
        Profie Year:       2009 

     People and Language Detail Profile    Language Name:       Honduran Sign Language  

        ISO Language Code:  hds 

The Deaf of Honduras 
The Honduran Sign Language Community 

The majority of deaf Hondurans say they had no language until the 1980’s 

when the National Deaf Association and deaf ministries were established. It 

was at that time when their language started developing as they became a 

community distinct from the hearing community. American Sign Language 

is said to be the language they used until the development of Honduran Sign 

Language (LESHO). There are three major cities where deaf people congre-

gate: Tegucigalpa, San Pedro Sula, and La Ceiba. Many deaf people living 

in rural areas are isolated and use only gestures and home signs the family 

has created for necessary communication. 

Interpreters are one of the greatest needs among the deaf Honduran 

community. They need access to important information and reliable educa-

tion that will allow them to become more independent. Sign Language 

publications are needed to continue their language development, to offer 

sign language classes to both hearing and deaf Hondurans, and to use as 

student manuals in the school system. Deaf Hondurans also want to have 

Spanish literacy programs. Families of deaf children need access to informa-

tion about deafness and how they can best help their deaf children. 

Typically deaf Hondurans are unaware of their family’s belief system. 

Many families of deaf Hondurans do not know LESHO and therefore are 

unable to share the gospel clearly. Though deaf Hondurans may grow up 

attending mass or other church services they may not clearly understand 

what is being taught until they attend a service taught in LESHO. Churches 

with deaf pastors grow rapidly as deaf people learn about God’s love 

through a    language they clearly understand, Honduran Sign Language.  

Primary Religion: 

 Christianity 

——————— 

Disciples (Matt 28:19): 

 Less than 2% 

——————— 

Churches: 

 3 

  ——————— 

 

Scripture Status (Matt 28:20): 

 None 

——————— 

Population (date): 

 18,000-70,000 (2008) 

  ——————— 



 

 

Hindrances to Scripture Use  There is currently no portion of Scripture in Honduran Sign       

      Language for the Honduran deaf community. If a translation was 

      completed in Honduran Sign Language one of the hindrances may 

      be the education of the deaf congregation. There is a wide span of 

      education among deaf church members in Honduras which means 

      their signings skills vary as well. Some deaf church members  

      may not fully understand a Honduran Sign Language Bible. They 

      may need it in more simplified signs based on their language skills. 

 

Response to the Gospel   The church in Honduras is actively growing. Signs of Love       

      ministry in the North Coast, is reaching out to the rural areas of  

      Honduras with the gospel. Other deaf ministries also focus on  

      evangelism within their communities and those nearby. Two-three 

      Bible camps are held every year to teach others about the gospel. 

 

Bilingualism    Bilingualism in Honduran Sign Language and Spanish can be  

      found among well educated deaf  Hondurans. Limited education  

      access results in low Spanish literacy among the deaf population. 

 

Are Cross-Cultural  

 Missionaries Needed?   Cross-cultural missionaries could be beneficial in offering leader 

      ship training for the Honduran deaf community. Interpreters are  

      also a great need for deaf people to access education and Spanish 

      literacy. Pastors fluent in Honduran Sign Language could provide 

      mentorship for local deaf Honduran pastors. 

 
Number of Christian Congregations  

 Serving Group    13 

 
Number of Congregation Using  

 Primarily Local Language   8 

 
Language of  Outside 

  Communication or Trade  Spanish 
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Have They Heard the Gospel? 
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Group Description 

 

 

Geographical/Environmental  

Location     Honduras is the largest country located in Central America         

      bordered by Nicaragua, El Salvador, Guatemala, and the Caribbean 

      Sea. 

Altitude     Lowest point - 0 m; highest point - 2,870 m 

Longitude     86 30 W  

Latitude     15 00 N  

Climate     Subtropical in lowlands and temperate in mountains  

 

Language/Linguisitics  

Primary Language    Honduran Sign Language (LESHO) 

Attitude Towards Mother Tongue  Somewhat receptive 

Second Languages    Spanish (written) 

Other Mother tongues of this Group  Deaf people who were raised orally (focus on speech and  

      lip-reading) 

Other Groups Speaking Mother Tongue Hearing children of signing deaf Hondurans 

Linguistically Related   American Sign Language (ASL) 

Neighbor Languages   Spanish 

 Corrections to Ethnologue Entry  Population 18,000-70,000 (2008); dialects: LESHO (Honduran  

      Sign Language) tends to vary by region. Deaf people along the  

      North coast have some distinct signs from deaf people in the   

      southern part of the country; Alternate names: LESHO (Lengua de 

      Señas Hondureñas); primary education: 12 institutions offer  

      primary education for deaf Hondurans with Honduran Sign       

      Language as their communication philosophy. 

 Comments    Honduran Sign Language is less than 70% similar to ASL. 

