which does 
not seem to be listed on the drop down options list.

Year Started 1999

Number Of Adherents 15


