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The Piapung of Nigeria 

The Piapung people are located in Mikang Local Government Area 

(L.G.A) of Plateau state, in Nigeria. They say their ancestors migrated 

from Tehl, Tal, Chip (Miship), Koenoem, and Jukun groups, and settled in 

Piapung. They are estimated to be about 16,500. 

The Piapung live in 39 villages. They are blessed with many rivers, 

but that means it is difficult to travel through the communities, 

particularly during rainy season. The absence of bridges across the rivers 

makes the condition more disturbing.   

The title of their traditional chief is called ‘Long Mapai’. One of 

their major cultural festival is known as ‘dek’ (Piapung Day). On the eve 

of the festival, men are expected to go for hunting in preparation for the 

celebration. People dance and masquerades in their traditional attire are 

displayed.  

The people also display their local dishes (gwai nami). They also 

invite their neighbouring communities whom they recognize as their 

relations. This celebration is also used to raise funds for the community. 

They are subsistence farmers. They grow millet, guinea corn, corn 

and maize. They also hunt and trade 

Christianity is the dominant religion among the Piapung (65% 

adherents). The next is Africa traditional religion (25%). Islam has a lesser 

number of followers (10%).   

About 75% of the children within school age attend school, though 

few come from different language groups.  

Primary Religion: 

 Christianity 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Disciples (Matt 28:19): 

 More than 10% 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Churches: 

 many 
 _____________________________________________________________ 

Scripture Status (Matt 28:20): 

 None 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Population (date): 

 16,500 (2019) 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

 



The Piapung of Nigeria___________________________________________________ 

 

 

Have They Heard The Gospel? 
 

 

Hindrances to Scripture Use Presently no scripture is available in the mother tongue. The 

Hausa translation is preferable to English translation because 

of a wider understanding of the language. The congregations 

are made up of people from mixed languages.  

Response to the Gospel Christianity is dominant among them and the church is 

experiencing a stable growth, except for some youth who 

seem indifferent to the gospel.  

Bilingualism In addition to their mother tongue, the people speak Hausa, a 

widely spoken language in the area. Almost all age groups 

are also proficient in Koenoem. Their young people speak 

English fluently, and many middle-aged and elderly people 

speak Goemai, and Tal. English is the language of instruction 

in schools and wider communication in the area.  

Cross-Cultural Missionary Need  Literacy and education, pastoral training, and health would be 

helpful ministries in the communities. .  

Number of Christian Congregations  They are 5 denominations serving among them, namely: 

Roman Catholic, Assemblies of God, Evangelical Church 

Winning All (ECWA), Church of Christ in Nation (COCIN) 

and Baptist churches are working among them. The people 

are unanimous in their need for translation, although the 

churches in the area have not met together to take the desire 

further.  

Churches using primarily vernacular None 

Language of Wider Communication Hausa [hau]  

 


