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The Bace people of Nigeria 

Missionaries brought Christianity to the Bace (pronounced Bache) 

people of Nigeria nearly 100 years ago, and now the majority 

identify themselves as Christians. However, they still do not have 

God’s Word in Kuce, (Kuche) their heart language, and many 

believers still live in fear of spirits.  

A desire for literacy and education has created great interest, not 

only among the churches, but also among the people at large. 

Church and community leaders alike are anxious to see the first 

phase of a New Testament translation — Luke, Acts and James — 

completed, with the hope that it will ultimately lead to a complete 

Kuce New Testament. 

The Kuce speaking people of Nigeria live on rugged land in the 

Plateau State. The people are primarily subsistence farmers, 

although when they need cash, they may spend two to three weeks 

at a time working in the nearby tin mines.  

The Bace are a friendly people who coexist peacefully with the 

many other culture groups that surround them. The people live in 

villages, each of which is headed by a chief. The people believe the 

chief is responsible for their prosperity, and if it fails he is replaced. 

Although they believe in a Supreme Being, they consider Him 

unreachable. Those who do not identify themselves as Christians 

practice traditional religion, idol worship and fetishism. 
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Have They Heard The Gospel? 

 
History of Christianity Missionaries brought Christianity to the Bache people nearly 

100 years ago, and now the majority identify themselves as 

Christians.  

 

Religious Practices and Ceremonies Many believers still live in fear of spirits. Those who do not 

identify themselves as Christians practice traditional religion, 

idol worship and fetishism. 

 

Is the Word of God Translated? No. Almost 70 years ago, missionaries translated Romans and 

the Gospels of John and Mark. These translations are no longer 

available. 
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Group Description 

 

Population all countries 

World Population  100,000 

World Population (Date) 2003 

 

Geography & Environment  

Location Plateau State, Nigeria, West Africa 

 

Alternate Language Names  Bace, Bache, Che, Inchazi, Rukuba, Sale 

 

Neighboring Languages   Janji, Atsam, Irgwe, Iguta, Cara 

Literacy 

Adult Literacy Percentage Since literature in Kuce is nonexistent, literacy is in 

languages taught at school. But for Nigeria in general, 

school attendance rate for secondary education is only 29% 

(32% for males, 27% for females). 61% of the population is 

estimated to be literate, about 15% higher for men than for 

women  

 

Active Literacy Program The education system in Nigeria is free and consists of six 

years of primary school, three years of junior secondary 

school, three years of senior secondary school, and four 

years of university education leading to a bachelor's degree. 

 

Economics 

Subsistence Type Agriculture 

Occupation Farming across Nigeria: beans, sesame, cashew nuts, 

cassava, cocoa beans, peanuts, gum Arabic, kolanut, maize, 

melon, millet, palm kernels, palm oil, plantains, rice, rubber, 

sorghum, soybeans and yams. 
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Community Development 

Health Care (Quality)  Poor 

Comment  The Nigerian health care system is continuously faced with 

a shortage of doctors because of emigration by skilled 

Nigerian doctors to North America and Europe.  

According to 2009 estimates, HIV prevalence in Nigeria 

is about 3.6% of the adult population. However, Nigeria has 

the second highest number of new HIV infections in the 

world and lacks the necessary HIV-related investments to 

combat the disease. Despite these short comings, in 2014 

Nigeria was the first west African country to effectively 

contain and eliminate the Ebola threat   

 

Society & Culture 

Neighbor Relations  The Bace are a friendly people who coexist peacefully with 

the many other culture groups that surround them. 

Authority / Rule They live in villages, each of which is headed by a chief. 

 

Judicial / Punishment System Three systems of law exist, including “common law” from 

Nigeria’s British colonial past; “customary law” derived 

from indigenous traditional norms and practices; and “shiria” 

law used only in the northern Muslim areas of Nigeria. 

 

Recreations   Nigeria was the second top-ranked football  (soccer) nation 

in Africa and the 21st highest in the world. Nigeria is also 

involved in other sports such as basketball, cricket and track 

and field. Boxing is also an important sport in Nigeria.. 

 

Education--Group Description  Nigeria provides free, government-supported education, but 

attendance is not compulsory at any level, and certain 

groups, such as nomads and the handicapped, are under-

served. The education system consists of six years of 

primary school, three years of junior secondary school, three 

years of senior secondary school, and four years of 

university education leading to a bachelor's degree.  
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Status of Christianity 

 
Religion and Response  50% of Nigeria's population adheres to Islam (mainly 

Sunni). Christianity is practiced by 48% of the population 

(74% Protestant, 25% Catholic, 1% other Christian). 

Adherents of Animism and other religions collectively 

represent 1.4% of the population.  

Translation status Almost 70 years ago, missionaries translated Romans and the 

Gospels of John and Mark into Kuce; however, these 

translations are no longer in use or available. This leaves the 

Bace people without Scripture in their heart language. 

Believers want to be able to read the Bible in their mother 

tongue and to hear it read in their churches, just as they see 

their neighbors, the Irigwe people, doing. 

Plans for translation of the Kuce language includes the 

JESUS film and online video Scriptures, using available Bible 

story pictures. Audio Scriptures will be made available 

through listening devices such as Megavoice, as well as on 

CDs and cellphones. 

The next phase will then be to complete a Kuce New 

Testament. 

 

Attitude toward Christianity The Bace people believe in a Supreme Being but consider 

Him unreachable. Many Christians still live in fear of the 

spirits and share a deep longing to be set free from those fears. 

Kuce speakers want everyone to have the opportunity to 

learn to read and to pursue an education. Strong community 

interest and involvement undergird this translation project. 

Traditional religion and cultural practices often involve 

drunkenness and immoral acts. Church leaders believe that the 

Word of God in Kuce will lead to transformed lives and a 

transformation of the culture into a God-fearing society. 


