Popu]a’n'on: 16,000

Li’ceracy: Low
Scﬁpture Status: Translation

starh'ng soomn

Mishmis are located in the state of
Arunachal Pradesh, one of the seven
north-eastern states in India. There are
three groups of Mishmis, name]y the
Digaru, Tdu and Mi]'u. each ha\n'ng their
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The fast growing
church recluires

the Word of God
in the mother
’congue, to
establish strong,
witnessing
congregations

distinctive dialects. Their main economic
resources are from the land (agﬁcu]‘cure)
and forest procluce. Mishmis are known
for their wea\n'ng skills, pro&ucing shawls,
blouses, ]'ackets. skirts, coats, bags and even
other p‘ro&ucts such as bamboo baskets
and bead-necklaces. They also trade in
these p‘roducts, yet ‘chey are one of th

weakest  tribes economicany n

Arunachal.

Mishmis are non-vegetarian. Men and
children consume pork as well as beef;
eating almost every part of the animal.
However, their women eat the meat of
small birds and fish. Their houses are made
of bamboo and the roof is thatched with
]ong grass. They are constructed on raised
p]atfoms. beneath which their domestic

animals such as pi gs and chickens are kept.

Mishmis follow

shamanism, the most importan‘t

here&itary

characteristics of which are the concept of

one sup‘reme being amd_ a

comp] ex system of beliefs based on nature
and its spiﬂ'tua] c[ua]ities. T}Ley consider
the sun and the moon, Tepresented by
Donyi—po]o, to be the symbd of eternal
truth. The Donyi—po]o belief system, also
known as Phong kelum, and influenced by
Buddhist rituals, best exp]ains their
reli gion. Mithun (a bison-like animal) and
pigs are sacrificed in a number of rituals
and pujas d_uﬂ'ng festivals. Their world
view is also influenced by their belief in

goorl and bad spiﬂ'ts.
Arunachal Pradesh is a cu]’tu‘raﬂy and

re]igious]y very sensitive state. There are
restrictions for anyone from outside the
state entering it or Tesi&ing there. Any
Indian national from outside the state
requires a specia] permit from the
government, whereas amny forei gnnati onals
are perrm'tted to visit on]y for a short
peﬂ'od and that too on]y as a tourist.
Avrunchal is the first state in India, where
a bill restricting change of re]igion was
pa.sse&. Nevertheless, in the past several
years, hundreds of peop]e have become
followers of Jesus. The Spirit of God has
been working in the lives of the peop]e
and H'Ley are ﬂu'rs’ty for the Word of God.

The fast growing church requires the
Word of God in the mother tongue, to

establish strong. witnessing congregah' ons.
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Language Name:  Mishmi
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Mishmi

Pray for:
1. The buﬂ&ing of strong

relati ons]’u'ps with the Government
for the overall devel opment of the

Mishmi communi’ty

2. Training and gui dance for the
four personne] identified as
mother {:ongue translators, as ’chey

start the translation process

3. Both the Digaru and Miju to
have gexceﬂent translations of
Scripture that will effec’dve]y reach
every Mishmi person, ]ea(ling to

their transformation
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