
Korwa

Population: 40,000

Literacy: Very low

Scripture status: Translation in
progress

At the death of a Korwa person,
unmarried children have an important
role in the ceremonies that follow, since
they are considered to be without sin.
During this ceremony, their hands are

washed thoroughly with water into a
newly dug hole in the ground. They are
then fed with rice and its remains are
thrown into the hole and covered with
mud. The Korwa believe that their dead
person is delivered from all sins through

this washing ceremony. Now that the dead
person is free from his sins, the Korwa are
free to worship his spirit! This is only one
among several beliefs in Korwa ancestral
worship.

Korwas are spread out in six districts
of Chattisgarh and Jharkhand and are

one of the most primitive communities in
India. Consuming alcohol is the most
common characteristic of the community,
and it is associated with every function
and celebration. They have no access to
good medical help and as a result have
poor health, along with all the ills of
malnutrition. Neighbouring upper castes

also take advantage of their position by
subjugating the Korwa for their own
benefit.

Very few Korwa have shown any
interest in the Gospel or in any Christian
values. A missionary couple have been
living among them and learning the
language, hoping to give them God’s Word.
The Korwa are excited about developing
their language, which will provide the
community with an identity and be a
gateway to their development.

The translated Scripture will help build
a vibrant community, based on the values
and world view given in the Word of God.
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Pray for:

1. Korwa Christians to be trained
and equipped to reach their
community with the good news of
Jesus

2. The development of the Korwa
for their economic, social and
educational needs, and that it will
be a sustainable development

3. The Korwa community to see
the true sinless Lamb of God,
through the Word of God translated
in their mother tongue.
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