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The Yekora of Papua New Guinea

ISO Language Code: ykr

The Yekora live in the Morobe Province of Papua New Guinea, south along the 
coast from Morobe Station and inland along the Mo River. They have responded 
well to the church in their area and it has become a very important aspect of their 
lives. The Yekora language is strong in the area, although it is less prestigious 
than the two larger neighboring languages, Zia and Suena, which most Yekora 
people have learned for trade purposes. Yekora is used in church services, but 
they use the English or Tok Pisin Bible as they lack vernacular Scriptures. Zia and 
Suena, which are related to Yekora, have completed vernacular New Testaments, 
and it was proposed that a Yekora translation be made based on one of those.

Disciples (Matt 28.19):

Scripture Status (Matt 28.20):
No vernacular Scriptures

Primary Religion:
Christian

Churches:

Population (date):
1,000 (1995)



Item Name Item Note

The Yekora of Papua New Guinea

Have They Heard The Gospel? Profile Summary
Number Of Missionaries Working 1

   Comment (Number Of Missionaries) The pastor of the Yekora church is from a neighboring language group, Zia; there are 
no expatriate missionaries;

Response To The Gospel The Yekora are very involved in the church and church related activities. In 1992 they 
had a large revival, and the villages have sponsored youth camps on a yearly basis (a 
different village sponsors the camp each year). They have given up traditional 
initiation rites for baptisms. Magic is not openly practiced in the villages, with the 
exception of “love magic”.

Number Of Communities 2

   Comment (Number Communities) 2 villages, Sapo and Ana-Posei (Ana-Posei was once two villages, but they have 
merged into one community of numerous hamlets)

   Comment (Churches) Lutheran. Christian Revival Crusade has also worked in the area since 1993; Each 
village and most hamlets have a church building.

Is The Word Of God Translated? The Yekora do not yet have the Scriptures in their mother tongue. In church, Yekora is 
used in the liturgy, hymns, songs, prayer, sermons, and announcements. The New 
Testament has been translated into the neighboring Zia and Suena languages, which 
are very similar to Yekora.  Previous work in Zia or Suena could be used as a basis for 
a translation into Yekora.

Forms Of Gospel Presentation Available (Summary) In 1995 a songbook in Yekora was in the process of publication.  The neighboring 
languages Zia and Suena have completed New Testaments. As reported by the Yekora 
people, all adults have command of Zia, Suena and Tok Pisin. Children also learn Zia 
and Suena. But in almost all domains of life, the preferred language is Yekora with 
some use of Tok Pisin. The Yekora people use Zia and Suena only when 
communicating with people from those language groups. So even if they know Zia and 
Suena, a translation in these languages may not speak to the Yekora people’s heart, as 
their own mother tongue would.

Population All Countries Group Description
World Population For This People 1,000

World Population (Date) 1995

Countries Where People Group Lives Group Description
Country Name Papua New Guinea

Geography & Environment Group Description
Location Papua New Guinea, Morobe

   Comments (Geography & Environment) Ecosystem type: tropical forest/lowland swamps
Geological type: coastal/riverine/sago swamp

Language & Linguistics Group Description
   Comment (Language) Yekora is not considered to be a very “prestigious” language in the area, but is the 

language of choice for the Yekora people, and continues to be strong in the 
community.

Attitude Towards Mother Tongue Very receptive

Percent Monolingual (%) <1%

   Comment (Second Language) Zia, Suena, Tok Pisin, English, and Binandere

   Comments (Related Languages) Zia, Suena, Aeka, Ambasi, Baruga, Binandere, Dogoro, Ewage-Notu, Gaina, Hunjara, 
Korafe, Orokaiva, Yega

   Comments (Neighbor Languages) Zia, Suena

Literacy Group Description
Adult Literacy Percentage 98%

   Comment (Attitude to literacy) positive

Literacy Attitude Somewhat receptive

Publications In Vernacular one songbook
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   Comment (Literacy) Adult Literacy: 98% (of population aged 10 years and over); Yekora is used in most 
situations except in dealings with outsiders. Zia, Suena, and Tok Pisin are used 
depending on who the Yekora are dealing with. Tok Pisin is used for associations with 
authority.

Economics Group Description
   Comment (Subsistence Type) fishers, gardeners

Occupation fishermen, gardeners

Income Sources trade stores, and selling fish, sweet potato, and greens in local markets

Products / Crafts Young people are usually taught by their parents to make many kinds of hand crafted 
objects, including canoes, paddles, bilums (string bags), fish traps, wooden dishes, and 
grass skirts.

Trade Partners Traditionally, the Yekora have had some commercial contacts with the Zia people.