 

Literacy  

Adult Literacy    80% Spanish literacy for general population but much lower 

      for deaf population  
Literacy Attitude    Very receptive towards written Spanish 
Publications in MT    Dictionaries- Comuniquemos Mejor, Señas de Amor, LESHO CD 

      (produced by New Life Deaf Ministry) 

 

Economics 

Avg. Annual Income   $4,400 USD for general population and much lower for the  

      deaf population 
Unemployment Rate   28% of general population and much higher for deaf population 
Occupation     Supermarket clerks, janitors, carpenters, painters, welders,        

      seamstresses, and boat cargo workers  

Modernization/Utilities   The majority of deaf Hondurans have access to very modern items 

      (including internet café’s equipped with web cameras) depending 

      on their financial status. Some have cell phones for texting. 
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Community Development  

Clothing     Western style 

Transportation    Walking and public transportation 

Infant Mortality Rate   24 deaths/1,000 live births 

Life Expectancy    69 years  

 

Society 

Family Structures    Deaf people often stay with family because they  can not  afford  

      their own housing or are not allowed to be independent; women  

      tend to stay in the home and do not have many social                  

      opportunities. 

Social Habits/Groupings   Deaf groups tend to form by religion and location 

Identification with National Culture Integrated though many may feel oppressed by the hearing       

      community 

Self Image     Neutral 

Attitude to Outsiders   Very receptive 

Attitude to Change    Somewhat receptive 

Cultural Change Pace   Medium 

Local Lang Broadcasting   Less than 20 min. daily 

 Comments    Sometimes there is a Catholic mass that is interpreted 
 

Education/Youth 

Primary Schools    At least 15 

Primary School Enrollment   About 500 deaf students 

Secondary Schools    2 

Secondary School Enrollment  About 70 deaf students 
Teacher to Student Ratio   One teacher for every 10 deaf students 
Language of Instruction   Most schools use Total Communication (a mixture of Spanish and 

      Honduran Sign Language) 

Language of Textbooks   Spanish  

Unmixed Schools   Four are deaf only schools 

Problems/Needs    Deaf teens need more interpreters so they can have access to     

      education; they need to feel a sense of acceptance in the hearing  

      community. 

 

Religion 

Religions 

Christianity (Roman Catholic 97%) Adherents 100% 

Primary Religion    Christianity 

 Comments    The above percentages are statistics for the general hearing    

      population since there are none available for the  
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Status of Christianity 

Church Growth 

Reached Status    Engaged 

Total Believers    Less than 2% of deaf population 

Pastors     6 

Lay Leaders    19 

Churches     8 

 

History of Christianity in Group 

Year Began     1980’s 

By Whom     Amor en Acción 

Significant Events    Yearly Christian deaf camps hosted by various deaf ministries in  

      Honduras 

 

Scripture/Literature/Media 

Translation Status    Definite need 

Available Scripture    None 

Reason for Urgent Need Explained  Deaf Hondurans do not have adequate access to the Scriptures in 

      a language they clearly understand. They have to depend on fluent 

      Spanish readers who can help them understand some of the more 

      difficult concepts. Many deaf people want to learn the Bible on  

      their own. 

 

Missions/Churches Working Among People Group 

Organization #1    New Life Deaf Ministry 

Main Ministry    Evangelism and other 

Adherents     80-150 

Number of Congregations   1 

Use of Local Language   12 

Total Expatriate Missionaries  1 

Total National Missionaries   1 

Total Local Workers   10 

Comments     New Life also offers a deaf school 

Organization #2    Signs of Love 

Main Ministry    Evangelism, church planting 

Adherents     15-30 

Number of Congregations   1 

Use of Local Language   5 

Total Expatriate Missionaries  2 

Total National Missionaries   0 

Total Local Workers   4 

Organization #3    Esmirna 

Main Ministry    Church planting and other 

Adherents     40-60 

Number of Congregations   2 

Use of Local Language   3 

Total Expatriate Missionaries  0 

Total National Missionaries   1 

Total Local Workers   2 
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Responsiveness 

Attitude to Christianity   Very receptive 

Attitude to Religious Change  Somewhat receptive 

Spiritual Climate and Openness  Deaf  Hondurans appear to be responsive to their need for God 

 Comments on Responsiveness  If deaf Hondurans are able to understand what the Scriptures say  

      and their need for him they would be very receptive. 

Recommended Ways to Reach Group Use Honduran Sign Language. Other deaf people are able to reach 

      deaf Hondurans more easily than hearing people who have little  

      connection to a deaf community. 

Current Needs    Interpreters, understandable Bible, leadership training 

Items for Prayers    Pray for deaf Hondurans to be able to learn about Christ through  

      their heart language. Pray that the hearing community will be  

      more supportive of the Honduran deaf community and that they  

      can work side by side in ministry. 


