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The Ronji of Papua New Guinea 

Beautiful, tropical beaches with the Finisterre Mountains rising in the 

background, coconut trees providing a seemingly endless supply of fresh 

coconut juice, ocean waters where tuna and other fish are free for the 

taking — this is the home of many Papua New Guinea peoples on the 

northern coast of the country, including the Ronji language group. It’s an 

ideal home in many ways, though you won’t have use of your cell phone 

or anything electric. 

If you hop on a small motor boat, you can get to a nearby town in a 

short time. Need to bathe or get a drink? No problem. Fresh water 

streams are available for all your water needs. Just make sure you boil 

the water if you don't yet have a "strong" PNG stomach. And for people 

who get around primarily on foot, the flat coastal area and well-worn 

paths make for easy walking through tall grass or dense bush. Gardens 

provide most of the food people eat and the Ronji spend much time 

planting yams and taro, weeding, and cutting grass or clearing trees for a 

new garden. 

"Singsings' are times when people sing, dance, and decorate 

themselves with traditional clothing and natural materials. Though 

'singsings' are common throughout Papua New Guinea, the Ronji have 

their own unique way of doing them that has been passed down through 

the generations. 

There are many Ronji Christians, but as of now there is no Bible in 

the Ronji language. There is a Bible translation project in process in a 

language related to Ronji, but the people need their own translation for 

them to best understand the Scriptures. They have been interested and 

even eager to be involved in translating the Scripture into their language. 

Pray that God will bring together the right people and resources to tap 

into this eagerness and bring God’s Word into the Ronji language. 

Primary Religion: 

 Christianity 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Disciples (Matt 28:19): 

 100% 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Churches: 

 8 
 _____________________________________________________________ 

Scripture Status (Matt 28:20): 

 No 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

Population (date): 

 640 (2000) 
 ____________________________________________________________ 

 



The Ronji of Papua New Guinea______________________________________ 
 

Have They Heard The Gospel? 

 

 
Call Themselves Christian   100%        

 Comment    There are only Christian churches in the area. As far as is  

      known, no other organized religion exists in the area.  

Believe In Jesus As God           

 And Only Savior    50%        

 Comment    There are no numbers even for the number of people who  

      attend the churches on a regular basis. However this group  

      appears to be well evangelized, judging from the number of 

      churches.  

Believe Jesus is a Prophet, Good          

 Man But Not the Only Savior  0%        

 Comment    This kind of belief is not common in Papua New Guinea.  

Believe In The Local Traditional          

 Religion    70%        

 Comment    Often even those professing Christ as savior seem to yet hold 

      to some form of traditional beliefs, especially regarding  

      spirits causing sickness.  

Number of Pastors   8        

 Comment    Based on the number of leaders in three denominations  

      Lutheran, New Apostolic, and Catholic The pastors of the  

      churches do come from other language groups, but there are 

      no other groups working as missionaries. 

Have Not Heard Who Jesus is   0% 

Attitude to Christianity   Very receptive      

 Comment    Churches have been established since 1984 in each village or 

      hamlet, and they desire a translation project.  

Attitude to Religious Change  Somewhat receptive      

 Comment    Again, traditional animistic beliefs can hold sway even with a 

      Christian presence.  

Number Of Pastors    4 

Response To The Gospel    Interested and eager for a Bible translation project 

Number Communities   8 

Number Of Churches    8  

History of Christianity          

 Year Started    1984        

 By Whom    The Lutheran denomination was the first in the language  

      group. Now both Catholic and New Apostolic denominations 

      exist as well. 



The Ronji of Papua New Guinea______________________________________ 
 
 
 Significant Events   The Lutheran denomination was the first in the language  

      group. Now both Catholic and New Apostolic denominations 

      exist as well.  

Is The Word Of God Translated?  There is a project in a related language, but they need their  

      own translation or adaptation. The first chapter of Mark has 

      been trialed in an adaptation by the translator in the adjacent 

      language.  

Forms Of Gospel Presentation         

 Available    The Bible is available in Tok Pisin (the language of wider  

      communication) and in English.  

Hindrances to Scripture Distribution No 

Are Cross-Cultural Missionaries          

 Needed?    Yes. Someone to translate Scripture, and/or train Ronji  

      speakers to do translation. Literacy workers would also be  

      helpful once a Ronji orthography was established.  
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Group Description 

 

 
Geography & Environment   Tropical climate, coastal area, near equator. 

Literacy                    
Adult Literacy Attitude   Very receptive       

 Comment    Tried schools using a related language, but this failed.  

Active Literacy Program   No 

Economics                    
Subsistence Type     Hunters and gathers      

 Comment    They fish, and live mostly off the gardens they grow and the 

      pigs they raise. 

Income sources    Cocoa, copra, betel nut  

Community Development                    
Health Care     Fair       

 Comment    There are aid posts close by with basic medical supplies, and 

      they can get to hospitals fairly quickly by boat. 

Water     Fair        

 Comment    Water comes from a fresh-water stream but is not necessarily 

      clean or safe water.  

Shelter Description   Bamboo houses with woven palm roofs  

Clothing     Most people wear second hand western-style. Women wear a 

      large piece of cloth tied around their waist for a skirt.  

Transportation    Walking, public motor vehicle, or boat. 

Infant Mortality Rate   7% 

Life Expectancy    62 