Modernization / Utilities The Yekora use many western-style goods which are usually purchased in nearby 
Morobe Station or in Lae. Examples of things purchased are dinghies with outboard 
engines, radios, saucepans, clothes, plastic buckets, soap, rice, and canned fish.

Community Development Group Description
Health Care  (Quality) Fair

   Comment (Health Care) There is an aid post within an hour’s walking from Sapa, or three hours’ walk to the 
health centre and hospital in Morobe. The Ana-Posei people go to Morobe, about two 
hours’ travel by canoe.

Diet  (Quality) Fair

Water  (Quality) Poor

   Comment (Water) Water is a problem in Sapa, coming mostly from wells, which are supplemented by 
rainwater for drinking. The water in the river at Ana-Posei is adequate for most 
purposes, but drinking water is brought from the mountains, which are very close to 
the villages.

Shelter Description Most houses are made from bush materials: bamboo or limbum (a type of palm) floors, 
hardwood frames, sago palm walls, and thatched roofs. Houses are on stilts and often 
have more than one story.

Transportation There is an airstrip in Morobe Station, but it has been closed because the grass has not 
been cut. A road runs from Morobe Station to Zare through Sapa and Zaka. The Zare 
community owns a vehicle that they run as a PMV (Public Motor Vehicle). Water is 
the most common means of transport in the area, with coastal ships, dinghies with 
outboard motors, or canoes. A coastal ship can get from the Yekora area to Lae in 
eight to twelve hours. There are also some trails connecting a few of the Yekora 
villages.

Society & Culture Group Description
Family Structures Each family has its own house, where the man lives with his wife and children. 

Between the ages of five and ten, boys go to live in their clan’s haus boi. The boys live 
there until they get married and start their own families. The haus boi is an important 
part of the culture; there is one for each clan in the village (up to five in a village), and 
they consist of living space for the boys who live there. The boys’ meals are provided 
by their mothers.

Neighbor Relations The Yekora have most contact with the Zia and Suena groups. If they marry from 
outside, the spouses mostly come from these groups. Traditionally they have had some 
commercial relations with the Zias. At times there are fights with these neighbors, and 
much traditional land was lost to the Suena. It seems the Yekoras were almost wiped 
out in fighting last century, but made an alliance with the Zias which saved them. The 
last fight between the Yekora and Zia was over the land that the community school 
now sits on, and it was settled in court.

Authority / Rule A village court handles clan disputes.

Social Habits/Groupings Every person belongs to a clan.

Celebrations Traditional marriage ceremonies (church wedding optional); babies are presented to 
the community in baptism

Recreations Singsings (traditional dances), traditional music (using bamboo flutes and kundu 
drums).

Art Forms Many handcrafted objects are made; Traditional singsings
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Education Group Description
Primary Schools 2

   Comment (Primary Schools) 1 in the Yekora area, 1 at Morobe Station.

Primary School Enrollment >60

Secondary Schools 1 in Salamaua, otherwise in Lae

Secondary School Enrollment unknown

Teacher To Pupil Ratio 1:33

Language Of Instruction Early Years Tok Pisin

Language Of Instruction Early Years English

Language Of Textbooks Early Years English

Language Of Instruction Later Years Tok Pisin

Language Of Instruction Later Years English

Language Of Textbooks Later Years English

   Comment (Education) According to the people, there is a building ready for a vernacular prep school but no 
classes. The headmaster of the Toyare Community School expressed an interest in 
having a vernacular component in his school.

Church Growth Status of Christianity
Reached Classification Evangelized

   Comment (Church Growth) The Pastor is a Zia man who speaks Yekora. He is a circuit preacher holding services 
in a different village every week. Church services are held every Sunday, whether the 
pastor is there or not, and there are also daily worship services. The Lutheran Church 
is strong and spiritually vital.

Religion & Response Status of Christianity
Attitude To Christianity Somewhat receptive

Spiritual Climate And Openness There was a revival in 1992 and evidence of this was clear; the people gather for a 
worship service every morning and evening, led by local spiritual leaders (usually 
younger men). The children have their own service, often run by young people. A 
youth camp is held each April.

Recommended Approaches Work with existing churches.

Items For Prayer  Pray that the Bible will be translated into the Yekora language.
 Pray that the church will continue to be strong and that the revival that started in 
1992 will continue to affect people’s lives.

History Of Christianity In Group Status of Christianity
Year Began 1911

By Whom Lutheran missionaries from Germany

Significant Events A revival in 1992

Scripture Status of Christianity
Available Scripture None

Other Forms Of Gospel Available: Recordings No

Other Forms Of Gospel Available: Film/Videos No

Other Forms Of Gospel Available: Radio No

Missions and Churches Status of Christianity
Organization Name Lutheran

   Comment (Organization) Since the departure of the last missionaries in 1975, the Church has been run 
almost entirely by national leadership.


